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Federal  Officials  Back  Use  of  Consent  Forms 


By  Chris  Guilfov 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  After 
months  of  negotiations  with 
representatives  of  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF),  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  (LLDEF),  and  the  American 
Association  of  Physicians  for 
Human  Rights  (AAPHR),  Assis¬ 
tant  Secretary  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  Edward  Brandt 
has  issued  a  memorandum  to 
department  heads  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  (PHS)  asking  them 
to  consider  use  of  a  model  consent 
form  to  be  signed  by  persons  par¬ 
ticipating  in  HTLV-III  research 
studies. 

The  model  consent  form  was 
developed  to  help  assure  that  per¬ 
sons  participating  in  these  studies 
be  properly  informed  of  the  medi¬ 
cal,  psychological  and  legal  impli¬ 
cations  such  research  might  have. 

Activists  fear  insurance  com¬ 
panies  and  employers  may  attempt 
to  exclude  persons  who  test  posi¬ 


tive  from  coverage  or  from  certain 
jobs.  Some  fear  government  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  the  military  may  seek 
access  to  the  information,  incor¬ 
rectly  perceiving  a  positive  test  as  a 
marker  of  homosexuality.  And 
there  is  also  concern  about  the 
psychological  impact  a  positive 
test  result  could  have  on  an  indi¬ 
vidual. 

The  consent  form  is  being 
recommended  for  use,  according 
to  Jeff  Levi  of  NGTF,  only  in 
studies  which  are  funded  by  the 
Public  Health  Service.  The  Brandt 
memo,  however,  does  not  require 
its  use,  as  negotiators  had  hoped. 
Tim  Sweeney  of  LLDEF  said, 
“We  are  really  pleased  Brandt  is 
recommending  its  use.  We  would 
have  preferred  it  to  be  a  require¬ 
ment,  but  it  is  still  a  good  recom¬ 
mendation.” 

Neil  Schram,  until  recently 
president  of  the  AAPHR,  said  of 
the  consent  form,  “It  is  not  as 


complete  as  we  would  have  liked 
but  it  is  better  than  what  we 
started  with.”  Levi  echoed  this 
sentiment,  calling  it  “a  step  in  the 
right  direction.” 

Levi  described  the  highlights  of 
the  form: 

•  It  requires  the  researcher  to 
inform  the  participant  that  his 
blood  will  be  tested  for  evidence  of 
the  HTLV-III  antibody; 

•  It  requires  that  an  explana¬ 
tion  be  made  that  the  significance 
of  having  or  not  having  the  anti¬ 
body  is  unknown.  At  present,  the 
implications  on  the  health  of  the 
individual  has  not  been  ascer¬ 
tained; 

•  It  describes  internal  pro¬ 
cedures  regarding  who  is  auth¬ 
orized  to  see  the  information.  It 
specifically  points  out  that  certain 
government  agencies  such  as  Con¬ 
gress,  the  FDA,  state  health  offi¬ 
cials  and  the  courts  can  obtain  the 
information  if  they  so  decide; 


Deukmejian  Faces  Second  Gay-Related  Bill 

California  Senate  Passes 
Queerbashing  Bill 


By  Sue  Hyde 

SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  This 
state’s  Republican  governor  faces 
the  second  gay-related  bill  passed 
during  his  administration.  Gov. 
George  Deukmejian  has  been  sent 
AB848,  which  authorizes  civil  pen¬ 
alties  for  queerbashing,  after  the 
legislation  was  narrowly  approved 
in  the  Senate  on  August  27  by  a 
21-14  margin,  the  bare  majority 
needed  for  passage.  The  bill 
cleared  the  Assembly  earlier  this 
year  with  one  vote  to  spare,  42-28. 

Deukmejian  can  wait  until  Sep¬ 
tember  30  to  sign  the  bill  or  veto  it, 
or  he  may  let  it  become  law  by  not 
taking  action  on  it.  He  has  issued 
no  statements  indicating  his  posi¬ 
tion  on  AB848.  But  less  than  a  year 
ago,  Deukmejian  vetoed  a  gay  em¬ 
ployment  bill,  AB1,  because  he 
said  supporters  had  not  adequately 
documented  anti-gay  and  lesbian 
job  discrimination.  Gay  activists 
in  the  state  say  they  believe  the 
need  for  the  anti-violence  bill  has 
been  clearly  established. 

The  measure  would  amend  the 
Ralph  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1976  to 
include  gay  people,  the  elderly, 
and  the  disabled  under  its 
“freedom  from  violence”  clause 
which  already  allows  anyone  who 
has  been  attacked  or  threatened 
with  attack  because  of  race,  ances¬ 
try,  religion,  sex,  political 
philosophy  or  labor  affiliation  to 
sue  the  attacker  for  actual 
damages  and  $10,000. 

Assemblyman  Tom  Bates  (D- 
Oakland)  sponspred  the  bill  in  the 
Assembly;  Senate  President  Pro 
Tern  David  Roberti  (D-Los  Angel¬ 
es)  carried  the  bill  through  the 
Senate. 

Amy  Hewes,  an  aide  to  Bates 
who  has  worked  on  AB848,  told 
GCN  that  while  the  anti-violence 
bill  is  not  stirring  up  as  much 
homophobic  reaction  as  AB1  did 
this  past  winter,  the  bill  is  never¬ 
theless  viewed  as  “a  gay  issue.” 
She  cited  an  editorial  which  recent¬ 
ly  appeared  in  the  Los  Angeles 
Herald-Examiner ;  urging  Deukme¬ 
jian  to  veto  the  bill  because  it 
amounts  to  “special  interest  legis¬ 


lation.” 

Hewes  said  that  organized  op¬ 
position  is  coming  form  a  group 
called  the  Committee  on  Moral 
Concern,  a  statewide  lobbying 
group  organized  through  fun¬ 
damentalist  churches,  but  that  op¬ 
ponents  do  not  seem  particularly 
strident  about  the  bill.  Attempts  to 
ascertain  the  figures  on  cor¬ 
respondence  and  phone  calls  to 
Deukmejian’s  office  were  unsuc¬ 
cessful  at  presstime. 

Nonetheless,  supporters  must 
convince  Deukmejian  that  queer¬ 
bashing  exists  as  a  problem  for  gay 
people  and  that  a  veto  of  AB848 
would  not  be  politically  wise  for 
the  governor.  To  that  end,  staffers 
at  Bates’  and  Roberti’s  offices 
have  sent  letters  to  constituents 
asking  for  their  active  support  and 
have  issued  press  releases  and  up¬ 
dates  on  the  bill  to  gay  and  lesbian 
organizations  and  human  rights 
groups  around  the  state.  Said 
Hewes,  “[We]  don’t  know  what 
else  to  do.  The  constituency  has  to 
pick  up  the  ball  and  really  start 
working  their  own  membership.” 

Certainly  some  activists  are  do¬ 
ing  just  that.  Frank  Ricchiazzi, 
vice  president  of  the  Log  Cabin 
Republican  Club  in  Los  Angeles, 
told  GCN  that  his  club  and  the 
other  two  gay  Republican  clubs  in 
the  state  are  encouraging  their 
members  to  lobby  the  governor 
over  the  phone  and  through  the 
mail.  Ricchiazzi  said  he  is  aware 
that  Democratic  clubs  are  doing 
the  same  with  their  members. 

Ricchiazzi,  along  with  attorney 
Tom  Coleman,  prepared  an  infor¬ 
mational  packet  on  AB848  that  he 
presented  to  Deukmejian  aides  on 
Sept.  4.  Included  in  the  packet 
were:  a  letter  to  Deukmejian,  “in 
Republican  terminology”  said 
Ricchiazzi,  which  outlined  why 
signing  the  bill  would  be  beneficial 
to  him;  a  legal  analysis  of  the  bill 
by  attorney  Coleman;  statistics  on 
anti-gay  violence,  compiled  over 
the  last  year  both  in  California  and 
the  country;  and  clippings  of 
newspaper  articles  about  queer- 


bashings. 

Ricchiazzi  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  including  statistics  and 
newspaper  articles.  “The  only 
question  he  could  come  up  with 
Continued  on  page  6 
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•  It  will  warn  that  others  such 
as  employers  or  insurance  com¬ 
panies  may  attempt  to  have  access 
to  the  information; 

•  It  provides  that  in  the  event  a 
third  party  requests  the  informa¬ 
tion,  the  participant  will  be  noti¬ 
fied  prior  to  the  release  of  any  in¬ 
formation  so  that  it  can  be 
challenged  in  court  if  that  is 
desired. 

Sweeney  told  GCN  he  believes 
part  of  the  form’s  value  is  educa¬ 
tional.  “Now  the. political  educa¬ 
tion  [of  those  administering  the 
test]  is  up  to  the  local  communities 
[who  need]  to  get  the  model  con¬ 
sent  form  adopted,  particularly  at 
the  blood  centers.”  The  forms  are 
now  being  sent  out  to  concerned 
community  groups  by  NGTF. 

Sweeney  described  the  form  as 
an  important  step  in  that  it  allows 
“good  quality  research  to  go  for¬ 
ward”  while  continuing  to  raise 
issues  of  confidentiality  and 
potential  for  abuse. 

The  form  was  developed  for  use 
in  a  study  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Heart,  Lung  and  Blood  In¬ 
stitute  now  underway  at  four 
blood  centers,  two  in  California 
and  one  each  in  New  York  and 
Florida.  The  study  involves 
200,000  donors  and  Levi  told 
GCN  the  researchers  will  use  a 
consent  form  like  the  one  Brandt 
recommended  with  the  exception 
that  it  will  not  guarantee  prior 
notification  of  third  party  in¬ 
quiries.  Said  Levi,  “We  didn’t  go 
tb  the  mat  on  this  study  because  if 
the  blood  screen  system  is  work¬ 


ing,  gay  [men]  are  probably  not 
giving  blood  at  this  point.” 

The  federal  government,  which 
holds  a  patent  on  the  HTLV-III 
antibody  test,  has  licensed  five 
companies  to  mass  produce  the 
testing  kits.  When  developed,  the 
kits  will  be  distributed  to  blood 
centers  for  screening  purposes  and 
to  researchers  for  prevalency 
studies.  According  to  the  Genetic 
Engineering  News,  the  market  for 
the  test  could  be  $180  million  per 
year. 

Although  not  conclusive, 
preliminary  studies  suggest  the 
HTLV-lll/LAV  antibody  may  be 
present  in  the  blood  of  many  gay 
men  who  are  asymptomatic  of 
AIDS.  Similar  preliminary  data 
has  been  obtained  using  hemo¬ 
philiacs  and  intravenous  drug 
users.  There  is  also  some  research 
to  indicate  the  existence  of  a 
related  HTLV,  HTLV-1,  in  certain 
parts  of  Japan  and  in  the  U.S.  One 
study  estimated  the  incidence  of 
HTLV-1  antibody  in  Southern 
Japan  to  be  20-25%. 

It  appears  that  exposure  to  the 
virus  infrequently  results  in  full 
blown  illness.  However,  little  is 
known  about  why  some  persons 
contract  the  disease  after  exposure 
while  others  do  not.  The  research 
studies  which  are  beginning  to  get 
underway  will  examine  the  myriad 
of  factors,  beyond  exposure  to  the 
virus,  which  may  play  a  part  in  the 
development  of  AIDS. 

In  a  related  development,  the 
CDC  recently  announced  a  new 
Continued  on  page  6 


Gay  Freedom  March 
To  Make  Global  Demands 


By  Ann  Holder 

NEW  YORK  —  Plans  are  com¬ 
plete  for  the  International  March 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  set 
for  Sunday,  September  30  in  New 
York  City.  The  demonstration, 
organized  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Organizing  Committee  (LGOC), 
will  begin  at  11:00  a.m.  at 
Sheridan  Square  and  march  to  the 
rally  site  in  front  of  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  United  Nations. 
There,  marchers  will  make  eleven 
demands  for  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
including  the  right  to  live  openly 
“from  our  youth  to  our  old  age,” 
an  end  to  institutional  and  random 
violence  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  the  right  to  “have  and  keep 
our  children,”  declassification  of 
homosexuality  as  a  disease,  in¬ 
creased  funding  for  AIDS  research 
and  the  right  to  quality  health 
care. 

Speakers  at  the  rally  will  include 
Marco  Antonio  of  Grupo  Lambda 
de  Liberacion  Homosexual,  Mex¬ 
ico  City;  Sylvia  Borren  of  the 
Dutch  national  gay  rights  coalition 
NVIH-COC;  Gilberto  Gerald, 
director  of  the  National  Coalition 
of  Black  Gays;  Daniel  Tsang, 
author  and  Sonia  Johnson, 
Citizens  Party  presidential  can¬ 
didate. 

The  march  will  be  preceded  by  a 
conference  at  New  York’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  Center,  208 
W.  13th  St.  at  7th  Avenue,  on 
Saturday  September  29.  A  scaled- 
down  version  of  the  original  plan 
includes  a  10:00  a.m.  reception, 
followed  at  10:30  by  the  Status 


Report  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Freedom  with  testimony  from 
international  representatives  and  a 
7:30  p.m.  panel  discussion  on  the 
future  of  the  international  lesbian 
and  gay  movements. 

Organizers  are  encouraging  con¬ 
ference  participants  to  attend  an 
afternoon  speak-out  against  police 
brutality  sponsored  by  the  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Police  Abuse,  to 
mark  the  second  anniversary  of 
the  police  attack  on  Blues,  a 
predominantly  black  gay  bar  in 
New  York. 

David  France,  of  LGOC,  sees 
the  value  of  the  demonstration  as 
identifying  “individual  struggles 
and  putting  them  together.”  The 
issues  identified  in  the  group’s 
leaflet,  “racism,  anti-Semitism, 
sexism,  ageism,  economic  and 
religious  oppression  or  other 
forms  of  domination,”  says 
France,  ’’pull  us  [the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement]  all  together”  and 
demonstrate  how  the  “interna¬ 
tional  composition  of  our  struggle 
is  derived.” 

France  said  he  has  “no  idea” 
what  the  turn-out  will  be  but 
reports  an  overwhelming  response 
both  nationally  and  international¬ 
ly.  Informal  delegations  are  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  Netherlands, 
Argentina,  Mexico,  Canada  and 
Costa  Rica,  as  well  as  individuals 
from  most  Western  European 
countries. 

Nationally,  the  march  has 
received  over  100  endorsements 
from  such  diverse  groups  as  Black 


and  White  Men  Together,  the 
Atlanta  Lesbian  Feminist 
Alliance,  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  Gay  Male  S/M  Activists, 
Mobilization  for  Survival,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  of  Black  Gays, 
and  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Ames, 
Iowa. 

Frances  says  the  reception  has 
been  “strongest  from  the  lesbian 
community,”  with  the  mail  run¬ 
ning  3:1,  lesbians  to  gay  men.  He 
attributed  this  (o  both  the  “readi¬ 
ness  of  women  to  view  the  struggle 
in  an  international  context”  and 
the  fact  that  for  men,  the  AIDS 
crisis  is  happening  on  sexual 
ground  which  is  “a  deeply  per¬ 
sonal  level.” 

Despite  this  response,  France 
says,  the  reception  is  “not  great” 
in  New  York.  He  attributes  that  to 
controversy  over  organizing  for 
the  annual  Christopher  Street  Gay 
Liberation  march,  which  he  says 
created  a  distrustful  atmosphere 
for  organizing,  and  to  problems 
within  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Organizing  Committee  itself. 

Six  people  remain  on  the 
committee  that  France  admits 
“made  some  mistakes  in  the  begin¬ 
ning”  which  contributed  to  their 
dwindling  numbers.  He  adds  that 
although  it’s  a  “very  difficult  time 
to  be  doing  organizational  work,” 
they  are  buoyed  by  the  “incredible 
response”  and  “overwhelmed  by 
all  the  work  [they]  have  done  and 
the  work  left  to  be  done.” 

For  more  information,  call  (212) 
219-1026. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“...involving  an  estimated  100,000,  most  of  whom 
look,  well,  what  can  I  say,  I  mean  it  always  slays  me, 
but,  well,  you  know,  normal.” 

—  Wall  Street  Journal  arts  editor  Manuela 
Hoelterhoff  reacts  to  the  National  March  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights,  held  in  San  Francisco  in  conjunction 
with  the  Democratic  National  Convention,  quoted  in 
the  Advocate,  issue  402. 


transsexual  left  in  thin  air 

CHICAGO  —  A  three-judge  panel  of  the  Seventh 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  overturned  a  lower  court  rul¬ 
ing  which  reinstated  a  transsexual  pilot,  Karen  Ulane, 
according  to  GayLife.  In  the  August  30  decision,  the 
court  reversed  a  December  28,  1983  decision  by  U.S. 
District  Court  Judge  John  F.  Grady  in  which  Eastern 
Airlines  was  ordered  to  reinstate  Ulane,  43,  a  former 
pilot. 

The  12-page  decision  said  that  Title  VII  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  do  not  protect  trans¬ 
sexuals  or  anyone  will  a  “sexual  identity  disorder.”  It 
argued  that  the  reason  gay  people  and  transvestites 
have  been  excluded  from  Title  VII  protections  should 
apply  with  equal  force  to  deny  protection  for  trans¬ 
sexuals.” 

“If  the  term  ‘sex’  as  it  is  used  in  Title  VII  is  to 
mean  more  than  biological  male  or  biological  female, 
then  new  definition  must  come  from  Congress,”  said 
the  judges  in  the  opinion. 

Ulane’s  attorneys  plan  to  file  a  petition  for 
rehearing  before  all  nine  appellate  judges  in  the  near 
future.  Ulane  had  been  ordered  reinstated  with 
seniority  and  $142,000  in  back  pay. 


third  world  Christian  conference 

NEW  YORK  —  A  conference  for  Third  World  gay 
and  lesbians  Christians  will  be  held  in  New  York  City, 
October  5-7,  according  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News. 
The  Second  International  Third  World  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Christian  Conference  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  Third  World  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary. 

According  to  Rev.  Renee  McCoy  of  the  Harlem 
MCC,  the  conference  fulfills  “the  need  for  Third  World 
lebians  and.  gays  to  get  together  and  worship 
together,  an  experience  that  doesn’t  happen  outside 
MCC.”  * 

McCoy  said  the  conference  would  also  allow  par¬ 
ticipants  to  meet  and  “discuss  the  realities  of  our 
lives  and  what  our  experiences  are,”  and  enable  white 
people  “to  make  connections  with  the  Third  World 
lesbian  and  gay  community.” 

Registration  fees  are  $25  for  the  employed;  $15 
for  students,  seniors  and  the  unemployed.  Limited 
funds  are  available  to  help  with  transportation  costs. 
For  more  information,  write:  McCoy  c/o  Harlem  MCC, 
P.O.  Box  574,  NY,  NY  10030. 


the  company  they  keep 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Five  mid-Atlantic  chapters  of 
Dignity,  the  gay  Catholic  group,  have  disassociated 
themselves  from  the  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA),  according  to  the  Philadelphia 
Gay  News. 

By  unanimous  vote  at  a  regional  conference  on 
August  25,  officers  of  five  chapters  adopted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  which  formally  opposes  NAMBLA. 

Dignity/Philadelphia  president  Michael  Flynn 
told  the  Gay  News,  “We  did  it  because  the  Catholic 
church  can  use  NAMBLA  against  us.”  He  continued, 
“It’s  very  easy  to  be  homophobic  about  NAMBLA.... 
They  are  a  lightning  rod.” 

The  Dignity  resolution  states,  in  part,  “...we 
believe  it  is  imperative  to  maintain  an  age  of  consent 
in  order  to  exercise  one’s  sexuality  in  a  responsible 
manner.  We  further  believe  that  children  should  be 
free  in  their  formative  years  from  undo  [sic]  sexual  in¬ 
fluences  of  a  heterosexual  or  homosexual  nature. 
Thus  we  disassociate  ourselves  from  NAMBLA  or  any 
organizations  which  fail  to  recognize  the  rights  of 
children.” 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  ten  people 
representing  the  Dignity  chapters  of  Philadelphia,  Pit¬ 
tsburgh,  Harrisburg,  Baltimore  and  Washington,  D.C. 

NAMBLA  spokesman  Bob  Rhodes  said,  “We 
regret  that  our  brothers  and  sisters,  because  of  their 
fear  of  oppression,  have  become  oppressors  them¬ 
selves.  I’m  especially  said  that  no  imput  was  solicited 
from  NAMBLA  before  passing  the  resolution.” 

The  New  York  City  chapter  of  Dignity  adopted  a 
similar  resolution  in  January,  1983. 


queer  brigadistas 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  gay  and  lesbian  work 
brigade  to  Nicaragua  is  being  organized  for  January- 
February  1985,  according  to  Coming  Up! 

Members  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Interven¬ 
tion  (LAGAI)  have  initiated  organizing  the  brigade. 
They  plan  that  a  construction  brigade  of  100  gay  men 
and  lesbians  will  go  to  Nicaragua  to  build  a  commu¬ 
nity  center  and  raise  gay  visibility,  both  in  the  solidari¬ 
ty  movement  and  in  Nicaragua. 

The  trip  is  scheduled  for  mid-January/February 
because  the  weather  is  suitable  for  construction.  In 
the  event  Reagan  is  re-elected  in  November,  the 
presence  of  international  delegations  in  Nicaragua 
may  help  to  deflect  a  full-scale  invasion  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Construction  experience  is  not  required.  Some 
financial  assistance  will  be  available  to  interested 
persons  who  would  otherwise  be  unable  to  make  the 
trip.  Organizers  encourage  participation  by  people  of 
color;  they  hope  the  brigade  will  reflect  the  diversity 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  this  country. 

For  more  information  about  the  gay/lesbian 
brigade,  write:  LAGAI,  Box  4971,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94101  or  leave  a  message  at  (415)  864-5821,  extension 
16. 


aids  housing 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee 
(AAC)  has  secured  a  housing  site  for  people  with  AIDS 
who  need  temporary  housing.  Media  coordinator  Bob 
Andrews  told  GCN  that  the  committee  is  leasing 
space  in  a  private  residence  which  can  accommodate 
up  to  four  people.  AAC  members  worked  about  200 
hours  to  prepare  the  house  for  occupancy.  He  said 
the  housing  is  partially  subsidized  by  a  grant  from  the 
city  of  Boston. 

At  a  “house  shower”  held  on  September  5  at 
Cafe  Fritz,  businesses  and  individuals  generously 
donated  major  appliances,  wall  art,  lamps,  rugs,  furni¬ 
ture  and  cash.  Andrews  said  the  AAC  is  still  in  need  of 
certain  items  for  the  house.  For  more  information  or 
to  make  a  donation,  call  the  AIDS  Action  Line  at 
536-7733. 

Andrews  expressed  his  appreciation  for  the 
donations:  “The  [AIDS  Action]  Committee  was  really 
perked  up  by  the  community’s  response.  The  bar  was 
packed  and  people  really  turned  out  for  us.” 

Andrews  said  that  while  there  is  housing  space 
for  only  four  people  at  the  AAC  house,  the  Committee 
will  continue  to  make  arrangements  for  all  people 
with  AIDS  who  are  in  a  housing  crisis. 


bishop  is  white  knight 

SYRACUSE,  NY  —  An  Episcopal  bishop  in  cen¬ 
tral  New  York  state  has  intervened  on  behalf  of  a  gay 
congregation  in  a  dispute  between  two  Syracuse 
Episcopal  rectors,  according  to  the  New  York  Times. 

The  conflict  arose  when  the  Rev.  Judith  Upham, 
rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  permitted  a  Metro¬ 
politan  Community  Church  (MCC)  congregation  to 
not  only  conduct  its  weekly  services  in  her  church,  but 
also  to  conduct  services  of  “union”  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  couples. 

When  the  Rev.  Robert  Haskell  of  St.  Andrew’s 
Episcopal  Church  across  town  got  wind  of  the  gay 
wedding  ceremonies  at  Upham’s  church,  he  fired  off  a 
letter  to  Upham,  the  local  newspaper  and  the  Bishop, 
Right  Rev.  O’Kelley  Witaker.  Haskell  demanded  that 
the  MCC  congregation  be  put  out  of  Upham’s  church 
and  that  Whitaker  issue  a  statement  “repudiating  this 
conduct.” 

Bishop  Whitaker  declined  to  take  up  the  theo¬ 
logical  cudgel  against  the  gay  and  lesbian  church  and 
instead  wrote  a  strong  statement  repudiating 
Haskell’s  scriptural  references  to  “sinful  homosex¬ 
uality.”  Whitaker  said  the  weddings  were  not  techni¬ 
cally  marriages,  since  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
"homosexual  marriage,”  but  that  as  ceremonies  of 
“union”  the  services  were  acceptable. 

Whitaker  also  wrote,  “From  time  to  time, 
isolated  verses  of  the  Bible  are  used  by  Christians  to 
justify  condemnation  of  homosexual  activity  and 
ostracism  of  homosexual  persons.  Such  use  of  scrip¬ 
ture  is  very  dangerous.  If  one  person  is  going  to  justify 
a  position,  another  person  is  equally  entitled  to  do  the 
same  for  different  positions.” 

Upham  couldn’t  agree  more  with  Bishop  Whit¬ 
aker’s  position  on  scriptural  sanctions  of  homosex¬ 
uality.  “I  don’t  know  any  respectable  theologian  that 
does  hunt-and-peck  theology,  what  we  call  proof- 
texting,”  she  said. 

Upham  intends  to  keep  her  church  doors  open  to 
the  MCC  congregation,  despite  Haskell’s  objections. 
"I  think  what  we’re  doing  is  Christian,”  she  declared. 
“I  think  what  we’re  doing  is  providing  a  place  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  nowhere  else  to  go." 


institutional  racism 

SAN  FRANSISCO  —  The  local  chapter  of  Black 
and  White  Men  Together  has  announced  that  infor¬ 
mational  picketing  of  Bay  Area  gay  bars  will  begin  for 
the  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  report  on  institutional  racism  in  the 
community,  according  to  Coming  Up! 

The  HRC  published  its  report  about  three  months 
ago  and,  in  it,  stated  that  “lesbian  and  gay  people  of 
color  are  proportionately  under-represented  in  the 
workforce  of  lesbian/gay-owned  businesses.”  The 
report  continued,  “It  is  time  that  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity  and  its  businesses  institute  its  own  affirma¬ 
tive  action  programs  with  vigor  and  sincerity.” 

A  BWMT  member  said,  "The  bar  leafletting  is  on¬ 
ly  the  first  step.  If  bar  owners  continue  to  ignore  this 
issue,  we  will  be  back,  again  and  again,  if  necessary, 
and  will  take  other  actions  as  well.” 


maine  gay  rights  bill 

PORTLAND,  ME  —  The  Maine  Human  Rights 
Commission  voted  to  urge  the  state’s  legislature  to 
enact  a  statewide  gay  rights  bill,  according  to  the 
Portland  Press  Herald. 

Commission  chairwoman  Patricia  Ryan  said  that 
although  the  commission  has  supported  the  gay 
rights  bill  each  of  the  four  times  it  has  come  before 
lawmakers,  “it’s  gotten  to  the  point  now  where  the 
commission  needs  to  make  it  a  priority  and  do  what  it 
can  to  amend  the  law.” 

“The  commission  has  decided  it  will  initiate  the 
legislation  this  time,”  Ryan  said.  “We’ll  be  submitting 
that  and  lining  up  sponsors.” 

A  bill  defeated  last  year  would  have  made  it  il¬ 
legal  to  discriminate  against  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
employment,  housing,  credit  and  other  areas. 

Portland’s  Gay  People’s  Alliance  is  organizing  a 
letter-writing  and  educational  campaign  to  muster 
support  for  amending  the  state’s  Human  Rights  Act 
to  protect  gay  men  and  lesbians.  And  the  Alliance  is 
documenting  cases  of  discrimination  against  gay 
people  to  underscore  the  need  for  the  bill. 

In  May  1983,  the  Maine  House  killed  the  gay 
rights  bill  after  supporters  had  won  Senate  approval. 


gay  judge  s 

NEW  YORK  —  New  York  state’s  first  openly  gay 
court  judge  was  sworn  in  on  August  28  by  Mayor  Ed 
Koch,  according  to  several  daily  papers. 

William  Thom,  founder  of  the  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  Education  Fund  and  former  chairman  of 
the  American  Bar  Association’s  subcommittee  on 
gay  rights  will  finish  an  interim  term  as  a  civil  court 
judge.  His  appointment  expires  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Thom  must  win  a  September  Democratic  primary 
against  two  opponents  in  order  to  secure  the  job’s  full 
ten-year  term. 

Thom  told  reporters  after  the  ceremony,  “My  ap¬ 
pointment  represents  a  victory  for  human  rights  for 
all  citizens  of  New  York.”  About  200  persons  attended 
the  swearing-in  ceremony. 

Thom  also  said,  “I  would  expect  to  be  accepted 
by  my  fellow  judges  as  well.” 


unprotected? 

SAN  BERNARDINO,  CA  —  In  defense  of  a  law¬ 
suit  challenging  demotion  based  upon  a  school  ad¬ 
ministrator’s  lesbianism,  a  local  school  district  is 
directly  challenging  last  year’s  opinion  of  the  attorney 
general  that  it  is  not  lawful  in  California  for  a  public 
agency  to  discriminate  in  employment  practices  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

The  San  Bernardino  Unified  School  District,  being 
sued  by  a  former  adminstrator  who  had  been 
demoted  to  classroom  teacher  status  because,  she 
claims,  she  is  a  lesbian,  has  challenged  the  basis  for 
California  Attorney  General  John  Van  de  Kamp’s 
December,  1983  opinion. 

The  school  district’s  lawyer,  in  seeking  dismissal 
fo  the  suit,  denies  that  homosexuals  are  a  protected 
class  under  California  law. 

Although  the  attorney  general  is  not  a  party  to 
the  suit,  the  decision  could  reinforce  the  attorney 
general’s  opinion,  or  effectively  overrule  it. 

Various  other  issues  are  involved  in  the  lawsuit, 
but  the  plaintiff’s  discrimination  claim  is  regarded  as 
the  primary  grounds  upon  which  claim  is  made. 


Jews  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Studds  Unruffled  By  Classic  Homophobia 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

Aspiring  lesbian  and  gay  politi¬ 
cians  in  the  proud  gay  ghettoes  of 
the  United  States  must  have  been 
slightly  surprised  on  July  14, 
1983,  when  the  nation’s  first  open¬ 
ly  gay  member  of  Congress  turned 
up,  not  in  West  Hollywood  or 
Castro  Street  or  Greenwich 
Village,  but  in  the  most  conserva¬ 
tive  congressional  district  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts. 

Rep.  Gerry  Studds,  a  six-term 
Democrat  whose  impeccable 
liberal  credentials  stand  in  decided 
contrast  to  the  conservatism  of  his 
constituents,  came  out  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  after  a  special  inves¬ 
tigative  committee  presented 
evidence  of  a  sexual  relationship 
Studds  had  with  a  17-year-old  con¬ 
gressional  page  ten  years 
previous. 

In  a  powerfully-worded  state¬ 
ment,  Studds  told  his  colleagues  he 
was  gay  and  acknowledged  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  relationship, 
which  he  called  “a  very  serious  er¬ 
ror  in  judgment  on  my  part.”  The 
House  later  voted  to  censure 
Studds  and  Rep.  Daniel  Crane,  an 
Illinois  Republican  who 
acknowledged  similar  conduct 
with  a  female  page. 

Studds  returned  to  his  district,  a 
slice  of  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
state  including  Cape  Cod  and  the 
Islands,  one  of  the  few  preserves 
of  Republicans  in  this  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  Democratic  state,  and  New 
Bedford,  a  largely  conservative, 
working-class  city  that  is  home  to  a 
significant  number  of  Portuguese 
and  other  immigrant  fisherman. 
There  he  gave  interviews,  first  to 
local  media  and  then  to  the  na¬ 
tional  press,  and  called  a  series  of 
the  open  meetings  that  have  helped 
earn  him’  a  reputation  for  accessi¬ 
bility.  In  frank  and  articulate 
language,  Studds  talked  about  the 
meaning  of  coming  out  and 
answered  his  constituents’  ques¬ 
tions.  He  found  overwhelming 
support  from  the  people  in  his  dis¬ 
trict,  but  he  also  soon  found  him¬ 
self  for  the  first  time  facing  serious 
opposition  in  his  bid  for  re- 
election. 

“1  see  fundamental  differences 
between  the  way  I  conduct  myself 
and  the  way  the  incumbent  Con¬ 
gressman  conducts  himself,” 
declared  Plymouth  County  Sheriff 
Peter  Flynn,  a  married  father  of 
two,  at  his  formal  entry  into  the 
Democratic  primary.  ‘“The 
Studds  Issue’  is  not  an  issue  of 
homosexuality.  He  has,  thus  far, 
very  skillfully  and  successively  [sic] 
made  it  an  issue  of  homosexuality. 
But  it  is  most  assuredly  not!  His 


sexual  relationship  with  a  teenage 
page  and  his  sexual  advances  to 
two  other  teenage  pages  would 
have  been  just  as  reprehensible  if 
they  had  been  heterosexual  rather 
than  homosexual  in  nature!  His 
lifestyle  is  not  at  issue,  his  conduct 
is.” 

”1  trust  that  1  have  made  my 
position  clear,”  concluded  Flynn 
after  eight  pages  of  prepared  text, 
“and  I  would  hope  that  we  do  not 
have  to  go  over  it  again  and  again. 
Rather,  I  want  to  get  on  with  the 
real,  and  most  important  issue  of 
this  campaign  —  the  problems  in 
the  Tenth  District  which  have  not 
been  dealt  with  adequately.” 

But  the  other  issues  Flynn  has 
addressed  —  Studds’  “effective¬ 
ness”  as  a  member  of  Congress 
and  the  propriety  of  a  Studds  cam¬ 
paign  contribution  from  a  gay  fun¬ 
draising  party,  to  name  but  two  — 
have  demonstrated  only  a 
clumsily-veiled  homophobia.  ( 

I 

“In  general,  negative  campaign 
tactics  speak  for  themselves  and 
demean  only  those  who  use 
them,”  Studds  has  replied;  he  uses 
similar  language  every  time  he  is 
called  upon  to  respond  to  Flynn’s 
charges.  “They  generally  charac¬ 
terize  the  campaign  that  has 
despaired  of  making  progress  on 
the  issues  and  they  seriously 
underestimate  both  the  in¬ 
telligence  and  the  decency  of  the 
public  at  large.” 

Studds’  own  campaign,  by  con¬ 
trast,  has  stressed  his  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  the  past  six  terms  and 
minimized  or  denied  his  sig¬ 
nificance  as  a  gay  member  of  Con¬ 
gress. 

“I  have  no  intention  whatso¬ 
ever,  no  matter  how  disappointing 
this  might  be  to  some  poeple  — 
and  I  don’t  think  it  is  to  very  many 
—  of  being  the  gay  congressman,” 

Studds  told  the  Quincy  Patriot 
Ledger.  “That’s  about  as  in¬ 
teresting  and  irrelevant  as  being 
the  straight  congressman.  It  has 
nothing  to  do  with  anything.” 

The  high  regard  in  which  the 
people  of  the  Tenth  District  hold 
their  congressman  is  due  in  large 
part  to  a  bill  he  co-sponsored  dur¬ 
ing  his  first  term  in  the  House. 
That  legislation  won  Studds  the 
undying  support  of  the  fishing  in¬ 
dustry  by  extending  the  country’s 
offshore  limits  from  12  to  200 
miles.  As  chair  of  the  House  Sub¬ 
committee  on  the  Coast  Guard 
and  Navigation  (a  chairmanship 
he  lost  as  a  result  of  his  censure, 
but  one  he’s  confident  he’ll 
regain),  Studds  has  been  able  to 
look  after  other  interests  of  his 


coastal  district  as  well.  He  has 
taken  the  time  and  effort  to 
become  an  expert  on  the  marine 
environment,  learn  fluent  Por¬ 
tuguese  (New  Bedford  has  a  large 
and  growing  Portuguese  and  Cape 
Verdean  population),  and  puts 
considerably  more  time  and 
resources  into  his  district  work 
than  into  the  world  of  Washington 
politics.  He  has,  by  his  own  es¬ 
timate,  held  more  than  700  open 
meetings  around  the  district  to 
hear  from  his  constituents. 

Flynn’s  increasing  frustration  at 
Studds’  refusal  to  speak  defensive¬ 
ly  about  the  censure  led  him  early 
On  to  abandon  his  stated  hope  not 
to  harp  on  the  issue.  “I  called  him 
a  child  molester,  I  called  him  a  liar, 
and  he  doesn’t  even  respond  to 
that,”  Flynn  complained  to  the 
Boston  Globe.  The  homophobia 
has  at  times  verged  on  self-parody. 
An  August  22  letter  from  Keith 
Westerman,  press  secretary  for  the 
Flynn  campaign,  brought  with  it  a 
press  release  and  a  biography  of 
Flynn’s  wife.  “Nancy  is  in  the 
position  of  being  the  only  wife  in¬ 
volved  in  this  year’s  Democratic 
Tenth  Congressional  District 
fight,  and  as  such,  has  a  unique 
perspective  on  the  race  against  in¬ 
cumbent  Gerry  Studds,”  read  the 
letter.  “In  a  congressional  race 
where  the  morality  question  and 
family  values  hold  the  attention  of 
the  public,  Nancy  has  something 
to  say  on  these  issues.  She  is  availa¬ 
ble  for  interviews  and  also  for 
guest  spots  on  talk  programs.” 

The  biography  describes  Nancy 
as  “an  active  political  wife”  and 
“an  accomplished  educator”  who 
“also  finds  time  for  knitting, 
crocheting,  and  assorted  arts  and 
crafts.”  The  press  release  con¬ 
tinues: 

“What  does  Peter  Flynn  have  to 
offer  that  the  other  ^candidates 
don’t  have? 

“[Replies  Nancy:]Tm  going  to 
be  very  immodest  and  say  “me.” 
None  of  the  other  Democratic  can¬ 
didates  are  married,  and  therefore 
they  don’t  spend  the  better  part  of 
the  day  and  night  with  one  ear 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  a 
woman’s  voice.  Peter  and  I  have 
been  a  team  for  22  years  and  have 
been  supportive  in  each  other’s  en¬ 
deavors.  He’s  always  listened  to 
my  point  of  view  as  a  working 
wife,  an  educator,  mother  and 
concerned  citizen,’  she  said.” 

There’s  more:  “Nancy  Flynn 
also  feels  she  will  be  an  asset  to 
constituents  when  her  husband  is 
elected  to  Congress.  ‘When  people 
elect  a  married  congressman,  they 
are  really  getting  double  value  for 


their  money.  A  congressional  wife 
does  not  get  a  salary,  but  does  a  lot 
of  work  in  the  district  and  in 
Washington.  In  this  day  of  seeking 
more  value  for  your  money,  that’s 
a  good  deal,’  she  said.” 

The  other  wifeless  candidate  in 
the  Democratic  primary  is 
Christopher  Trundy,  a  former 
Studds  supporter  who  has  said  he 
decided  to  run  only  because  he 
thought  Studds  would  not.  Trun¬ 
dy  has  questioned  Studds’  effec¬ 
tiveness  in  the  wake  of  a  congres¬ 
sional  censure;  he  is  not  seen  as  a 
serious  candidate.  Three 
Republicans  are  also  in  the  race; 
Lewis  Crampton,  a  former  ad¬ 
ministrator  with  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Protection  Agency,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  prevail  over  George 
Donovan  and  John  Bennett  and 
face  the  Democrat  in  November. 
Crampton,  who  has  been  tactful  in 
criticizing  the  censure,  would  pro¬ 
bably  be  a  more  serious  threat  to 
Studds  in  the  general  election  than 
Flynn  has  been  in  the  primary. 

The  national  recognition  Gerry 
Studds  has  received  derives  in  large 
part  from  his  steadfast  opposition 
to  the  Reagan  Administration’s 
policies  of  granting  military  aid  to 
repressive  governments  in  Latin 
America.  This  may  seem  like  an 
unpopular  position  in  the  only 
part  of  the  state  carried  by  Richard 
Nixon  in  the  Don’t-Blame- 
Me-I’m-From-Massachu- 
setts  landslide  of  1972  (a 


part  which  will  amost  certainly 
support  Ronald  Reagan  in  1984) 
but  there  are  clues  in  Studds’ 
literature  that  speak  to  this  contra¬ 
diction.  “No  issues  are  more  local 
than  those  that  threaten  the  future 
of  us  all,”  reads  a  Studds  brochure 
that  addresses  the  Coast  Guard, 
the  environment,  district  issues 
and  foreign  policy,  “or  that  may 
take  the  lives  of  our  sons  and 
daughters  serving  in  the  armed 
forces.” 

If  that  link  doesn’t  help  to 
resolve  the  contradiction,  there’s 
always  this  thought,  from  the  con¬ 
cluding  section  of  the  brochure: 
“In  short,  whether  we  agree  or  dis¬ 
agree  with  his  views,  we  know  we 
have  a  congressman  who  cares 
about  us  —  and  who  has  worked 
hard  for  our  interests.”  It’s  an  ap¬ 
proach  to  representation  that  has 
earned  Studds  the  support  of 
everyone  from  the  Sierra  Club  to 
the  Teamsters. 

The  Teamsters?  “We’re  going 
with  Studds,”  says  Umberto  Cruz, 
treasurer  and  executive  officer  of 
the  New  Bedford  Teamsters  local, 
the  Shelvers,  Warehousemen  and 
Helpers  of  America.  “We  don’t 
endorse  in  the  primary,  but  the 
whole  local’s  working  for  him. 
He’s  a  terrific  guy.  He’s  done  a 
good  job  as  congressman.” 

What  about  the  censure? 
“That’s  his  personal  business,” 
Cruz  told  GCN.  “We  don’t  get  in¬ 
volved  in  his  personal  life.” 


Gay  Political  Caucus  Recommends  Candidates 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  executive 
board  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus  met  on  Septem¬ 
ber  5  to  make  its  recommendations 
in  local  congressional  and 
legislative  races.  The  eleven  board 
members  present  said  they  based 
their  recommendations  exclusively 
on  the  candidates’  positions  on 
issues  of  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  a 
criterion  that  led  them  to  recom¬ 
mend  both  competing  candidates 
in  two  controversial  races. 

In  the  Second  Middlesex  State 
Senate  District,  Somerville  Aider- 
man  Sal  Albano  and  State  Repre¬ 
sentative  Vincent  Piro  are  both 
seeking  to  replace  the  retiring  Sen. 
Denis  McKenna,  a  much-pub¬ 
licized  homophobe.  Albano,  a  lib¬ 
eral  who  has  supported  abortion 
rights,  rent  control  and  gay  rights, 
has  enjoyed  extensive  lesbian  and 
gay  support;  he  lost  a  bid  for  the 
seat  two  years  ago  by  an  extremely 
narrow  margin.  Piro,  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  under  indictment  for  alleg¬ 


edly  accepting  a  bribe  from  an 
undercover  FBI  agent,  has  op¬ 
posed  abortion  and  rent  control; 
he  voted  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill  in  the  House  last  year, 
however.  The  Caucus  has  recom¬ 
mended  both  candidates. 

Caucus  board  members  faced  a 
similar  dilemma  in  the  Suf¬ 
folk/Middlesex  Senate  race,  where 
a  more  progressive  newcomer 
faces  an  incumbent  who  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
bill.  Sen.  Michael  LoPresti,  repre¬ 
senting  East  Boston,  the  North 
End,  part  of  Beacon  Hill  and  the 
eastern  half  of  Cambridge,  has 
voted  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights, 
although  he  earned  some  criticism 
for  missing  an  important  vote  on 
the  bill  last  year.  But  LoPresti  also 
supports  the  death  penalty  and  op¬ 
poses  abortion  rights,  in  contrast 
to  his  opponent,  East  Boston  labor 
organizer  Mark  Govoni. 

Govoni,  who  seemed  unlikely  to 
oust  the  well-entrenched  incum¬ 


bent  at  the  start  of  the  campaign, 
has  gained  impressive  momentum 
as  a  “rules  reform”  candidate;  he 
has  emphasized  LoPresti’s  ties  to 
the  conservative  Senate  leadership 
and  suggested  that  the  incumbent 
spends  little  time  in  his  district. 
Govoni  has  amassed  a  long  list  of 
endorsements,  including  the 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance,  the  Boston  Globe  and 
the  Herald ;  the  Caucus  has 
recommended  both  Govoni  and 
LoPresti. 

In  another  controversial  race, 
the  Caucus  board  voted  to  endorse 
incumbent  Rep.  Sal  DiMasi,  who 
represents  part  of  Beacon  Hill,  the 
North  End,  part  of  the  South  End 
and  Chinatown.  DiMasi,  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill,  also  opposes  abortion 
and  favors  the  death  penalty. 
DiMasi’s  opponent,  North  End 
restaurateur  Sal  Tecce,  is  “pro- 
choice”  and  has  earned  the 
endorsement  of  the  Black  Political 


Task  Force  and  the  Massachusetts 
Women’s  Political  Caucus.  The 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  found  itself  too  divided  to 
make  an  endorsement  in  the  race. 

In  Jamaica  Plain,  tenant  activist 
John  McDonough  is  challenging 
incumbent  Rep.  James  Craven, 
who  after  26  years  in  office  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  House.  Mc¬ 
Donough  has  actively  sought  out 
local  lesbian  and  gay  support, 
while  Craven,  who  has  a  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  homophobe,  has  refused 
to  answer  questionnaires  from  the 
Caucus  and  the  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance.  Three 
candidates  listed  in  that  race  have 
not  campaigned  and  are  widely 
thought  to  be  “straws,”  meant  to 
draw  votes  away  from  Mc¬ 
Donough.  McDonough  has  won 
the  endorsement  of  the  Alliance 
and  the  recommendation  of  the 
Caucus. 

Arline  Isaacson,  a  member  of 
the  executive  board  of  the  Caucus 


and  a  former  lobbyist  for  the 
organization,  said  the  amount  of 
gay-baiting  in  the  current  cam¬ 
paign  has  exceeded  that  in 
previous  races.  In  one  case,  the 
August  23  Medford  Mercury 
noted  that  copies  of  an  advertise¬ 
ment  for  Albano  that  appeared 
recently  in  GCN  had  been  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  district. 

“Of  course,”  the  Mercury 
astutely  noted,  “anyone  trying  to 
dampen  Albano’s  efforts  in  the 
Somerville  area  bordering  Cam¬ 
bridge  with  that  type  of  goods  is 
wasting  their  time.  The  population 
in  that  area  makes  San  Francisco 
look  ‘straight’  by  comparison.” 
The  Mercury  noted,  however,  that- 
such  a  leaflet  could  do  damage  to 
Aibano’s  campaign  in  most  other 
parts  of  Medford  and  Somerville. 
The  Mercury  spoke  disapproving¬ 
ly  of  the  tactic,  noting  that  “the 
photocopies  were  hardly  intended 
to  keep  voters  abreast  of  political 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Community  Voices - 


Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
th<f  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to: 

GCN/  AAC 

167  Tremont  Street  #5 

Boston,  MA  02111 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 


ken  smith 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Com¬ 
munity: 

It  is  with  regret  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  (GLCS) 
announces  the  departure  of  Ken  Smith  from  the 
agency.  Mr.  Smith  has  served  GLCS  for  four 
years  as  the  Director  of  Administration  and  as 
Coordinator  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline.  We 
would  like  to  thank  Ken  for  his  invaluable  as¬ 
sistance,  perserverence  and  dedication,  through 
what  have  often  been  very  trying  times.  His  up¬ 
beat  style  and  affable  manner  will  be  sorely 
missed. 

The  decision  to  eliminate  the  position  of  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Administration  for  GLCS  was  not  an  easy 
one  for  the  Board  to  reach.  However,  over  the 
past  six  months  we  have  been  in  receipt  of  infor¬ 
mation  from  our  accountants  which  shows  that 
the  agency  is  operating  at  an  alarming  deficit, 
making  it  clear  that  unless  there  is  a  dramatic 
turnaround,  the  very  future  of  the  organization  is 
in  very  serious  doubt. 

Our  Executive  Director  and  Clinical  Director' 
have  closely  examined  our  clinical  and  admin¬ 
istrative  productivity.  Financial  projections  in¬ 
dicate  that  with  increased  utilization  of  our  ser¬ 
vices,  the  operation  will  be  stabilized  by  the  end 
of  this  calendar  year.  In  addition,  the  Board  is 
planning  two  fundraising  events  for  the  fall,  as 
well  as  a  direct  mail  and  marketing/promotional 
campaign. 

GLCS  is  a  private,  non-profit  outpatient  men¬ 
tal  health  clinic,  which  has  been  serving  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  of  Greater  Boston  for 
over  a  decade.  Founded  in  1971  as  the  Homophile 
Community  Health  Service,  the  agency  has 
evolved  from  a  volunteer,  peer  counseling  service 
where  gay  men  and  lesbians  could  find  em- 
pathetic  support,  to  a  licensed  and  professionally 
staffed  community  mental  health  clinic.  GLCS, 
in  celebrating  its  thirteenth  year  of  service,  re¬ 
mains  sensitive  to  the  critical  need  for  our  ser¬ 
vices,  and  confident  in  the  organization’s  ability 
to  deliver  them  with  consistency  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  quality.  A  challenge,  however,  remains. 
For  GLSC  and  other  agencies  like  it,  the  challenge 
is  to  effectively  gather  resources,  in  order  that, 
regardless  of  the  obstacles,  we  may  achieve  our 
goals.  These  resources  include,  the  development 
of  broad  based  community  support  —  the  educa¬ 
ting  of  the  broader  human  community  in  the 
absolute  value  of  our  services  and  the  human  be¬ 
ings  who  consume  them;  the  formation  of  effec¬ 
tive  alliances  —  ensuring  that  we  reach  out  and 
collaborate  with  other  human  service  agencies 
and  advocacy  groups  —  for  the  alternative  is  the 
isolation  and  the  stripping  of  potency  that 
destroys;  and  finally,  the  garnering  of  financial 
slrenghth  —  the  involvement  on  our  Board  and  in 
our  decision-making  of  those  who  bring  financial 
sophistication  and  fiscal  expertise  that  will 
guarantee  our  clients’  facilities,  programs  and 
services.  To  meet  this  challenge  is  to  allow  for  our 
services  and  programs  to  prosper  in  the  best  of 
times,  and  more  importantly  to  survive  in  the 
worst  of  times. 

It  is  always  unfortunate  when  anyone  occupies 
a  position  which  is  eliminated  by  reduction  in 
force  effort.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  GLCS 
wishes  to  make  clear  to  the  community  that  Ken 
Smith  leaves  with  our  strong  recommendation 
and  support.  We  wish  him  the  best  of  luck  in  his 
future  endeavors  and  sincerely  hope  that  he  re¬ 
mains  involved  in  the  community  to  which  he  has 
so  meaningfully  contributed. 

Sincerely, 

The  Board  of  Directors 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

Boston,  MA 


Speak  Your  Mind! 

In  Community  Voices 


whither  an 
editorial 

Dear  GCN: 

1  have  been  talking  to  several  members  of  the 
New  Bedford  Fourth  Estate,  and  they  all  asked 
me  this  question;  “Has  GCN  commented 
editorially  about  the  action  of  the  New  Bedford 
Library?”  Much  to  my  embarassment  and 
chagrin,  1  was  forced  to  reply:  “No,  they  don’t 
have  an  editorial  page.”  However,  1  recalled  that 
at  one  time  they  had  such  a  page.  I  looked 
through  my  past  issues  of  GCN  and  found  the 
June  18,  1983  issue  (Vol.  10,  No.  47)  and  also  I 
found  a  June  10,  1982  issue  (Vol.  9,  No.  50),  both 
of  which  had  hard-hitting  editorials.  If  memory 
serves,  the  editorials  stopped  right  after  the 
former  headquarters  of  GCN  was  burned  to  the 
ground.  I  think  there  was  some  kind  of  cause  and 
effect  here.  Be  that  as  it  may,  subseqent  to  the  act 
of  arson  on  the  GCN  offices,  the  editorials  were 
terminated.  GCN  needs  an  editorial  page.  Forex- 
ample:  What  should  the  gay  community  do  about 
the  banning  of  Gay  Community  News ?  (They 
should  do  something.)  This  requires  editorial 
comment.  The  gay  community  expects  leadership 
from  GCN. 

It’s  time  GCN  started  once  again  to  provide  it. 
Sincerely, 

Jim  Lynott 
New  Bedford,  MA 


wasn’t  big  enough 

Dear  GCN, 

I’ve  been  procrastinating  on  writing  this  letter. 
I’d  like  to  thank  Robert  Mittenbuhler  for  giving 
me  the  needed  inspiration  in  his  letter  in  the  Aug. 

1 1  issue.  Thank  you,  Robert. 

I  was  raised  to  believe  that  sex  was  dirty  and  un¬ 
til  a  few  years  ago,  I  really  believed  it.  But,  once  I 
started  realizing  that  I  am  a  lesbian,  I  started  to  be 
more  open  minded.  I  had  sexual  desires  but  1 
couldn’t  be  a  lesbian  and  lead  a  “normal”  sex 
life.  Therefore,  I  had  to  do  away  with  the  closed 
mind.  It  became  necessary  for  me  to  be  more 
open  minded  and  understanding. 

I  understand  everyone  couldn’t  enjoy  the 
samples  of  Bad  Attitude  and  Fag  Rag.  I,  also, 
understand  there  are  groups  that  detest  gays  and 
lesbians.  Unfortunately,  there  are,  also  lesbians 
who  hate  all  men  and  gay  men  who  hate  all 
women.  I  understand  that  these  situations  exist 
but  I  don’t  have  to  agree  with  them,  nor  do  I  have 
to  participate.  I  must  be  open  minded  enough  to 
live  my  life  and  let  others  live  theirs.  If  anyone 
didn’t  want  to  read  either  publication,  they  had 
the  option  of  putting  it  aside  or  even  throwing  it 
away. 

Personally,  I  had  two  problems  with  the 
samples.  The  first  being,  it  wasn’t  a  big  enough 
issue.  The  second  because  I  can’t  afford  a 
subscription  because  I’m  incarcerated. 

I’d  like  to  thank  the  staff  at  GCN  for  being 
open  minded  enough  to  help  others  to  become 
aware  of  a  different  type  of  publication.  It  was 
my  option  to  read  it  and  I’m  glad  I  was  open 
minded  enough  to  explore  it.  I  only  wish  I  were 
able  to  express  my  fantasies  or  thoughts  to  be 
shared  with  others. 

I’d  like  to  thank  all  three  papers  for  sharing 
with  me.  I’m  glad  we  aren’t  all  living  in  closeted 
minds  upon  exiting  from  those  damned  closets. 
Please  continue  your  interesting  and  informative 
publications  for  the  rest  .of  us- 
Thanks, 

Mary  K.  Humphreys 
PO  Box  535 
Jessup,  MD  20794 


insult  to  injury 

(GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Mario  Mat¬ 
tel,  the  owner  of  the  Boston  Eagle,  whose  apology 
for  showing  an  Eddie  Murphy  video  was  recently 
published  in  The  New  England  Connection  — 
Ed.) 

Mario  Mattei, 

As  a  person  with  AIDS,  I  feel  that  Mario  Mat- 
tei’s  “Open  letter  of  apology”  was  a  further  in¬ 
sult  to  an  already  bad  situation.  There  are  many 
points  in  his  statement  that  I  feel  personally  com¬ 
pelled  to  respond  to  —  so  many  that  it  is  difficult 
to  begin.  But  let  me  try. 

For  starters,  Mario  states  his  sensitivity  to  the 
needs  of  Boston  Gays  and  his  ceaseless  work  to 
contribute  to  a  better  environment  for  Gays.  How 
can  anyone  sensitive  to  the  Gay  community  be  un¬ 
aware  that  a  nationwide  boycott  of  Eddie  Mur¬ 
phy  has  been  undertaken  by  us.  This  has  been 
publicized  in  the  Advocate,  the  Gay  Community 
News  and  in  the  New  York  Native.  Does  Mario 
read  the  Gay  press?  Does  providing  a  “better  en¬ 
vironment”  include  videos  of  the  very  homo¬ 
phobia  and  fag-baiting  we  experience  everyday 
on  the  streets  from  straight  punks?  I  think  that  we 
go  to  our  clubs  to  relax  with  friends,  not  to  be 
subjected  to  further  bigotry.  Does  he  need  to  be 
told  that  AIDS  jokes  are  not  funny? 

Mario  states  that  “no  complaints  were  made  to 
any  of  his  staff”  at  the  Eagle.  This  is  a  lie!  Com¬ 
plaints  were  not  only  made  to  the  staff,  we  (AIDS 
Action  Committee)  received  calls  from  customers 
who  stated  that  they  complained  to  the  staff  and 
to  Mario.  In  one  case,  Mario’s  response  was, 


“Fuck  them,  it’s  my  club.”  I’ve  also  received 
calls  from  staff  members,  who  must  remain 
anonymous,  stating  their  hopelessness  with  the 
situation.  Complaints  were  also  lodged  at  the  of¬ 
fice  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Affairs  within  City  Hall 
by  patrons  who  stated  the  offensiveness  of  the 
video  and  the  non-responsive  attitude  of  the 
Eagle  when  they  complained. 

Mario  flatters  us  by  his  sense  that  preparations 
for  this  demonstration  took  over  a  week.  In  fact, 

I  became  aware  of  the  situations  on  Monday, 
made  two  phone  calls  to  people  within  the  AAC 
that  night,  and  we  achieved  the  community 
response  Mario  witnessed  by  Wednesday.  This  in¬ 
dicates  the  level  of  outrage  which  Mario  pro¬ 
voked.  Many  of  the  people  who  joined  our  picket 
line  were  customers  of  the  Eagle  who  appreciated 
our  efforts  to  call  attention  to  a  deplorable  situa¬ 
tion.  Our  original  group  of  35  people  grew  to  60 
as  customers  left  the  bar  to  support  us. 

With  regards  to  this  “costly  demonstration,” 
our  expenses  were  $  1 5 .00  for  flyers.  1  think  this  is 
a  very  small  price  to  pay  for  community  educa¬ 
tion,  one  of  the  goals  of  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee.  I  do  agree  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  any 
community  funds  have  to  be  used  educating  our 
own  community  but  our  demonstration  accom¬ 
plished  a  great  deal.  Our  efforts  to  improve  the 
quality  of  care  for  people  with  AIDS  are  not 
restricted  to  hospitals  and  federal  bureaucracies. 
We  expect  no  less  compassion  and  understanding 
from  our  own  institutions  and  we  have  a  moral 
responsibility  to  respnd  when  they  behave  ir¬ 
responsibly.  The  “harmony”  and  “unity”  which 
Mario  speaks  of  are  not  achieved  by  a  double¬ 
standard  of  ignoring  the  shit  in  our  own  back¬ 
yards. 

Mario  claims  ignorance  of  our  proposed 
demonstration.  I  find  it  hard  to  believe,  knowing 
the  grape-vine  in  this  community,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  picket.  The  police  van  waiting  in 
front  of  the  club  would  suggest  that  someone 
knew  something  was  happening.  Or  do  the  police 
position  themselves  outside  the  Eagle  every  Wed¬ 
nesday  night?  We  certainly  didn’t  call  them  as 
their  only  efforts  in  our  behalf  were  warnings  to 
“keep  moving.” 

Now  the  real  sensitive  issues.  With  regards  to 
all  the  money  Mario  has  raised  for  the  commu¬ 
nity,  it’s  time  the  truth  were  told.  Last  October 
Chaps  did  indeed  have  a  major  benefit  for  the 
AAC.  It  was  a  very  formal  affair  with  over  130 
guests  donating  $35.00  each.  Over  $4500.-  was 
raised  that  evening;  the  AAC  received  a  check  for 
$465.  Where  did  the  money  go  —  overhead  costs 
which  included  liquor,  catering  and  rental  of  tux¬ 
edos  for  the  staff.  I  think  the  donors  of  that  affair 
are  going  to  be  more  than  a  little  surprised  that  we 
did  not  receive  the  money  they  so  generously 
gave. 

Mario  states  that  at  his  most  recent  re-opening 
of  CHAPS,  the  door  proceeds  were  given  to 
AIDS  research  at  Deaconess  Hospital.  A  noble 
cause  and  I  wholeheartedly  support  this  gesture. 
However,  he  fails  to  say  that  on  the  day  following 
our  demonstration  he  told  Larry  Kessler,  director 
of  the  AAC,  that  to  get  back  at  us,  he  had  decided 
that  day  to  collect  money  for  the  Deaconess.  This 
was  an  act  of  retribution,  not  generosity.  And  it 
was  community  money,  not  a  personal  gift.  If 
Mario  was  really  sincere  about  his  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  AIDS,  he’d  sell  his  Rolls  Royce  and  dig  in¬ 
to  his  own  pocket.  I  can  personally  attest  that  the 
withdrawal  of  Mr.  Mattel’s  support  to  the  AAC 
will  hardly  go  noticed. 

As  a  former  employee  of  Mario’s,  I  find  it  im¬ 
possible  to  be  entirely  objective  in  my  response  to 
his  “apology.”  My  impression  of  his  “sensitivity 
to  Boston’s  Gays”  is  tainted  by  the  fact  that,  dur¬ 
ing  the  beginning  of  this  health  crisis,  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Chaps  cancelled  our  group  health  in¬ 
surance  policy.  We  found  out  only  6  months  later 
when  we  received  notice  from  the  insurer  that 
payments  had  been  discontinued  and  our  policies 
had  lapsed.  Yet,  for  3  months,  weekly  deduc¬ 
tions  contined  to  be  taken  from  our  paychecks  (an 
oversight,  of  course). 

I  want  to  also  state  that  my  participation  in  the 
picket  and  the  statements  in  this  letter  are  my  per¬ 
sonal  feelings  and  are  directed  at  Mario  Mattei, 
not  his  staff.  Many  of  the  employees  at  the  Eagle 
and  Chaps  were,  and  remain,  my  friends.  I  ap¬ 
preciate  the  efforts  of  Evan  Anthony,  Susan  Egan 
and  others  in  the  clubs  to  raise  money  for  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  It  was  very  clear  that 
the  decision  to  continually  show  the  Eddie  Mur¬ 
phy  video  was  made  by  Mario.  His  self-percep¬ 
tion  of  being  an  innocent  victim  of  an  unwar¬ 
ranted  attack  (via  the  demonstration)  is  falling  on 
deaf  ears.  The  only  thing  in  his  apology  that  I  can 
agree  with  is  that  the  picketing  “should  never 
have  occurred.”  You  are  right,  Mario,  and  if  you 
had  only  shown  some  of  the  sensitivity  you  lay 
claim  to,  it  never  would  have. 

Kevin  McConville 
Boston,  MA 


Correction 

Due  to  an  error  in  the  advertising 
department,  the  New  Words  Book¬ 
store  ad  appearing  in  last  week’s 
book  supplement  included  incorrect 
information  about  the  Women’s 
Craft  Market.  The  dates  for  the 
market  have  not  yet  been  sent. 
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Speaking  Out - 

“Pimps  and  Porn”  at  Michigan 

By  Sharon  Page 


Circulating  about  the  9th  Michigan  Womyn's  Music  Festival: 

RUMOR:  CIA  agents  infiltrate  in  order  to  divide  and  disrupt. 

RUMOR:  Agents  of  Hustler  attempt  to  photograph  unsuspecting  nude  women. 

RUMOR:  Sado-masochists  take  over,  hold  public  torture  sessions. 

RUMOR:  Swastikas  displayed  on  the  main  stage. 

RUMOR:  Pornographers  kicked  off  The  Land. 

-  FACT:  All  of  these  rumors  are  false,  though  sexual  politics  did  emerge  as  the  central 
political  preoccupation  at  Michigan  this  year,  eclipsing  bisexuality  and  rock’n’roll  as  topics 
of  controversy.  Adding  to  my  ever-present  fascination  with  subjects  sexual  was  that  at  the 
eye  of  this  storm  were  two  women  who  happen  to  be  close  friends  and  colleagues  of  mine. 
While  this  lends  me  a  knowledgeable  insider’s  perspective  on  events,  I  realize  the  admission 
of  my  vantage  point  may  disqualify  me  from  getting  a  further  hearing  in  some  circles.  1  can 
only  reply  that  my  lack  of  pretense  at  being  a  disinterested  observer  only  makes  me  more 
honest,  not  less  credible,  than  other  participants  in  the  discussion. 

FACT:  Two  Chicago  feminists,  both  veterans  of  women’s  music  festivals,  posted 
notices  at  Michigan  soliciting  “uninhibited  women  of  all  sizes,  colors  and  shapes,  to  pose 
for  a  new  woman-identified,  woman-run  pornography  magazine  dedicated  to  the  explora¬ 
tion  and  celebration  of  women’s  sexuality  in  its  many  forms.” 

Hold  everything,  did  they  say  “pornography”?  Perhaps  an  unwise  choice  of  words... 
but  too  late;  the  alarm  was  sounded.  Like  right-wingers  reacting  to  the  spectre  of  “com¬ 
munism”  or  liberals  to  the  charge  of  “irresponsibility,”  some  women  at  the  festival  needed 
know  no  more  than  that  “pornographers”  were  on  The  Land.  Within  24  hours,  rumors 
were  rife  that  “pimps”  were  sexploiting  the  festival  for  their  private  profit. 

FACT:  The  editors  of  Embrace,  as  the  project  is  known,  call  themselves  “woman-iden¬ 
tified  women.”  Between  the  two  of  them,  they  share  experience  with  anti-Semitism,  fat  op¬ 
pression,  legal  representation  of  battered  women,  bisexuality,  and  lesbianism,  to  name  a  few 
relevant  issues.  Both  have  histories  in  the  feminist  movement  and  in  the  gay  commuity  going 
back  years. 

The  three  of  us  came  to  know  one  another  in  early  1982  through  joint  work  in 
Chicago’s  Take  Back  the  Night  Coalition.  Then  1  was  a  lone  voice  urging  TBTN  to  clarify  its 
stand  on  prostitutes,  police  and  porn.  My  two  colleagues  joined  others  in  tabling  these  ques¬ 
tions  for  the  sake  of  unity  around  the  common,  if  ill-defined,  cause  of  “organizing  against 
violence  against  women.”  When  I  left  TBTN  one  year,  one  benefit,  one  march,  and  many 
meetings  later,  they  were  among  the  handful  of  women  still  trying  to  sustain  the  coalition  in 
the  face  of  growing  apathy,  incurring  personal  debts  of  nearly  $1000  before  letting  the 
coalition  fold. 

FACT:  Some  women  at  the  Michigan  festival,  upon  seeing  the  Embrace  notices  (as  well 
as  a  semi-related,  serio-comic  flyer  for  the  fictitious  Women  for  Alternative  Pornography), 
defaced  the  posters  and  demanded  that  Community  Center  workers  remove  all  leaflets. 
Festival  organizers  responded  by  calling  for  discussion  the  next  day  on  “Censorship, 
Feminism,  and  ‘Woman-Identified  Pornography,’”  announced  at  the  Thursday  Night 
Stage. 

At  the  Friday  assembly  of  over  50  women,  my  friends  came  forward  to  identity  them¬ 
selves  and  motivate  their  project.  They  acknowledged  pornography  as  a  disputed  issue 
among  feminists,  asserted  their  commitment  to  working  against  violence  against  women,  ex¬ 
plained  their  focus  on  “women’s  sexual  pleasure  as  seen,  presented  and  defined  by  women 
embracing  every  form  of  sexuality,”  and  invited  the  input  of  all  concerned  women. 

The  exchange  that  followed  was  measured,  respectful,  and  moving  in  a  thoughtful  way. 
Several  women  declared  their  support  of  the  endeavor.  Several  others  voice  their  belief  that 
the  project  inherently  objectifies,  exploits  and  degrades  women.  Many  women  contended 
that  censorship  of  information  about  the  magazine  denied  women  the  right  to  decide  their 
stance  for  themselves.  It  seemed  for  the  moment  that  feminist  process  had  identified  the 
overriding  issue  at  stake  to  be  free  access  to  information. 

FACT:  Much  existing  pornography  is  bad,  either  because  it  distorts  women’s  sexuality, 
sets  up  destructive  models  for  men’s  sexuality,  and/or  is  just  not  convincingly  sexy.  While 
almost  all  women  can  agree  on  this  much,  approaches  for  action  resemble  the  multitude  of 
footpaths  that  branch  out  from  the  main  road  running  through  the  festival,  taking  one  from 
“quiet  and  chem-free”  space  to  “lowd  and  rowdy”  areas. 

After  the  demise  of  Chicago’s  Take  Back  the  Night  Coalition,  women  went  on  to 
articulate  at  least  two  different  approaches  to  sexual  politics,  taking  organizational  shape  as 
Embrace  and  the  recently-formed  Feminists  Against  Pornographic  Propaganda  (FAPP). 
Remarkably,  a  few  women  from  each  group  have  thus  far  maintained  working  friendships 
based  on  respecting  differences  and  pursuing  discussion.  Women  from  Embrace  and  from 
FAPP  camped  and  partied  together  for  four  days  at  the  festival.  Whether  this  exemplary 
relationship  weathers  the  coming  storm  remains  to  be  seen. 

FACT:  Carrying  signs  reading  “Pimps  Off  The  Land”  and  chanting  “No  more  porn, 
no  more  sexploitation,”  some  100  women  marched  down  the  main  festival  road  midday 
Saturday.  Their  stated  intent  was  to  disrupt  Embrace’s  workshop  for  women  interested  in 
the  project.  Preventing  the  workshop  became  a  moot  issue  as  festival  organizer  intervened, 
concerned  with  Embrace's  lack  of  a  commercial  business  permit.  The  Embrace  editors 
owned  their  unintentional  lapse  and  agreed  at  once  not  to  contract  for  business. 

But  pornography  as  principle  was  on  the  table  for  another  round  of  debate.  The  Em¬ 
brace  women,  showing  considerable  gutsiness  under  the  circumstances,  waded  into  the 
midst  of  a  swelling  crowd  whose  mood  was  overtly  confrontational,  hostile,  volatile.  Their 
attempts  at  explanation  were  met  with  hissing  and  baiting.  Protestors’  shouts  that  the 
project  promoted  objectification  and  violence  against  women  were  punctuated  by  com¬ 
ments  like  those  of  the  women  next  to  me:  “Those  pimps  are  lucky  I  don’t  go  punch  ’em 
out.”  The  irony  of  this  travesty  was  lost  on  its  authors. 

The  intercession  of  professional  mediators  midway  did  little  to  facilitate  feminist 
process.  Many  of  those  assembled  seemed  frighteningly  disinterested  in  learning  who  and 
what  Embrace  was,  displaying  only  an  intent  to  silence.  One  women  complained  outright 
that  the  “discussion”  was  giving  Embrace  a  forum  which  should  be  denied. 

Though  little  communication  took  place  other  than  that  of  rage  and  panic,  some 
women  held  to  the  festival’s  tradition  of  pluralistic  tolerance  and  stood  against  the  tide  of 
belligerent  bullying.  One  lesbian  rights  activist,  nationally  known  for  her  long  fight  against 
government  punishment  of  free  speech,  reserved  opinion  on  the  porn  project  per  se  while 
defending  the  right  of  the  Embrace  women  to  speak  and  organize.  Others  who  disagreed 
with  the  project  acknowledged  the  editors’  integrity  while  under  fire  by  coming  forward 
with  offers  of  hugs. 

FACT:  No  guarantees  exist  that  woman-made  erotica  will  be  perceived  as  “better” 
than  male-dominated  porn.  Scoffing  at  Embrace' s  intent  to  “redirect”  the  porn  industry, 
one  woman  pointed  out  that  we  are  not  biologically  superior  to  men  and  can  also  objectify 
and  exploit  women.  The  gauntlet  was  hurled  at  the  editors  again  and  again  to  show  how 
Embrace  will  differ  from  man-made  porn. 

Some  attempts  at  feminist  erotica,  perhaps  from  fear  of  objectifying  women,  have 
produced  abstract  metaphors  for  bodies  and  sexual  acts,  such  as  images  of  sand  dunes  and 
ice  formations.  According  to  some  feminist  pronouncements,  this  is  the  only  form  of 
“sexual”  imagery  permissible  that  doesn’t  run  the  risk  of  exploiting  women  or  turning  on 
men.  But  if  the  effect  of  erotica,  the  point  of  porn,  is  to  arouse  sexual  desire,  most  of  these 
exercises  in  subtlety  simply  fail  to  excite  prurient  interest. 

Embrace  aims  to  join  artistic  and  aesthetic  creativity  with  explicit  sexuality.  It  intends  to 
challenge  standards  of  beauty,  racism,  ageism  and  ableism  through  expressing  the  full  rain¬ 
bow  of  women’s  bodies  and  how  we  enjoy  them,  from  straight  heterosexual  sex  to  lesbian 


s/m.  The  editors  look  to  their  collaborators  and  contributors  to  interpret  their  own  fantasies 
and  experiences  of  women  moving  beyond  victimization  to  empowerment. 

The  Embrace  women  realize  that  they  may  fail  to  meet  even  their  own  criteria  for 
success,  much  less  that  of  women  against  pornography.  Nonetheless,  they  are  willing  to  put 
their  names,  reputations  and  futures  on  the  line  to  add  their  effort  to  those  of  other  women’s 
projects  to  reclaim  sex  as  a  territory  of  pleasure  and  not  only  danger. 

FACT:  The  porn  controversy  dovetailed  with  conflict  over  how  far  s/m  dykes  could 
step  out  of  the  closet  at  Michigan.  In  perhaps  a  too-optimistic  estimation  of  the  space  won 
for  themselves  over  the  years,  s/m  dykes  claimed  a  relatively  high  profile.  At  the  Friday  porn 
discussion,  they  were  visible  and  vocal  in  supporting  woman-made  porn,  sharing  their  pain 
and  anger  at  having  feminists,  as  well  as  the  straight  world,  deny  and  denigrate  their 
sexuality. 

The  Saturday  anti-porn  rally  coincided  with  an  s/m  workshop  on  toys,  techniques  and 
safety  tips,  during  which  one  volunteer  was  tied,  whipped  and  cut.  Despite  attempts  to  move 
into  seclusion,  their  activities  were  visible  to  on-lookers,  and  rumors  of  torture  spread 
through  the  festival. 

The  conspiracy  theory  of  a  take-over  by  sex  perverts  reached  new  highs  with  Saturday 
night’s  performance  by  Carol  MacDonald  and  Witch.  Their  hard-driving  rock’n’roll  style 
was  graphically  illustrated  by  two  striking  stage  props:  two  mean-looking  women  in  black 
leather,  arms  crossed  and  legs  parted,  “guarding”  either  end  of  the  stage.  The  effect  was 
topped  off  by  the  interpreter’s  choice  of  costume:  black  leather  with  silver  handcuffs  swing¬ 
ing  from  the  belt.  While  some  festival-goers  were  hugely  entertained  by  the  combined  show, 
others  walked  out  in  disgust. 

FACT:  At  the  last  porn  assembly  midday  Sunday,  an  ad  hoc  group  of  women  presented 
a  list  of  demands  addressed  to  festival  organizers.  The  core  demand  was  instituting  a  “code 
of  feminist  ethics  and  morality”  delineating  acceptable  and  unacceptable  ways  of  being,  act¬ 
ing  and  talking  on  The  Land.  Declaring  their  discomfort  with  “letting  volatile  issues  just 
come  up,”  the  group  argued  for  the  code  to  preempt  taboo  issues,  such  as  any  potential 
discussion  of  “the  positive  aspects  of  families  initiating  children  into  sex.”  Who  would 
judge  what  was  and  was  not  moral,  and  by  what  process,  was  left  to  the  imagination. 

Presumably  this  code  would  help  protect  some  of  us  from  ourselves.  The  anti-porn 
arguments  were  bound  by  threads  of  protectionism  toward  women  daring  to  explore  rocky 
sexual  terrain.  These  threads  knotted  into  straitjackets  when  the  spectre  was  raised  of 
Embrace  exploiting  women  who  would  be  economically  coerced  into  posing  by  poverty  and 
the  lure  of  eventual  token  modeling  fees.  Conjuring  up  the  scandal  of  any  woman  with  the 
will  and  means  to  attend  Michigan  being  forced  to  sell  her  body  to  sister  festival-goers  was 
not  only  ludicrous  but  smacked  of  manipulation.  This  scare  tactic’s  effectiveness  relied  on 
the  sheer  condescension  that  poor  women  can’t  determine  their  own  best  interests,  and  the 
message  that  sex  work  has  inherently  less  “dignity”  than  other  service,  office  or  factory 
work. 

The  reality  of  some  women’s  coercion  into  sex  work  needn’t  censor  the  reality  of  other 
women’s  interest  in  sex  work  for  the  fun  of  it.  The  social  stigma  attached  to  sex  work  springs 
from  the  bias  that  sex  removed  from  “responsibility”  (be  it  reproductive  or  romantic)  is  by 
nature  dirty  and  degrading.  Feminists  who  look  down  on  sex  workers  as  either  to  be  saved  or 
else  depraved  reinforce  patriarchal  sanctions  against  women’s  sexuality.  Certainly  sex 
workers  need  more  respect,  dignity,  and  control  over  working  conditions  —  demands  which 
professional  reformers  don’t  hesitate  to  claim  for  themselves,  but  seem  loath  to  grant  to 
those  they  would  reform. 

FACT:  The  s/m  debate  had  its  due  in  the  closing  hours  of  the  festival  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  shaping  up  around  contending  definitions  of  “safe  space.”  In  an  exchange  that  was 
surprisingly  subdued  given  the  explosive  potential,  some  women  voiced  their  feeling 
threatened  by  s/m  symbolism  and  sexuality.  Their  expectation  that  Michigan  provide  an 
oasis  from  fears  of  violation  and  reminders  of  victimization  implied  the  closeting  of  women 
whose  sexuality  is  deviant,  unfamiliar  and  therefore  alarming. 

This  attitude  met  with  the  provocative  challenge  that  feminists  stop  pandering  to  one 
another’s  fears  and  examine  whether  our  reactions  to  other  women  are  justified.  S/m  dykes, 
including  sexual  abuse  survivors  and  alternative  healers,  asked  others  to  investigate  their  as¬ 
sumptions  and  myths,  among  them  the  slander  that  s/m  women  pose  the  danger  of  non-con- 
sensual  activity.  One  older  woman,  a  self-identified  recovering  alcoholic,  responded  by 
likening  others’  doing  s/m  with  her  decision  to  camp  with  her  friends  in  the  “chem- 
saturated”  area,  declaring  that  others’  styles  of  partying  didn’t  threaten  her  own  sobriety 
and  sense  of  self. 

FACT:  In  its  ninth  year  of  creating  an  environment  unprecedented  in  herstory, 
Michigan  brought  out  in  full  relief  the  issue  of  whether  safe  space  for  some  must  be  staked 
out  at  the  cost  of  re-education  camps  for  others;  whether  some  women’s  pleasures  must 
provoke  other  women’s  terrors.  In  the  struggle  over  this  space,  the  common  ground  we 
share  may  be  lost  to  sight  in  the  whirlwind.  Radical  feminism  continues  to  divide  between 
two  poles:  one  focusing  on  sex  as  the  paradigm  for  women’s  victimization;  the  other  viewing 
sex  as  a  vehicle  for  women’s  empowerment.  Fear  and  pain/confidence  and  pleasure. 

Having  witnessed  a  number  of  events  staged  by  women  against  pornography  in  recent 
months,  I  fight  off  a  sense  of  choking  claustrophobia  when  assailed  by  yet  another  horror 
story  of  rape  and  violence  dragged  out  to  “prove”  the  fatal  effects  of  porn  and  the  vicious 
nature  of  male  sexuality.  I  have  my  very  own  personal  horrors  of  everv  description  to  draw 
on;  most  women  do.  I  don’t  need  to  reinforce  my  sense  of  victimhood  and  outrage  in  order  to 
fuel  my  motivation  to  end  women’s  oppression  and  forge  human  liberation.  Like  Red 
Emma,  I  want  a  revolution  because  1  have  tasted  expansive  joy  and  want  more  of  it,  an  ever- 
expanding  collective  space  in  which  to  create  the  future  now. 

Women  against  porn  give  lip  service  to  “creating  a  vision  and  reality  of  human 
intimacy  and  sexuality  based  on  respect,  equality  and  choice.”  Yet  many  of  the  anti-porn 
women  at  Michigan  acted  in  a  manner  that  was  blatantly  disrespectful  and  denied  free 
choice  to  other  feminists.  I  question  who  it  is  that  1  need  protection  from. 

If  women  with  the  guts  to  offer  up  their  visions  of  women’s  erotica  get  trashed  with 
barely  a  hearing  because  they’ve  erred  in  using  the  term  which  in  the  world  at  large  means 
“sexually  explicit  material,”  then  the  alternative  seems  to  be  to  suffer  in  silence  until  after 
the  revolution.  But  haven’t  we  all  be  silenced  long  enough?  And  doesn’t  the  revolution  start 
here  and  now? 

FACT :  By  Sunday,  four  petitions  vied  for  attention  at  the  Community  Center,  for  and 
against  allowing  women  visibly  into  porn  or  s/m  on  The  Land.  Though  1  believe  that  the 
empassioned  partisans  of  either  pole  are  outnumbered  by  those  who  hold  a  “live-and-let- 
live;  there’s  room  for  everybody”  attitude,  the  stance  of  feminist  toleration  by  nature  lacks 
the  shrillest  voice.  The  censorious  petitions  had  garnered  many  times  more  signatures  than 
the  defending  ones  by  festival’s  end,  indicating  the  superior  mobilization  of  the  women 
against  deviancy.  Popular  wisdom  has  it  that  the  more  authoritarian  a  movement,  the 
greater  its  organizational  machine,  and  without  doubt  the  squeakier  wheel  will  get  the  grease 
from  festival  organizers  over  the  coming  year. 

On  the  eve  of  its  tenth  anniversary,  the  festival  is  likelv  to  become  a  tangible  prize  in  the 
test  of  strength  between  the  divergent  poles  of  radical  feminism.  Michigan’s  legacy  as  a 
welcoming  territory  for  all  women  hangs  in  the  balance. 

Correspondence  can  be  sent  to:  -» 

EMBRACE  WE  WANT  THE  MUSIC  COLLECTIVE 

606  West  Barry,  Box  154  1501  Lyons  Street 

Chicago,  IL  60657  Mt.  Pleasant,  MI  48858 
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"If  you  liked  the  280  ZX  you'll  love 
the  300!" 

Car  &  Driver: 

“Fast  and  furious.  The  fastest 
Z  ever!" 

You  have  to  drive  it  to  believe  it. 

At  the  Z  Place  we  always  have  Z's 
in  stock.  Come  in  for  a  test  drive. 

Buy  one  or  lease  one  ...  but  drive 
your  own  Z. 


THE  ZZZZZ  PLACE 

1 180  Washington  Street 
From  the  Mass  Pike  take  exit  >7E 
(going  towards  Boston) 
or  16W  (away  from  Boston) 
then  curl  back  onto 
Washington  Street 
Telephone  332-7800 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  demists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organuations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapis's,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  ,  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1) 
USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri.  New. 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.'  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware.  District  ol  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 

$20;  The  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  lirsl  class  mail .  your  name  kepi  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
mlormation,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  Ur 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  khe 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

I/Ve  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  ( 8am-6pm )  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


WATERSHIP 

Relaxed  atmosphere  T  jVT 
Central  location  —  • — 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


OFFSEASON  SPECIAL 

Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night  7  Winthrop  St. 
free  or  stay  a  week,  get  55%  off.  p.o.  Box  918 
Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Bob  Marcotte  (617)  487-0094 


AMAZON/ADONIS  II 
POWERLIFTING  MEET 

Sunday  •  Sept.  23  •  Noon 

Watch  your  lesbian  and  gay  men 
friends  lift  MASSIVE  WEIGHT 

1355-A  Washington  St.  #108 
(corner  Waltham  &  Washington) 

South  End,  Boston  451-3514 

$2  Admission  •  Cameras  welcome 


Ftminitt  Gifts  t  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Woman 


Jewelry  Records  much 

Books  Clothing  “  more 


OMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincatown,  Ma.  02657  1617)  487-2501 


\A  Sensible  Law 9 

Ithaca  Council 
Smothers  Discrimination 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

ITHACA,  NY  —  When  Aider- 
man  Raymond  Schlather  said, 
“It’s  a  sensible  law,  every  commu¬ 
nity  ought  to  have  one,”  it  seemed 
to  typify  the  aplomb  with  which 
this  city’s  bill  banning  dis¬ 
crimination  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men  passed  the  Ithaca  Com¬ 
mon  Council. 

The  Fair  Practices  Ordinance 
passed  on  September  5  by  a  com¬ 
fortable  9  to  1  margin.  The  or¬ 
dinance  states,  in  part,  “Existing 
state  and  federal  human  rights 
laws  guarantee  protection  against 
discrimination  based  on  race, 
creed,  color,  national  origin  and 
physical  disability.  These  laws  do 
not  provide  similar  protection  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference  or 
orientation.  Therefore,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  ordinance  is  to  assure 
that  every  individual  [be  protected 
from]  discrimination  based  on  his 
or  her  sexual  or  affectional 
preference  or  orientation.” 

The  ordinance  is  unusual  in  that 
it  provides  blanket  protection 
against  all  forms  of  discrimination 
and  because  it  provides  for  direct 
redress  through  the  courts  rather 
than  through  mediation  channels 
or  civil  rights  commissions. 

Ithaca  had  previously  extended 
protection  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  housing  and  city  employment. 

Queerbashing 

Continued  from  page  1 
would  be  the  same  question  for 
AB1  —  ‘Prove  to  me  that  there  is 
job  discrimination  so  then  I  can 
sign  AB1’  —  so,  after  we  gave  him 
the  facts  on  AB848,  we  then  gave 
him  the  facts  about  the  need  for 
such  a  bill.” 

Did  Ricchiazzi  and  Coleman 
give  him  enough  facts?  “I  can  only 
tell  you  what  an  aide  told  me.  It 
was  probably  one  of  the  best 
lobbying  packages  for  a  bill  they 
had  seen.”  Ricchiazzi  said  he  has 
not  heard  any  indication  of  Deuk- 
mejian’s  position  on  the  bill,  but 
intends  to  stay  in  touch  with  his 
staff. 

Two  staffmembers  of  San  Fran- 
cisco’s  Community  United 
Against  Violence  (CUAV),  a 
gay/lesbian  agency  that  offers 
counseling  and  support  services  to 
victims  of  queerbashing,  testified 
at  a  hearing  on  AB848.  Diane 
Christensen,  CUAV  executive 
director,  and  Randy  Schell,  coun¬ 
selor  and  victim  advocate,  took  so 
many  statistics  on  queerbashing  to 


However,  the  protective  housing 
bill,  according  to  Nancy  K. 
Bereano  of  the  Ithaca  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  (ILGTF),  exempts 
owner-occupied  homes  of  four 
units  or  less. 

The  Fair  Practices  Ordinance 
does  not  specify  protected 
categories  but  instead  provides  a 
blanket  non-discrimination 
clause.  Raymond  Schlather,  the  ci¬ 
ty  councillor  who  worked  closely 
on  the  measure,  told  GCN  the  city 
attorney  advised  against  the  use  of 
categories  because  he  believed  it 
would  only  serve  to  limit  the  legis¬ 
lation.  Schlather  told  GCN,  “The 
ordinance  provides  protection 
across  the  board  and  that  streng¬ 
thens  it.  You  don’t  have  to  worry 
whether  [the  discrimination]  is  in 
education,  employment,  finances, 
or  housing.  It  could  be  in  any  one 
of  those  categories  or  in  some  cate¬ 
gory  that  might  not  have  been 
otherwise  covered  by  the  law.” 

Unlike  many  ordinances  which 
provide  a  process  of  mediation, 
the  Ithaca  ordinance  instead  refers 
complaints  directly  to  the  court. 
Bereano  explained  complaints  are 
submitted  to  the  city  prosecutor.  If 
due  cause  is  found,  an  investiga¬ 
tion  is  ordered  and  the  matter  is 
taken  before  the  criminal  court. 


Sacramento  that  “you  couldn’t 
deny”  that  it’s  a  major  problem 
for  gay  men  and  lesbians,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Christensen. 

Christensen  and  Schell  also  told 
lawmakers  a  particularly  horrify¬ 
ing  and  yet  typical  story  of  a  queer¬ 
bashing.  At  the  end  of  July,  John 
O’Connell  was  beaten  by  a  gang  of 
five  youths  as  he  and  a  friend 
strolled  along  Polk  Street  one 
evening.  O’Connell  died  of  the  in¬ 
juries  he  sustained  in  the  un¬ 
provoked  attack.  The  friend  sur¬ 
vived  and  will  probably  testify 
against  the  four  youths  who  were 
apprehended.  O’Connell’s  at¬ 
tackers  are  currently  held  under  $1 
million  bonds. 

Says  Schell:  “I  wanted  to  use 
O’Connell’s  case  as  an  excellent 
example  of  how  a  person  is 
assaulted  on  the  street  simply  for 
being  gay... but  after  they  killed 
John  O'Connell,  they  went  on  to 
commit  three  other  assaults  that 
night.  That  was  what  we  wanted  to 


In  the  event  an  individual,  agen¬ 
cy  or  organization  is  found  guilty 
of  discrimination,  they  could  be 
fined  not  more  than  $500,  im¬ 
prisoned  not  more  than  15  days,  or 
both.  In  addition  a  complainant 
may  filed  a  civil  suit  for  damages 
and  attorneys’  fees. 

Bereano  also  said  that  while  a 
mediation  process  was  originally 
built  in,  it  was  dropped  when  the 
city  attorney  ruled  it  would  en¬ 
croach  on  the  court’s  jurisdiction. 
This  is  consistent  with  Ithaca’s 
Fair  Housing  Ordinance,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Bereano. 

Bereano  also  told  GCN  a  group 
of  three  women  and  sixjnen  from 
ILGTF  began  working  on  the 
measure  six  months  ago  and 
“never  had  any  difficulty.”  She 
said  an  undergraduate  student  at 
Cornell,  Joshua  Goldfinger,  did 
the  initial  research  and  brought  it 
to  one  of  the  councillors. 

Bereano  said  the  councillors 
“never  questioned  the  need  for  a 
bill.  It  was  assumed  there  was  a 
need  and  we  had  to  work  on  what 
would  be  in  it.”  She  also  said  there 
was  little  attention  given  to  the 
measure  by  the  media.  “I  think 
[the  opposition]  didn’t  notice,” 
she  said. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


put  across  in  testimony.” 

Schell  estimates  he  has  coun¬ 
selled  1500  victims  of  queer- 
bashing  in  five  years  at  CUAV.  He 
said  that  the  tightly-knit  network 
in  the  gay  community  would  help 
make  large  numbers  of  people 
aware  of  the  civil  suit  option  of¬ 
fered  by  AB848  should  it  become 
law.  Thus  far,  no  suits  have  been 
brought  forth  under  the  Ralph 
Civil  Rights  Act  as  it  presently 
reads.  But  both  Hewes  and  Chris¬ 
tensen  speculated  that  gay  people 
might  be  the  most  likely  group  of 
people  to  use  the  law. 

GCN  asked  Schell  what  he 
thinks  AB848  would  really  do  for 
people  who  had  been  queer- 
bashed  v  “I  think  what  it  would  do 
is  give  them  something,”  he  said. 
“I’m  not  sure  what  a  victim  gets 
•  out  of  a  criminal  conviction  except 
the  knowledge  that  an  [attacker]  is 
off  the  street.  With  AB848,  they 
get  something  real  and  tangible 
that’s  put  into  their  hands.” 


(Dorchester),  Peter  Brock  (N.  At¬ 
tleborough),  John  Businger 
(Brookline),  Frank  Costa 
(Adams),  Charles  Flaherty  (Cam¬ 
bridge),  Thomas  Gallagher  (Brigh¬ 
ton),  Saundra  Graham  (Cam¬ 
bridge),  Barbara  Hildt  (Ames- 
bury),  George  Keverian  (Everett), 
Lionel  Morais  (Swansea/Reho- 
both),  Eleanor  Myerson  (Brook¬ 
line),  William  Nagle  (Northamp¬ 
ton),  Nicholas  Paleologos 
(Woburn),  Richard  Rouse  (Bos¬ 
ton),  Byron  Rushing  (Boston), 
Susan  Schur  (Newton),  Richard 
Voke  (Boston),  Marie  Howe  and 
John  Buonomo  (opposing  candi¬ 
dates  in  Somerville),  Joseph 
Mackey  (Somerville),  and 
Elizabeth  Keddy  (Lunenburg). 


spokesperson  for  CDC,  said  the 
lag  time  is  several  weeks  to  several 
months  from  the  time  a  case  is 
diagnosed  to  the  time  it’s  included 
in  CDC  figures.  Thus,  local  health 
departments  are  likely  to  have 
higher  figures. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Caucus 


Continued from  page  3 
activity  in  the  district.” 

Rep.  Paul  Caron,  a  Springfield 
Democrat  who  has  voted  for  the 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill  and  is 
recommended  by  the  Caucus,  has 
been  the  object  of  a  similar  gay¬ 
baiting  campaign  by  the  ABC 
(Anyone  But  Caron)  Committee. 
And  Isaacson  says  that  Robert 
Emmet  Hayes  (D-Whitman)  and 
Robert  Cerasoli  (D-Quincy)  have 
also  been  attacked  by  anti-gay  and 
anti-abortion  campaigns  objecting 
to  their  support  for  such  issues. 

In  U.S.  Congressional  races,  the 
Caucus  has  recommended  the  re- 
election  of  Rep.  Silvio  Conte 
(R-Pittsfield),  House  Speaker 
Thomas  P.  “Tip”  O’Neill 
(D-Cambridge),  and,  not  surpris- 

Consent 

Continued  from  page  l 
policy  directive  which  enhances 
the  agency’s  ability  to  protect  in¬ 
formation  which  it  collects  as  part 
of  its  AIDS  surveillance.  The 
policy  invokes  a  little-known  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Public  Health  Service 
Act  and  provides  that  the  CDC  is 
enjoined  from  sharing  informa- 


ingly,  Rep.  Gerry  Studds  (D-Cape 
Cod/New  Bedford).  Recommend¬ 
ed  for  election  to  the  seat  being 
vacated  by  James  Shannon  is  State 
Senator  Chester  Atkins;  the 
Caucus  has  voted  to  endorse  Shan¬ 
non’s  bid  for  the  U.S.  Senate  seat 
being  vacated  by  Paul  Tsongas. 

Others  recommended  by  the 
Caucus  are:  senate  candidates 
George  Bachrach  (Water¬ 
town/Cambridge),  Jack  Backman 
(Brookline),  Royal  Bolling,  Sr. 
(Boston),  Edward  Burke  (Fram¬ 
ingham),  Pat  McGovern  (Law¬ 
rence);  and  House  candidates 
Steven  Angelo  (Saugus),  Frances 
Alexander  (Beverly),  Judith 
Barber  (Burlington),  Kevin  Blan¬ 
chette  (Lawrence),  James  Brett 


tion  which  can  be  used  to  identify 
an  individual.  Particularly  note¬ 
worthy  is  the  fact  that  this  infor¬ 
mation  could  not  be  obtained  by 
other  government  agencies. 

In  its  September  10  report,  CDC 
lists  5,963  confirmed  AIDS  cases 
with  2,705  deaths.  Chuck  Fallis,  a 
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Young ,  Rock  &  Rollin 9  and  Black 


Toshi  Reagon  Talks  Music 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that 
women’s  music  has  been  around 
long  enough  to  be  going  into  its  se¬ 
cond  generation,  but  twenty-year- 
old  Toshi  Reagon  is  living  proof 
that  the  song  goes  on.  Not  only  is 
she  the  daughter  of  Bernice 
Johnson  Reagon  of  Sweet  Honey 
in  the  Rock,  but  she  has  also  been 
influenced  and  taught  by  many 
other  feminist  performers. 

Toshi  performs  both  a  solo 
acoustic  act  and  plays  with  a  high- 
energy  all-women’s  rock  band  call¬ 
ed  “Toshi  Reagon  and  the  Agi- 
tones.”  She  has  made  an  album- 
length  cassette  of  her  original 
songs  called  “Demonstrations.” 
This  summer,  she  performed  at  the 
National  Women’s  Music  Festival, 
Sisterfire,  Michigan  Womyn’s 
Music  Festival  and  the  New 
England  Women’s  Musical 
Retreat,  and  also  at  the  Winnepeg 
Folk  Festival.  In  her  three  years  as 
a  performer,  she  has  played  at 
many  clubs,  colleges  and  rallies, 
sharing  the  stage  with  performers 
from  many  areas  of  progressive 
music. 


had  never  met  me  before,  she  talk¬ 
ed  to  me  about  music  and  I  just  felt 
I  had  been  blessed.  The  next  time, 
I  saw  her  opening  for  Holly  Near, 
and  I  thought  for  sure  she’d  be  sit¬ 
ting  on  stage  with  an  acoustic 
guitar.  But  she  had  her  electric, 
and  blew  everybody  in  the  place 
out  with  all  the  sound  effects.  Peo¬ 
ple  couldn’t  believe  she  was  doing 
it  alone.  I  told  her  I  really  liked  one 
of  her  songs  and  she  said,  ‘Well, 
it’s  your  song  —  come  over  tomor¬ 
row  and  I’ll  teach  it  to  you.’” 

But  June  isn’t  the  only  teacher 
Toshi  has  had.  She  says,  “I’m  a 
protege  of  June  and  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  other  people.  Like  with  Sweet 
Honey,  each  member  separately 
and  together  is  responsible  for 
some  of  the  things  I  turn  out, 
because  I’ve  been  learning  from 
them  for  ten  years.  And  with  older 
performers,  I  learn  a  lot  about 
things  that  happened  before  I  was 
born.  At  Sisterfire  ’84  I  was  the 
youngest  performer  there,  and  I 
got  to  introduce  some  of  the  oldest 
—  the  Moving  Star  Hall  singers, 
who  do  traditional  Black  a  capella 


been  on  the  road  and  seen  a  lot  of 
things  to  write  about,  and  I’ve 
become  more  political.  At  18  it’s 
i.ard  to  grasp  all  that  is  going  on. 
It’s  still  hard  at  20,  but  I’m  reading 
more  and  doing  more  with  what’s 
happening.” 

Toshi  has  learned  that  being 
political  from  the  stage  is  not  easy. 
“Standing  up  and  saying  political 
things  is  not  only  very  scary  but 
also  people  are  almost  never  satis¬ 
fied  with  what  you  say.  One  group 
will  say  “you’re  not  political 
enough”  and  another  will  say 
“you’re  too  political.” 

Fitting  her  politics  and  music 
together,  while  still  developing 
both  of  them,  is  a  current 
challenge.  “I  don’t  say  to  myself, 
now  I’ll  write  about  women  or  no¬ 
nukes.  Still,  it’s  nice  to  write  songs 
that  make  people  want  to  dance, 
but  also  to  write  songs  that  will 
make  them  feel  positive  and  want 
to  do  stuff  about  the  way  the 
world  is.  If  I  ever  get  sell-able,  that 
will  be  a  political  statement  in  it¬ 
self!  I  don’t  know  if  that’s  where 
I’m  heading,  I’m  taking  it  real 


Sharon  C.  Farmer 


Toshi  Reagon  and  the  Agitones 
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Toshi  draws  her  audiences  from 
a  diverse  range  that  includes 
feminists,  teenagers,  folkies,  and 
rock  ’n’  rollers  of  all  colors.  All  in 
all,  she’s  had  an  impressive  degree 
of  success  for  a  musician  who  was 
ten  years  old  the  year  of  the  first 
National  Women’s  Music  Festival. 

Although  she  grew  up  suspec¬ 
ting  she  had  musical  talent,  Toshi 
didn’t  play  an  instrument  until  she 
was  a  teenager.  “My  real  goal  in 
life  was  to  be  the  First  black  woman 
in  the  National  Football  League. 
Not  the  women’s  league  —  the 
NFL.”  But  when  her  athletic 
career  was  ended  by  a  serious  hip 
injury  from  a  softball  accident,  she 
found  a  new  goal. 

While  recuperating  from  one  of 
several  operations  she  had  to 
replace  her  hip  joint  (between  the 
ages  of  12  to  16,  she  took  up  the 
guitar,  in  part  because  her  best 
friend,  Daniel  Lopez,  wanted  to 
learn  to  play.  They  practiced  for 
several  hours  a  night,  often  over 
the  phone.  Toshi’s  mother  was 
supportive  enough  to  buy  her  own 
phone,  and  later,  a  set  of  drums. 
Toshi  played  the  first  song  she 
wrote  at  her  high  school  gradua¬ 
tion. 

But  Toshi’s  attachment  to  the 
guitar  really  expanded  when  she 
met  women’s  music  performer 
June  Millington.  “I  saw  her  when 
she  was  on  tour  with  Cris  William¬ 
son.  I’d  never  seen  a  woman  play 
electric  guitar  in  a  band  except 
maybe  for  Nancy  Wilson  of 
‘Heart,’  and  she  played  acoustic. 
But  when  I  saw  June  on  stage  do¬ 
ing  Jimi  Hendrix  licks  I  totally 
died!”  Afterwajds  Toshi  was 
introduced  to  June.  “Although 
she  was  sick  and  exhausted  and 


sacred  music.  These  women  were 
something  else,  and  I  could  see 
how  my  music  came  out  of  what 
they  do.” 

Toshi  also  has  learned  much 
from  her  mother,  Bernice  Reagon, 
whose  musical  career  goes  back  to 
the  civil  rights  movement  of  the 
early  1960s.  “I  get  a  kick  out  of 
playing  with  her  and  watching  her 
perform,  not  just  because  she’s  my 
mother,  but  because  of  who  she  is 
and  the  kind  of  performer  she  is. 
She’s  got  a  lot  of  style,  and  a  way 
of  making  people  listen  without 
making  them  feel  they’ve  been 
kicked  in  the  butt.  She  has  a  way 
of  balancing  politics  with  other 
things,  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
do.” 

Although  Toshi  grew  up  sur¬ 
rounded  by  music  of  high  artistic 
and  social  content,  she  is  only  now 
sorting  out  what  she  experienced. 
“When  I  first  started  to  play,  I 
played  what  I  heard  on  the  radio. 
Now  I’m  starting  to  remember  the 
stuff  I  was  around  when  I  was 
three  or  six  years  old.  A  lot  of  folk 
and  civil  rights  music  which,  even 
though  it  affected  me  a  long  time 
ago,  is  just  now  starting  to  surface 
in  the  music.  I’m  coming  full  cir¬ 
cle;  the  result  is  that  I  have  had  a 
chance  to  develop  a  song  and  style 
based  on  my  generation,  and  am 
now  able  to  blend  in  everything 
around  me  past  and  present.” 

At  the  same  time,  Tosbi  is  also 
developing  her  political  beliefs. 
“Two  years  old  is  my  first  memory 
of  being  in  some  kind  of  political 
surroundings.  But  that  was  my 
parents  carrying  stuff.  Since  I’ve 
been  18  and  going  out  on  my  own, 
I  have  started  carrying  that  stuff 
myself.  In  the  last  few  years.  I’ve 


slow.  But  it  will  always  be  a  politi¬ 
cal  thing,  because  that’s  a  part  of 
where  1  come  from,  just  like  1  will 
always  have  a  lot  of  folkie  in  me. 
And  there’s  a  lot  of  other  things  1 
was  brought  up  around  that  1 
haven’t  figured  out  yet.” 

Toshi’s  music  is  reaching  diverse 
audiences.  In  addition  to  her  black 
American  and  women’s  music  fans 
of  all  ages,  she  has  developed  a 
strong  following  of  male  and  female 
teenagers,  especially  for  her 
acoustic  solo  music.  For  women’s 
audiences,  she  has  mostly  per¬ 
formed  with  her  rock  band.  She 
enjoys  the  crossover  audiences. 
“When  1  was  15,  I  had  my  school 
chorus  sing  Cris  Williamson’s 
“Song  of  the  Soul.”  They  had 
never  head  it  before,  but  they  lov¬ 
ed  it.  I  have  the  guys  from  my  old 
high  school  band  playing  Ferron’s 
‘Misty  Mountain.’  And  the 
women’s  audiences  get  into  ‘Good 
Lovin’’  and  ‘Got  to  Change  Your 
Evil  Ways’  —  things  they  haven’t 
heard  in  years.” 

Toshi’s  interest  in  ’60s  music  is 
related  to  her  appreciation  for  the 
history  of  black  people  in  music. 
“There  was  so  much  oppression 
when  white  people  wanted  the 
black  sound  but  not  the  black  face 
—  like  making  Billie  Holiday  wear 
light-skinned  make-up,  or  when 
black  dance  bands  had  to  play  with 
their  backs  to  the  dance  floor.  In 
the  ’60s,  with  soul,  Motown,  and 
rhythm  and  blues,  that  was  the 
breakthrough.  1  think  it  had  a  lot 
to  do  with  the  impact  of  the  civil 
rights  movement.” 

Does  she  think  the  women’s 
music  network  is  providing  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  women  of  color?  “No 
Continued  on  page  12 


MOBILIZATION  FOR  SURVIVAL 
PRESENTS 


HOLLY  NEAR  and 
RONNIE  GILBERT 


In  an  ELECTION  YEAR  TOUR 


w.tn  NINA  GOLDIN  ,  piano  and 

SUSAN  FREUNDLICH, 

Sign  Language  Artist 


VOTE  FOR  A  CHANGE 

THE  WHOLE  WORLD  IS  WATCHING 


SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  14th, 

4  p.m.  and  8  p.m. 

BERKLEE  PERFORMANCE  CENTER 

All  Tickets  $11  Reserve  Seating 


TICKETS  ON  SALE 
SEPTEMBER  8: 

•  Mobilization  for  Survival 
(727  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.) 

•  Berklee  Performance 
Center  Box  Office 

•  Ticketron  Outlets 

•  Concert  Charge  497-1118 

•  Teletron-720-3434 

•  Out  of  Town  Ticket  Agency 

•  Strawberries 


Childcare  by  reservation  —  call 
354-0008  by  October  10 
For  TTY  reservations  only  call 
354-8807  (The  Women's  Center) 

ASL  Interpreted 

Mail  order-.  Send  money  order  and 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to: 
Mobilization  for  Survival,  727  Mass. 
Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139  by 
September  24th. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  354-0008 


Can  You 
Operate 
a  Stapler? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 


167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


n,p 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance 

for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street 

E  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 

Boston.  Mass.  02109 

1-800  352  3185  ; 

Call  Toll 

Free  1-800-352-318S 

For  two  years,  GCN's  Sustainer  Pro¬ 
gram  has  provided  the  financial  boost 
necessary  for  growth  and  change  in  the 
paper.  The  first  Sustainer  Campaign  in 
1982  underwrote  a  staff  salary  raise. 
The  1983  Campaign  helped 
us  to  expand  GCN  from 
16  pages  to  20  pages 
each  week. 

The  support  GCN  re¬ 
ceives  from  its  Sustain¬ 
ed  makes  the  differ 
ence  between  bare  sur 
vival  and  growth.  This 
year,  plans  are  under 
way  to  computerize 
GCN.  Currently,  sever¬ 
al  hardy  volunteers 
spend  late  night  hours 
entering  our  mailing  list 
into  an  antique  POP  11  hidden  away  in 
distant  Quincy.  We  pay  over  $3,000.00 
each  year  just  to  rent  time  on  it!  Our 
Marketing  Department  scratches  pen¬ 
cil  to  paper,  trying  to  figure  out  who  re- 
.news  their  subscription  and  when;  bill¬ 
ing  our  advertisers  takes  even  more 


time,  not  to  mention  that  trying  to  reme¬ 
dy  subscription  problems  is  a  nightmare 
You  can  help  us  change  all  that.  Our 
Sustainer  goal  for  this  year  is  $10,000; 
enough  to  buy  the  right  computer,  soft¬ 
ware,  service  contract  and  cover  the 
costs  of  the  conversion. 
All  that’s  needed  for  you  to  be¬ 
come  a  GCN  Sustainer  is  your 
pledge  to  contribute  $30.  each 
quarter  in  1984.  We'll  send 
you  our  quarterly  Insider 
newsletter,  a  one  year  sub¬ 
scription  to  GCN,  two  intro¬ 
ductory  gift  subs  to  give 
to  your  boss,  relatives, 
long-lost  ex-lovers  or 
new  found  friends,  and 
as  a  special  treat,  an  invitation 
to  the  Annual  Sustainer  Dinner  Party  in 
December.  Use  the  form  below  and  help 
bring  GCN  into  the  computer  age. 


SUSTAIN  US! 


I  WANT  TO  SUSTAIN  GCN  FOR  19841 

Wa/I  pledge  to  make  quart  arty  contribution*  oh 

□  $  30  ($120  annually) 

□  $  SO  ($200  annually) 

□  $100  ($400  annually) 

□  $ _ 


□  Enclosed  la  my  first  contribution  of  $ 

Name 


City,  Set./ Zip  . 


- nr 
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DIM  HERSTORY,  ETHICS  AMD  LITERATURE 


PEG  CRUIKSHAN 


By  Nancy  Walker ,  with  many  questions 
contributed  by  Stephanie  St.  John 

Margaret  (Peg)  Cruikshank  is  a  delightful,  responsive  and 
highly  articulate  woman  with  intense,  smiling  eyes,  whose 
photograph  in  no  way  suggests  the  liveliness  and  mobility 
of  her  features.  In  addition  to  New  Lesbian  Writing, 
Cruikshank  has  edited  Lesbian  Studies  (1982)  and  Les¬ 
bian  Path  (1980).  She  has  also  written  a  book  called 
Thomas  Babington  Macaulay  for  the  Twayne  English 
authors  series.  With  a  Ph.D.  in  Victorian  literature,  she 
has  taught  Gay  and  Lesbian  Studies  at  City  College  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  following  interview  took  place  under  far  from  op¬ 
timum  conditions  in  a  noisy,  but  air-conditioned,  res¬ 
taurant  on  Friday,  June  8,  during  a  record-breaking  heat 
wave  here  in  Boston.  The  tape  we  made  is  full  of  clanking 
crockery  and  tinkling  cutlery,  but  the  best  stroke  of  the 
evening  came  when  a  man,  in  full  Scottish  regalia,  entered 
playing  bagpipes!  We  howled  with  laughter.  What  else 
could  we  do? 

As  you  will  see,  Peg  Cruikshank  has  definite  and  well- 
thought-out  opinions  on  many  topics.  She  is  not  afraid  to 
make  politically  unpopular  statements.  Her  kind  of  integ¬ 
rity,  and  personal  and  professional  commitment  to  the 
cause  of  intellectual  liberation,  certainly  contribute  much 
to  the  success  of  our  movement  —  still  in  its  infancy  and 
with  very  far  to  go. 

Loving  in  the  Sixties 

SS-.  When  you  said  you  didn't  get  involved  till  the 
'70s,  what  did  you  mean? 

PC:  I  grew  up  in  northern  Minnesota  and  I  just  was 
out  of  it.  I  really  didn't  know  anybody.  I  didn't  read 
any  books  about  gay  characters.  I  was  oblivious.  I'd 
fallen  in  love  with  women  before,  but  privately.  I 
didn't  express  that  love  to  them.  I  had  a  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionship  in  the  '60s  that  was  wonderful  and  happy  and 
lasted  a  long  time.  That  was  really  the  first  time  I  felt 
whole  as  a  human  being  loving  somebody.  But  it  was 
personal  and  private  and  I  never  talked  to  anyone 
about  it.  I  barely  talked  to  the  other  woman  about  it. 
You  know  about  that  time. 

In  the  '70s  I  guess  I  just  became  a  feminist  and 
started  meeting  other  lesbians  through  feminism.  In 
1974  I  moved  to  Minneapolis  and  discovered  that  my 
best  friend  in  college  was  a  lesbian  and  so  were  her 
three  sisters.  So  I  got  adopted  by  this  wonderful  family 
in  Minnesota,  Irish  women,  all  very  strong.  They  took 
me  to  my  first  lesbian  bar  and  my  first  lesbian  brunch. 
To  make  a  long  story  short,  there  were  groups  to  iden¬ 
tify  with  and  some  of  them  were  politically  active.  I 
got  into  a  group  called  "The  Minnesota  Gay  Women's 
Alliance."  The  choice  of  words  was  revealing  because 
those  were  professional  lesbians  who  didn't  want  the 
young,  who  were  kind  of  scruffy,  hanging  out  with 
them.  Not  that  they  were  fancy,  but  the  word  lesbian 
to  them  was  a  little  more  militant  sounding.  This  is 
about  1974  in  Minnesota  and  I  think  I  felt  the  same 
way. 

SS:  We  talked  before  about  your  first  relationship  in 
the  '60s.  When  you  said  you  didn't  talk  to  the  woman 
about  it,  does  that  mean  the  nature  of  the  relationship 
wasn't  acknowledged? 


celibate,  RC  [Roman  Catholic]  types.  It  wasn't  so 
much  a  pious  fraud  as  the  only  way  to  go.  I  look  back 
on  them  with  a  certain  friendliness  and  affection,  but 
they  were  useless  as  far  as  helping  us  figure  out  who 
the  hell  we  were. 

We  were  part  of  that  over-achieving  Catholic 
school  girl  mold.  We  didn't  want  to  work  at  Wool- 
worth's,  and  we  weren't  real  sure  that  we  wanted  to 
get  Ph.D.s  but  we  had  some  idea  of  what  the  options 
were.  You  know,  the  Marine  Corps  or  Woolworth's. 
We'd  use  our  brains  to  rise  in  the  world.  You  see,  that 
was  before  there  was  any  sense  of  alternative  careers 
for  women.  We  might  have  gone  to  med  school  or  law 
school,  I  guess,  but  we  weren't  that  unconventional, 
or  gutsy  maybe,  to  go  to  engineering  school  in  the  '60s 
before  there  was  a  kind  of  protection  for  that. 

Religion 

SS:  Were  you  feeling  at  odds  with  your  religion  at  that 
point  because  of  what  you  were  doing  in  your  personal 
life? 

PC:  I  think  we  had  dropped  out  earlier  really;  that 
was  never  a  conflict  for  us.  The  Viet  Nam  War  was  a 
time  when  a  lot  of  young  Catholics  left  the  church 
because  we  wanted  the  church  to  be  against  the  war 
and  socially  committed  and  it  wasn't.  It  was  partly 
that  once  we  got  into  a  big  city,  we  began  to  see  a  lot  of 
things  that  the  church  didn't  explain,  like  rich  and 
poor  and  the  Cardinal  in  a  mansion.  It  wasn't  so  much 
that  we  were  radicalized  as  that  a  lot  of  Catholic  doc¬ 
trine  fell  away.  It  didn't  live  up  to  its  promise  of  a  tight 
little  world  view  system  that  would  cover  all  the  ques¬ 
tions  that  you  had.  We  never  really  had  a  crisis  about 
our  sexual  behavior  and  our  religion.  It  was  more  a 
sense  of  —  this  is  so  good,  this  is  so  wonderful  if  the  RC 
church  has  a  different  point  of  view,  well,  so  much  the 
worse  for  it. 

SS:  So  you  never  had  any  of  those  negative  feelings 
about  what  you  were  doing? 

PC:  I  think  I  may  have  had  them  for  about  a  week.  I 
don't  want  to  exaggerate  and  say  we  never  had  any, 
but  I  don't  think  they  were  significant  or  long-lasting. 
We  just  seemed  to  be  very  comfortable  with  our 
bodies  and  our  making  love.  We  certainly  never  talked 
about  Catholic  ideas  about  sex.  This  was  at  a  time 
when  young  women  didn't  sleep  with  their  boy 
friends  in  that  Catholic  graduate  school  milieu;  if  they 
did,  they  were  considered  "fast"  women.  The  woman 
who  went  out  with  her  boyfriend  prepared  for  sexual 
intercourse  was  wicked  because  she  was  deliberately, 
consciously  setting  out  to  have  sex.  Seems  like  a  long 
time  ago,  doesn't  it? 

NW:  Do  you  still  consider  yourself  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic? 

PC:  In  the  sense  that  they  got  me  so  early  and  had  my 
mind  for  so  long  I'm  really  bearing  the  marks  of  that. 
Some  parts  of  Catholic  culture  I  do  identify  with  and 
feel  loye  and  respect  for.  In  that  general  sense,  I  am 
Catholic  because  I  could  choose  not  to  be. 


PC:  Oh,  we  acknowledged  that  we  were  lovers.  We 
knew  at  some  level  that  "homosexual"  was  the  word 
that  fit  us,  but  we  didn't  talk  about  it  the  way  we  talk 
in  the  movement  about  identity.  We  had  no  context  for 
it.  We  didn't  know  a  single  other  lesbian  in  Chicago. 
We  never  went  to  a  lesbian  bar.  We  never  looked  for 
lesbian  books.  This  went  on  for  three  years,  from  1967 
11970  when  we  lett  Chicago.  U  was  an  auiocent  pei- 
1.  We  didn’t  know  all  that  existed.  If  we  did,  we 
light  have  been  thrilled.  But  it  wouldn't  have  oc- 
rrred  to  us. 

We  were  in  a  Catholicgmduat^chool^oyola 
University,  and  we  had  all  these  gay  male  professors. 
The  cover  they  used  was  they  had  an  aged  parent  to 
take  care  of,  so  they  all  lived  at  home  with  their  Aged  P 
and  they  were  lovers  with  each  other  (the  professors) 
or  other  people.  They  passed  themselves  off  as  single, 


Gay  Studies:  A  Struggle 

SS:  How  did  you  become  involved  with  gay  studies 
after  having  done  such  a  traditional  graduate  pro¬ 
gram? 

PC:  I  got  a  job  in  women's  studies.  That  really  made 
me  more  political  because  I  had  to  fight  for  a  women's 
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wanted  pr  needed  it  My  dean  said,  ’  %  don't  want  yc 
to  go  into  the- community  to  talk  to  these  women. 


want  you  to  sit  in  your  office  and  be  academic."  1 


said,  "I  depoliticizec^lackstudies^^God^ndT] 

depoliticize  your  program  too."  Experiences  like  tha 
made  me  much  more  politically  aware  and  willing  t 
call  myself  a  lesbian  —  but  not  until  the  program  gc 
approved  by  the  State  Board.  I  really  kept  the  close 
door  shut  tight.  I  figured  feminism  is  controversia 


enough;  let's  not  muddy  the  waters  and  have  them  not 
sure  whether  they're  freaked  out  by  that  or  by  having 
a  lesbian  head  the  program. 

SS:  You  actually  fought  to  set  up  that  program? 

PC:  I  did,  yeah,  it  was  a  great  struggle.  Today  it’s  at 
Mankato  State,  near  Minneapolis.  It's  one  of  the  best 
women's  studies  programs  in  the  Midwest,  and  two  of 
the  three  full-time  teachers  are  out  lesbians  who  have 
attracted  lesbian  graduate  and  undergraduate 
students.  It  was  a  great  hotbed,  but  serious  as  well.  I 
mean  these  women  are  integrated  into  women's 
studies  and  doing  things  for  the  general  women's  com¬ 
munity,  not  just  for  lesbians. 

Birthing  the  Book 

SS:  How  did  New  Lesbian  Writing  come  into  ex¬ 
istence? 


PC:  I  was  co-teaching  a  gay  literature  course  with  a 
man  who  had  a  friend  who  had  a  press.  At  first  we 
were  talking  about  an  anthology  that  would  be  half 
gay  male  lit  and  half  lesbian  lit,  and  we  would  use  it 
for  our  class.  Then  the  other  teacher  said,  "You  know, 
gay  men  have  published  a  lot  more  than  lesbians." 
"Yes,  yes,"  I  said.  So  he  said,  "Why  don't  we  have  a 
whole  book  of  lesbian  literature  and  why  don't  you 
edit  it?"  We  met  with  the  publisher  and  even  when  he 
found  out  it  was  going  to  be  all  lesbian  instead  of  half, 
he  was  still  interested. 

It  was  my  colleague's  friendship  with  the  pub 
lisher  that  made  this  book  possible.  I  just  stepped  into 
it.  It  wasn't  a  feminist  press  saying  give  us  an  an¬ 
thology  that  will  build  our  self-esteem,  de-da,  de-da, 
de-da.  It  was  a  very  sort  of  private  arrangement.  I 
don't  know  if  it's  wise  to  say  that,  but  I  don't  think  the 
process  should  be  mystified.  [People  think]  that  here 
was  this  manuscript  and  someone  said,  "Ah,  wonder¬ 
ful,  I  want  it."  It  didn't  work  that  way  at  all  and  Ithink 
often  in  publishing  it  doesn't.  It's  contacts,  and  if  you 
come  up  with  an  interesting  idea.... 

SS:  How  much  material  did  you  receive? 

PC:  Some  work  I  specifically  solicited.  I  rejected  a 
fair  amount  of  work,  stuff  that  wasn't  suitable.  Some¬ 
times  when  I  wanted  a  writer  to  be  in  the  book,  some 
of  what  she  sent  at  first  I  didn't  like  and  said,  "Hey, 
have  you  got  something  else?"  Or  a  writer  would  say, 
Don’t  use  this,  use  this  instead."  I  wanted  to  find 
women  I'd  never  met  or  heard  of,  and  I  did.  But  to  a 
great  extent,  I  knew  what  I  was  looking  for,  which 
writers  would  be  good  to  represent.  I  shaped  it  a  little 
more  than  I  did  The  Lesbian  Path.  This  was  a  little  more 
studied  and  controlled.  By  then  I'd  read  more  lesbian 
books,  of  course,  so  I  know  a  lot  more  about  what 
would  be  suitable. 

SS:  How  representative  do  you  think  the  book  is  of 
lesbian  writing  today? 

PC:  I  did  try  to  put  in  works  that  would  express  a 
number  of  points  of  view.  For  example,  what  Jane 
Rule  says  in  her  piece  I  don't  particularly  agree  with 
but  I  like  that  point  of  view  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
respected.  I  like  it  in  the  sense  that  it  is  a  defensible 
point  of  view.  She's  so  important  and  she  has  such  a 
nice,  clear  prose  style,  I  thought  a  young  woman  pick- 
ing  up  this  book  ought  to  know  about  Jane  Rule  if  she 
doesn't  yet. 


SS:  What  other  criteria  did  you  use  to  pick  out  the 
pieces  that  you  were  going  to  include? 


to.  I  guess  I  found  more  women  of  color  through  a 
studied,  conscious  effort.  I  looked  through  a  lot  of 
back  issues  of  Azalea  and  other  periodicals  that  have 
come  out  in  the  last  couple  of  years  trying  to  find 
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New  Lesbian  Writing 

Edited  by  Margaret  Cruikshank 
Grey  Fox  Press 
San  Francisco ,  1984 
200  pp.,  $7.95 

Reviewed  by  Nancy  Walker 

Anthologies  are  like  hors  d' oeuvres;  they  whet  the  appe¬ 
tite.  At  least  they  do  if  they  are  worthwhile,  and  Margaret 
(Peg)  Cruikshank  has  served  us  up  a  very  tasty  potpourri  in 
her  latest  editorial  effort,  New  Lesbian  Writing.  Originally 
conceived  of  as  an  adjunct  to  classroom  teaching  (Cruik-_ 
shank  teaches  gay  and  lesbian  literature  at  City  College  of 
San  Francisco),  the  book  soon  took  on  a  life  of  its  own  and, 
as  published,  has  potential  readers  far  beyond  the  limited 
audience  of  classroom  formality. 

Twenty  years  ago  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
find  frankly  lesbian  literature  that  was  neither  purely  mas- 
turbatory  material  meant  for  men  nor  dreadfully  self-deni¬ 
grating.  Ten  years  ago  lesbian  literature  was  beginning  to 
surface  and,  for  the  most  part,  it  was  self-consumed,  self- 
absorbed,  self-exploratory,  and  mono-thematic  —  neces¬ 
sarily  so.  Lesbians  wanted  to  know  who  they  were.  They 
wanted  to  announce  themselves  to  the  world,  at  First  ten¬ 
tatively,  then  more  and  more  boldly  as  feminism  took  hold 


ation.  Clearly  the  identity  of  lesbian  feminist,  empowering 
as  it  is,  has  not  fulfilled  all  of  our  emotional  and  spiritual 
needs.  Thus  the  quest  theme  will  probably  remain  a  signifi¬ 
cant  one  in  our  work."  In  New  Lesbian  Writing  the  search  for 
roots  is  prevalent,  the  realization  of  the  true  self  is  still  of 
paramount  importance,  but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  effort 


made  to  connect  with  others  in  the  larger  society,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  one's  family  and  one's  culture.  Several  of  the 
pieces  in  the  book  express  this,  Beth  Brant's  story,  "A  Sim¬ 
ple  Act,"  being  a  particularly  poignant  example. 

In  the  1980s  we  virtually  swim  in  a  sea  of  lesbian 
writing  (a  phenomenon  that  was  unthinkable  in  my  youth), 
and  it  is  impossible  to  read  or  even  find  all  of  it.  Since  there 
is  more  lesbian  work  being  produced  than  the  general  gay 
public  is  aware  of,  it  is  of  great  value  to  have  someone  do  all 
the  hard  work,  the  searching  and  finding  and  the  editing, 
and  then  present  it  to  us,  so  that  all  we  need  do  is  sit  back 
and  read. 

Since  Cruikshank  is  not  primarily  interested  in  poetry 
herself,  she  asked  Ida  VSW  Red  to  edit  that  part  of  the  book. 
My  hat  is  off  to  Red.  She  has  included  a  broad  spectrum  of 
pieces,  all  of  which  have  something  significant  to  say,  some 
deep  or  whimsical  insight  to  offer,  some  plesure  or  pain  to 
share.  I  was  particularly  impressed  with  Marilyn  Hacker's 
technical  virtuositiy  and  moved  almost  to  tears  at  the  final 
lines  of  Judy  Schavrien's  "How  the  Memories  Open  Out." 
Schavrien  is  able  to  communicate  to  the  reader  the  catch  in 
her  throat  at  the  sense  of  loss  she  feels  because  she  can't 
have  again  in  actuality  what  exists  only  in  her  memory.  She 
says:  "oh  darling/oh  my  darling  I  would"  [return  through 
memory  to  her  lover].  Because  the  poem  has  led  inevitably 
to  the  hopeless  cry,  the  line  resonates  with  pain.  In  con¬ 
trast,  "The  Lesbian  Bears,"  by  Martha  Courtot,  is  playful 
and  exuberant: 

,d  I  have  watched  lesbian  pumpkins 
re  the  whole  patch  their  playground 
gate  &  dusky 

r  voices  arouse  something  in  us 
ch  is  laughing 

ah,  everything  is  lesbian  which  loves  itself..." 
and  claims  the  entire  world  of  things  good,  as  lesbian  terri¬ 
tory. 

Cruikshank  says,  "The  word  'new'  in  the  title  has 
several  meanings:  writings  by  women  who  have  not  ap¬ 


peared  in  print  before  or  who  are  not  yet  well  known,  un¬ 
published  work  by  established  writers,  and  work  from 
other  countries  new  to  American  readers." 

I  was  not  acquainted  with  more  than  three  or  four  of 
the  writers  in  the  anthology,  and  it  made  me  aware  of  how 
very  much  of  value  I  know  nothing  about.  If  there  is  so 
much  in  this  slim  volume,  how  much  more  must  there  be, 
beyond  its  covers,  that  would  offer  literary  nutrition? 

The  book  contains  poetry,  autobiographical  excerpts  by 
a  number  of  women  (including  four  who  are  over  65  years 
of  age),  short  fiction  and  essays.  The  spectrum  of  emotions 
detailed,  however,  is  not  a  continuum  from  joy  to  sorrow. 
Most  of  what  is  expressed  is  not  joyous.  In  fact  there  is  ter¬ 
ribly  little  of  joy,  though  there  is  strength,  courage  and 
hope.  There  is  also  no  successful  working  out  of  an  intimate 
relationship. 

The  writing  styles  are  varied,  some  ornate,  some  very 
spare  and  dry.  All  of  the  work  is  accessible  and  when  there 
is  the  slightest  possibility  of  difficulty.  Cruikshank  sup¬ 
plies  explanatory  notes.  When  a  people  thirsts  for  commu¬ 
nication,  it  is  pointless  and  cruel  to  obscure  the  meaning.  It 
is  also  unfair  to  an  artist  to  forbid  her  the  full  range  of  her  in¬ 
tellect,  so  Cruikshank  has  taken  upon  herself  the  task  of 
making  everything  as  clear  as  possible,  while  allowing  the 
artistry  to  stand.  Also,  for  those  who  want  to  catch  up  on 
other  recent  lesbian  literature,  Cnhkshank  includes  a 
17-page  bibliography  of  lesbian  literature  from  1980  to  1983. 

Though  notes  and  bibliographies  smack  of  academia 
which  is  off-putting  to  some  people,  the  book  is  very  enter¬ 
taining  and  thought-provoking  without  being  at  all 
ponderous.  It  introduced  me  to  a  whole  new  world  of 
writers,  many  of  whom  I  shall  pursue  with  great  interest  be¬ 
tween  other  covers  wherever  they  may  be  found.  I  was 
most  delighted  by  a  prose  piece  called  "Jazz  dancin  wif 
mama,"  by  Lindajean  Brown,  who  spins  a  neat,  little  yarn 
with  a  twist  in  it  that  catches  you  off-guard  and  makes  you 
smile  inside. 

New  Lesbian  Writing  made  me  clamor  for  the  rest  of  the 
feast.  I  want  to  read  the  whole  works  from  which  the  ex¬ 
cerpts  come.  I  want  to  become  much  more  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  work  of  most  of  the  women  in  the  book. 
There  is  something  for  everyone  in  this  lovingly  put-to¬ 
gether  volume.  It  has  both  substance  and  sparkle,  and  most 
important,  it  gives  exposure  to  a  number  of  women  who 
have  not  been  published  before.  Try  it,  you'll  like  it. 


Page  10  •  Gay  Community  News,  September  22,  1984 


f  Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  dime  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 
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It's  Not  Easy  To  Be  a  Parent 

When  you're  considering  coming  out  to  your 
children., .when  you  lover  is  jealous. ..when  you 
'ex'  can't  cope  with  your  lifestyle. ..when  you 
don't  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available. 

MERRIMACK  VALLEY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
211  Broadway 

Methuen,  MA  01844  tel.  687-4383 
offices  in  Methuen  and  Boston 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240  _ 


■ : 


JASPER  J.  LAWSON.  Ph  D. 

LICENSED  CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGIST 
THE  PSYCHOTHERAPY  OFFICES 
9  ACTON  ROAD.  SUITE  24 
CHELMSFORD.  MA  01824 

<6  I  7)  256-2250 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

g-c  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

f  Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 

Jtjj  Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Wednesday  Evenings  —  Gay  Men's  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Night 
By  Appointment  Only  —  as  of  Oct.  1,  1983 

Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

-  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

*  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 
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pieces  by  women  of  color.  With 
Jane  Rule  or  Barbara  Deming  or 
Mary  Meigs  it  was  easier  to  think 
of  them  as  writers  that  I  would 
want  to  see  in  the  book. 

SS:  What  is  it  that  you  would 
argue  with  in  Jane  Rule’s  position? 

PC:  1  think  my  sense  of  lesbian 
writer  puts  more  emphasis  on  les¬ 
bian  than  hers  does.  She’s  eager  to 
be  a  writer  and  write  on  universal 
topics  and  all  that.  She  seems  to 
want  to  put  all  these  heterosexual 
characters  in  her  novels.  I’m  just 
not  interested  in  reading  all  that. 
She  seems  to  be  saying,  “See,  1  can 
do  this,  too,”  but  1  don’t  want  her 
to  have  to  jump  through  those 
hoops. 

SS:  But  certainly  she  does  not 
argue  that  that’s  what  she’s  doing. 
She  argues  that  that’s  necessary 
for  her  because  that’s  her  reality. 

PC:  That’s  true.  1  mean  you’re 
right  about  that. 

SS:  Another  related  question  is 
how  much  editing  did  you  do  on 
the  pieces  in  the  book? 

PC::  It  varied.  On  Barbara  Dem- 
ing’s  piece,  for  example,  I  merely 
took  out  a  few  sentences  here  and 
there  to  shorten  it.  It’s  almost  ex¬ 
actly  as  she  wrote  it .  The  same  with 
the  Mary  Meigs  piece.  With  some 
of  the  younder  writers  who  were 
less  experienced,  1  did  a  lot  of  sug¬ 
gestion.  They  were  more  or  less 


pleased  with  my  suggestions,  but 
we  worked  things  out.  Monika 
Kehoe  is  a  75-year-old  lesbian  who 
was  fired  from  Mills  College  in  the 
30s  for  being  a  lesbian.  In  her  case 
it  was  a  matter  of  getting  her  to 
elaborate  on  a  lot  of  points  where 
she  had  just  cryptically  said  “de- 
da,  de-da,  de-da.”  I  wanted  her  to 
say  why  did  that  happen  and  how 
did  you  feel,  so  she  answered  a  lot 
of  questions  that  1  had  about  her 
piece.  I  did  a  lot  of  fiddling  around 
with  works  and  the  women 
themselves  rewrote  parts,  in  some 
cases  extensively. 

SS:  Hctw  long  was  it  from  concep¬ 
tion  to  publication? 

PC:  I  think  January  ’81  1  met  the 
publisher  and  the  book  came  out 
in  April  1984.  Lesbian  Path  was  a 
five-year  process  and  Lesbian 
Studies  was  three,  but  it  seemed  a 
great  deal  longer  than  this  new  an¬ 
thology. 

SS:  In  the  introduction  you  quote 
Jane  Gapen’s  statement  in  her  in¬ 
troduction  to  Barbara  Deming’s 
piece  in  the  book.  Something 
about  not  having  “an  authentic 
hold  on  reality.”  What  was  that 
about? 

PC:  In  the  ’50s  when  she  was 
writing,  being  a  lesbian  meant  you 
didn’t  have  a  sufficient  hold  on 
reality.  When  friends  said,  “Don’t 
publish  this  [because  it’s 
lesbian],”  she  was  persuaded  by 
that  argument.  They  wanted  her  to 


be  seen  as  having  something  to 
say,  and  if  she  were  to  write  as  a 
lesbian,  that  would  be  a  sign  of  ar¬ 
rested  development  or  some  prob¬ 
lem  that  she  should  deal  with 
rather  than  something  to  proclaim 
as  a  proud  identity. 

SS:  How  has  your  perspective 
changed  since  the  ’70s? 

PC:  I  certainly  changed  in  the 
sense  that  I  think  I  am  more  open 
and  flexible  now.  I  think  I’ve 
recaptured  my  sense  of  humor 
which  was  pretty  much  lost  in  my 
more  politicaly  narrow  years.  You 
know,  at  Smith  last  week  there  was 
a  room  full  of  lesbians,  about  80  or 
90,  and  they  were  talking  about  the 
harassment  at  Northampton, 
which  was  a  terrible  thing,  and  the 
issues  at  Smith,  which  were  also 
something  to  be  regretted  —  the 
way  the  administration  handled 
that  dorm  issue.  At  the  same  time 
it  was  really  understood  that 
anyone  could  speak  of  academics 
in  a  disparaging  way.  It  was  sort  of 
“open  season”  on  academics. 
There  were  a  lot  of  women  in  that 
room  who  had  some  of  our  sense 
of  self  through  that  academic  life, 
and  I  thought,  we  wouldn’t  be 
making  fun  of  mothers  —  some 
lesbians  are  mothers.  We  wouldn’t 
be  making  fun  of  all  these  other 
groups,  but  it  was  still  okay  to 
disparage  academics  as  if  they 
were  these  slimjy  creatures.  Yet 
there  were  these  wonderful  ex¬ 
amples  of  women  like  Bonnie  Zim- 

Continued  on  next  page 


Saturday,  September  29th,  8  PM -2 AM 
The  Cydorama,  South  End,  Boston 

Music  by  Claire.  Creative  Attire  Requested. 

Tickets  available  at  Buddies,  Greystone,  Club  Cafe, 

AIDS  Action  Committee,  Forex  Travel  and  Box  Office  Video. 

For  further  information  call  the  AIDS  Action  Committee:  536-7733. 
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merman  and  Nancy  Osborne  in  the 
room  right  there,  embodying 
positive  aspects  of  both  feminism 
and  academic  values.  . 

SS:  It’s  very  easy  when  you’re 
eager  to  state  your  position,  to 
forget  other  people.  Maybe  that’s 
part  of  the  political  urgency. 

PC:  In  a  sense  the  righteousness  is 
almost  justified  by  the  sense  of 
having  emerged  from  silence  and 
invisibility.  We  do  have  a  natural 
sense  of  rightness  about  being 
more  open  now,  but  it’s  hard  to 
avoid  going  over  into  the  self- 
righteousness  that  is  just  not 
listening  to  other  people.  That 
Catholics  always  take  it  on  the 
chin  in  GCN  really  irritates  me. 
I’m  not  a  practicing  Catholic  and 
haven’t  been  one  for  a  long,  long 
time,  but  it  is  my  culture,  and  1 
really  don’t  like  any  part  of  who  1 
am  to  be  assaulted  in  my  gay  com¬ 
munity  newspaper.  It  seems  it’s 
okay  to  be  really  nastily  anti- 
Catholic.  They  could  never  get 
away  with  that  with  someone 
Jewish  or  another  group,  but 
Catholics  are  still  okay. 

NW:  Do  you  think  that  there’s  at 
least  as  much  possibility  for  les¬ 
bian  relationships  to  be  nurturing 
and  long-lasting  and  “emotionally 
healthy”  as  any  other  kinds  of 
relationships,  or  do  you  think 
they’re  destined  for  that  kind  of 
not  working  out,  for  dissolution, 
and  disillusionment  and  running 
from  one  person  to  another. 

PC:  I  guess  when  I’m  feeling  most 
optimistic  about  our  lives  and  our 
community  I  think  that  we’re  not 
always  going  to  be  bogged  down 
the  way  we  are  now  by  what  we  see 
in  lesbian  relationships.  We’re  not 
destined  to  be  struggling  with  the 
same  issues,  but  it  does  seem 
harder  for  us  in  relationships  to  be 
nurturing  and  loving  and  stable 
over  the  long  period.  After  50  or 
100  years  of  total  acceptance  for 
lesbian  relationships,  then  the  nur¬ 
turing  and  the  loving  that  will 
come  out  of  those  relationships 
will  make  us  seem  quite  equal  to 
heterosexuals  in  the  intrinsic  lov¬ 
ing  capacity.  I  think  we’re  going  to 
have  a  lot  more  disedifying  break¬ 
ups  and  trashings  —  acting  out  of 
our  damaged  places  —  until  a  lot 
more  healing  goes  on.  Ultimately 
and  in  the  abstract,  yeah,  we’re 
just  as  capable,  but  for  a  lot  of 
reasons  we’re  not  yet  showing  the 
potential  that  we  have.  There  are 
obstacles  and  hindrances  that  I 
think  are  very  severe. 

Stands  on  Controversial  Issues 

NW:  Do  you  have  any  opinions 
on  monogamy? 

PC:  Yeah,  I  believe  in  it.  I  think 
it’s  underrated.  I  think  it’s  the 
wave  of  the  future.  I  really  do.  I 
really  do. 

NW:  What  do  you  think  about  S 
and  M? 

PC:  r  m  just  not  very  interested  in 
the  whole  topic.  I  wouldn’t  say 
anything  negative  about  it  because 
that  would  be  close-minded,  but 
all  these  controversies,  all  this 
discussion  1  find  rather  boring  in  a 
way.  1  did  read  the  anti-S/M  an¬ 
thology  and  I  agreed  pretty  much 
with  the  stance  of  those  editors, 
and  yet  some  of  the  things  I’ve 
read  in  favor  of  S/M  I  think  are 
certainly  intriguing,  for  example 
the  idea  that  certain  therapeutic 
and  healing  processes  can  occur, 
according  to  women  who  practice 
it. 

NW:  To  talk  of  healing  presup¬ 
poses  that  there’s  something  not 
well  to  begin  with. 


PC:  Thai’s  so,  but  I  mean  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  sound  glib  in 
dismissing  it  or  the  women. 


NW:  Do  you  think  being  close- 
minded  is  necessarily  a  bad  thing? 

PC:  Well,  let’s  say  that  under  no 
conceivable  circumstances  would  I 
ever  practice  it  [S/M  sex]  or  en¬ 
courage  my  friends  to.  I’m  close- 
minded  in  that  sense.  1  know  ab¬ 
solutely  how  1  feel  about  it  per¬ 
sonally,  but  1  think  it’s  an  impor¬ 
tant  issue  and  1  think  that  for  some 
individuals,  good  could  come  of  it, 
or  it  could  have  a  creative  and 
healthy  dimension,  1  guess.  I  have 
a  hunch  that  women  mean  very 
different  things  by  it  and  that  my 
discomfort  with  it  comes  from  an 
image  of  what  would  be  a  destruc¬ 
tive,  or  harmful,  even  brutal  prac¬ 
tice.  And  for  some  women  it  may 
mean  something  playful. 

NW:  What  do  you  think  about 
lesbian  porno? 

PC:  Well,  I  don’t  know.  That’s  a 
good  question.  I  haven’t  seen  any, 
to  tell  the  truth.  I’d  rather  stay 
home  and  read  George  Eliot,  I 
guess. 

NW:  I  would  too.  We  have  only 
one  life  to  live.  What  can  you  do? 
Do  you  think  it’s  worthwhile  for 
lesbian/feminists  to  put  their 
energy  into  trying  to  have  a  signifi¬ 
cant  effect  upon  electoral  politics? 

PC:  Oh,  absolutely.  Yes  I  do,  yes 
I  do. 

NW:  That’s  not  a  “hardline” 
position.  Some  very  radical  people 
don’t  bother  and  I  think  it’s 
terrifying. 

PC:  And  very  radical  people 
would  have  four  more  years  of 
Ronald  Reagan. 

NW:  Do  you  think  lesbians  are 
better  off  making  common  cause 
with  straight  women  or  with  gay 
men? 

PC:  I  think  it’s  a  false  choice.  I 
think'  that  we  have  to  do  both, 
because  both  those  groups  are  our 
allies.  Our  survival  depends  on 
alliances  with  both  groups.  I  guess 
before  I  would  have  said,  “Oh, 
women  only,”  but  when  I  think  of 
serious  repression  of  homosexuals 
in  this  country,  if  they  come  and 
knock  on  my  door  the  fact  that 
I’m  female  isn’t  going  to  save  me. 

I  want  to  have  some  sense  that 
the  men  in  the  movement  and  I, 
and  my  friends  and  my  group, 
have  at  least  a  loose  coalition. 
That  doesn’t  mean  I  approve  of 
everything  gay  men  in  the  move¬ 
ment  do,  or  that  I  don’t  want 
primarily  a  female  friendship 
group  and  social  life,  but  I  really 
do  believe  that  that  choice  [either 
gay  men  or  straight  women]  is  not 
a  good  one. 

NW:  What  do  you  thing  about 
man/boy  love? 

PC:  I  feel  extremely  uncomfor¬ 
table  at  the  thought  of  it,  I  really 
do.  I  know  the  arguments  for  it 
that  I’ve  seen  in  GCN.  I’m  just  not 
persuaded  by  them. 

What  Next? 

SS:  You  say  that  we  will  become 
“whole  women.”  What  do  you 
mean  by  that?  Is  there  a  character 
in  a  novel  that  has  gotten  close  to 
that? 

PC:  Well,  I  suppose  Elsa  Gidlow 
as  she  works  her  way  through  her 
early  experiences.  Maybe  that’s  a 
state  of  having  arrived  that  we 
haven’t  gotten  to  yet. 

SS:  What  is  ideal,  what  is  it  all 
about?  How  do  you  see  it? 

PC:  I  think  the  reason  so  many 
lesbian  actions  and  lives  disap¬ 
point  me  is  there’s  a  lack  of 
generosity  of  spirit  or  magnanimi¬ 
ty  or  a  kind  of  gracious,  loving 

Continued  on  next  page 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 

SUBSCRIBE  A 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ _  Address _ 

City  - _ State  _____  Zip _ 

New  Subscription  l  Renewal  l  i 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 

IK  I’eurl  Street— Ho*  22 
Province-town,  Mass.  02657 
617-»87-2210 

Karen  Harding 
Jackie  Kelly 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D  M  D. 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON  MA  021  16 


APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  Cindy  Rizzo, 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Bankruptcy 

•  General 


•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Employment  Matters 

•  Discrimination 
Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston.  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


WHO  CONTROLS  THE  PAST, 
CONTROLS  THE  FUTURE. 
SUPPORT  BANNED  BOOKS 
WEEK.  SEPTEMBER  8-15 
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Vou  con  t  hove 
Without  sexual  pride. 
So,  try  First  Hand, 

The  magazine  that  m 
verything  stand  t 


Mol  to:  FirstRand  Magazine,  P.O.  Box  1314,  Dept.  3,  Teaneck,  NJ  07666. 


Send  me  the  next  12  issues  of  FirstHand. 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $33 
(in  U.S.  funds) .  (Sample  Copy:  $3.00) 


Nome _ 
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JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law  ,  , 

40  Trapelo  Road  or 

Belmont,  MA  02178  933-0940 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS—1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 


Natural  Wood  Frames 
Welded  Brass  Aluminum 
Round  Corner  Frames 


FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 
Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 
Custom  Plexi-Boxes 


Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals ,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  ten  years. 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 

411  Marlborough  Street  269  Somerville  Avenue 

At  Massachusetts  Avenue  In  Union  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  Somerville,  Massachusetts  02 143 
262-0787  666-2000 
MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


Toshi  Reagon 

Continued from  page  7 
matter  what  network  I’m  in,  there 
is  oppression.  There’s  not  a  lot  of 
black  women  being  accepted  into 
the  women’s  music  network,  or  in 
the  commercial  world  either  —  if 
there’s  anything  they  have  in  com¬ 
mon,  1  think  it’s  that  there  is 
racism  in  both.  Women’s  music 
doissS-not  have  a  strong  past  of 
black  women,  or  a  strong  position 
for  black  women  in  it.  I  don’t  feel 
that  there  is  a  path  that  is  clear  for 
a  black  rock  ’n’  roll  singer/song¬ 
writer.  There  were  strong  musi¬ 
cians  and  performers,  but  I  think 
it’s  fair  /to  say  that  the  popularity 
that  went  for  Cris  and  Meg  did  not 
go  for  Linda  Tillery  and  Mary 
Watkins,  and  it’s  not  because  they 
are  not  good  musicians.  Women’s 
music  has  been  around  ten  years, 
and  hopefully  will  become  wider. 
Maybe  I’m  starting  a  new  path.” 

‘‘There  is  a  path  for  me. in  folk 
music,  made  by  people  like  mv 
mom  and  Richie  Havens,  and 
there’s  a  huge  path  for  me  in  funk. 
There  are  other  kinds  of  networks 
that  have  more  resources  to  deal 
with  me.  If  you  have  a  jazz  artist, 
you  can’t  sell  that  style  of  music  to 
the  same  people  you  sell  Meg 
Christian  to.  There’s  another 
group  of  people  and  you  have  to 
find  them,  and  build  a  network, 
not  just  of  the  white  lesbian  femi¬ 
nist  community,  but  the  black  les¬ 
bian  feminist  and  the  black 
community  and  the  white  com¬ 
munity  and  the  Jewish  communi¬ 


ty.” 

Toshi  is  pleased  to  have  her  per¬ 
formances  booked  by  Roadwork, 
a  Washington-based  women’s 
booking  agency.  ‘‘Roadwork  has 
spent  a  lot  of  time  learning  to  be  a 
cultural  organization,  building 
contacts  with  a  lot  of  different  net¬ 
works  of  different  kinds  of 
people.” 

I  wondered  if  Toshi  felt  that 
teenagers  are  as  nihilistic  and 
apathetic  as  the  media  usually 
presents  them.  “Teenagers  are 
always  the  people  who  get  into  the 
heart  of  everything.  I  have  never 
met  a  teenager  who  didn’t  want  to 
talk  about  Vietnam.  We  were  six 
or  seven  when  that  was  going  on, 
and  all  I  remember  is  my  uncle  and 
other  people’s  brothers  being 
carted  off  to  war.  If  you  ask  some¬ 
one  who  is  19  now,  how  they  feel 
about  the  fact  that  their  brother 
got  killed  in  Vietnam,  I’ll  bet  you 
they  can  talk  about  it!  But  most 
people  think  teenagers  are  like  the 
commercial  songs  they  hear.  The 
people  who  tell  you  what  the  cur¬ 
rent  teenage  generation  is  are 
never  teenagers.  The  media  picks 
up  on  something  and  uses  it  for 
however  long  it’s  hot,  like 
teenagers  doing  breakdancing.  In 
our  school,  we  wanted  to  talk 
about  nuclear  power,  because  they 
tell  us  we  will  be  the  ones  to  solve 
the  problems.  But  you  don’t  hear 
about  this  because  it  doesn’t  sell.” 

This  summer  Toshi ’s  game  plan 
was  to  play  at  as  many  festivals  as 


Toshi  Reagon  rocks  out 


she  could,  and  then  tour  in  the  fall. 
She’s  hoping  to  make  an  album  in 
the  next  year,  as  she  feels  she  has 
already  outgrown  the  cassette  she 
made  last  year.  When  I  asked  her  if 
she  thought  she  represents  a  new 
generation  of  women’s  musicians, 
she  replied,  “Music  is  passed  on 
from  person  to  person,  from 
generation  to  generatio'n.  Nothing 
is  really  new,  just  new  ways  of  in¬ 
terpreting  it.  Because  I’m  usually 
the  youngest  person  playing  at 
music  festivals,  I  feel  like  everyone 
else  has  been  doing  it  for  years, 
working  and  going  through  ex¬ 
periences.  Even  though  I  haven’t 
experienced  things,  I  watch  people 
who  have.  I  feel  blessed  that  I  have 
so  many  teachers.” 

Toshi  Reagan  and  the  Agitones 
will  be  playing  at  Somewhere  Else 
in  Boston  on  September  23. 
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GCN  T-shirts 

price:  $7.00  * 


I  want  to  get  it.  Please  send  it  to  me! 

No.  COLOR  SIZE  -  PRICE 


postage  &  handling 

available  in: 

white,  black  TOTAL 

$1.00 

• 

s,m,l,xl,xxl,xxxl 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ = _ 1_ 

City _ State _ Zip° _ 

Send  check  or  rQpney  order  to: 

GCN  shirts,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111  , 


Peg  Cruikshank 


Continued  from  previous  page 
spirit  and  forgiving  spirit  and  all 
that.  I  think  I  know  why  that  is  — 
because  of  some  damage  that 
we’ve  all  suffered  and  some 
negative  stuff  coming  at  us  from 
various  directions  —  but  I’m  really 
interested  in  how  we  can  get  healed 
so  that  we  treat  each  other  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  and  generous  spirit  that  some 
heterosexuals  seem  to  be  able  to 
achieve  either  in  long-term 
relationships  or  in  friendships.  I 
don’t  mean  that  we  never  do,  but 
when  I  look  around  for  examples 


of  it  1  don’t  see  too  many  in  the  gay 
community.  It’s  not  so  disillusion¬ 
ing  to  me  because  I  see  why  that’s 
the  case.  We’ve  been  knocked 
about  a  hell  of  a  lot  and  the  choices 
we’ve  made  have  been  enormously 
difficult.  I  think  one  of  the  signs  of 
the  difgculty  is  how  hard  we  are  on 
each  other.  Leftists  and  Marxists 
in  the  ’30s  went  through  this  and 
black  people  have  said  that  they 
feel  more  hurtful  things  coming  at 
them  from  other  black  people  who 
are  their  allies.  It  seems  to  go  along 


with  being  an  out-group  struggling 
for  identity.  I  don’t  think  it’s  just 
us.  We’re  sort  of  the  new  embodi¬ 
ment  of  that  kind  of  stuff.  People 
don’t  express  much  appreciation 
to  each  other  in  the  movement.  So 
the  quesion  is  how  we  can  still  keep 
these  difficult  lives  that  require  a 
certain  amount  of  courage,  main¬ 
tain  ghat’s  good  about  them  and 
also  have  more  expansvie  spirits, 
not  be  so  hard  on  each  other,  and 
find  more  generosity  of  spirit 
towards  each  other*. 


O  Finally,  there’s  a  monthly 
magazine  that  has  it  all!  Whether 
.you’re  into  armpits,  socks, 

° enemas,  tickling,  Marines,  raunch, 
vanilla  sex,  incest,  water  sports,  or 
just  non-stop  fucking,  MANSCAPE 
will  be  there  to  get  you  off  month 
after  month. 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Whadda  ya  know 
the  great  I  AM 
turns  out  to  be 
a  traffic  jam 
Four  hours  lost 
inhaling  gases 
and  wishing  that 
we  had  airline  passes. 

And  when  we  finally 
did  arrive 
Mother's  needs 
were  in  over-drive. 

We  had  to  eat 
for  two  days  running 
but  at  least  you 
had  some  sunning. 

And  what  a  tumult 
when  we  came  home 
enough  to  make  me 
want  to  roam 
over  the  hills 
and  far  away 
to  a  very  distant 
better  day. 

But  the  best  day  ' 
is  already  here. 

Happy  Birthday 
Mousie,  dear. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. 
_ (10) 

Lesbian  27  sagittarian.  Arts/Humorist, 
very  active  —  but  enjoy  quiet  intimate 
times,  too.  Don't  dance,  etc.  Bars  suck. 
Love  to  go  places  and  eat  things.  Play 
is  essential.  Not  a  narcissist,  but  look¬ 
ing  for-  one  as  wonderful  as  I  am,  so¬ 
meone  who  sort  of  knows  what  she  is 
and  what  she  is  doing.  No  smokers  or 
Scorpios.  Please  send  photo(s)  of 
yourself  if  you'd  like.  I  will  return  and 
enclose  one  of  myself.  Write:  “Hello" 
Box  1092  Cambridge,  MA  02238.  (10) 

SEEKING  A  NEEDY  LADY 
Very  discreet  generous  gentleman  WM 
49  offers  unlimited  assistance  for  a 
needy  gay  or  bi  female  Will  help  with 
tuition  rent  wardrobe  and  care  or  goals. 
I’m  orally  active  clean  safe  not  seeking 
intercourse  or  anything  else.  Richly 
rewarding  private  relationship  assured 
Call  738-5139. _ (11) 

GAY  YALE  ALUMNI 
Southwestern  New  England  chapter  of 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni  wants 
you.  Confidential.  Write:  GALA,  4037 
Yale  Station,  New  Haven,  CT  06520  (10) 
SEARCHING? 

ManHunt  ads  can  help  realize  your 
fondest  or  wildest  dreams.  Cheap, 
friendly,  intriguing,  unique.  Info:  Box 
265G,  89  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

_ (13) 


FLYING  TO  NEW  ORLEANS  IN  LATE 
OCTOBER?  I  need  to  fly  my  cat  to  N.O. 
and  it's  cheaper  if  she  accompanies 
passenger.  Arrangements  made  &  paid 
for  by  me.  Can  you  help?  Vicki 
522-2478. _ (11) 

Monogamous  relationship  only!  Camp¬ 
ing,  fishing,  photo.  Honesty  is  a  must! 
I’m  5’1  ”,  90  lbs,  27  GF.  Not  into  drugs, 
roles,  or  head  games!  Sincere  women 
only!  Write  to  me  now!  Will  answer  all! 
Can  travel  some!  Deb  S.  PO  Box  1185, 
Haverhill,  MA  01830 _ (11) 

Good-looking,  health-conscious  GF 
looking  for  same  at  Dynasty  Ball. 
Phone  536-7733, _  (12) 

GAY  DANCE  AND  SHOW 

Held  three  times  monthly 

Entertainment  liquor  snacks 
Admission  drinks  225 
Call  (212)764-8856  or  (212)243-0202 
_ (10) 

GWF,  30,  prof:  vivacious,  and  fun-loving 
with  sometimes  off-beat  sense  of 
humor,  looking  for  others  in  NE  area. 
Am  5’2",  118,  w/blue  eyes  &  premature¬ 
ly  graying  hair,  thanks  to  dear  ol'  Mom. 

I  really  do  think  I'm  kinda  cute,  and  if 
you  like  dimples,  my  face  has  a  set 
you’ll  probably  appreciate.  I  like  rac- 
quetball  &  going  out  to  din-din  and  a 
show  with  friends.  Have  also  been 
known  to  turn  into  a  vegetable  for  an 
evening  in  front  of  my  TV.  The  qualities 
I  value  in  myself  and  others  include 
compassion,  sensitivity,  tenderness, 
affection,  and  gentleness—  and  the 
courage  to  be  open,  vulnerable,  &  com¬ 
municate  from  the  heart.  If  you  enjoy 
cuddling  and  snuggling  (added  with  a 
dash  of  romance)  and  want  to  meet 
another  woman  who  can  be  soft  and 
mushy  as  you,  please  write  GCN  Box 
6L _ (13) 

Caring  and  honest  attractive  GWF  27.  I 
love  the  outdoors,  dining,  dancing  and 
movies.  Seeking  a  warm  (somewhat) 
feminine  lesbian  for  friendship  and 
possible  relationsip.  No  drugs, .heavy 
drinking  or  games.  Please  write  GCN 
Box  58. _ (10) 

FROM  LOS  ANGELES  TO  BOSTON 
I  left  sunshine  smog  &  surfers.  I  seek 
someone  honest  sincere  caring  &  com¬ 
patible  who  believes  that  love  & 
thoughts  bind  people  not  their  pelvis 
only.  Prefer  WM  20-35  gk  pass,  non- 
smoker  educated  cultured,  waspy  & 
preppy.  Am  32,  5'10",  165  gr  act,  fr  pass 
doctor  from  India  PO  Box  192 
Brookline,  MA  02146.  ■ _ (10) 

TOP  DOCTOR  SEEKS  LASTING 
ITOI  RELATNSHP  &  COMMITMENT 
with  WM  who’s  ready  for  it  &  unders¬ 
tand  its  meaning.  Pref  20-35  GP  non- 
smokr  athletic  prof  quiet  homebuddy. 
Rock  186  Brookline  Ave  #67,  Boston, 
MA  01225.  (11) 


3. 


4. 


5. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  _ 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. . 
ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Section  2 


EARN  $100  mo  EXERCISE  BUDDY 

Needed  by  prof  man  Am  33  5’1 1  ”  170 
GA  not  out-of-shape  but  want  better 
definition.  Live  Longwood  Medical 
Area.  Sameer  645  Beacon  St  #15, 
Boston  02215. _ (Vt> 

GAY  LEFTIST? 

GM  socialist  pro-feminist  37  Pro¬ 
vidence  Rl  attractive  seeks  same  for 
possible  relationship  Enjoy  good 
friends  good  times  good  sex  If  like  me 
tired  of  sexist  racist  pro-capitalist  men, 
write  Wally  GCN  Box  56. _ (10) 

BEEBO  NOW! 

Beebo  Brinker  needs  you!  Help 
Beebo’s  lovers  put  on  the  play  “BEEBO 
BRINKER”  this  November  in  Boston. 
Experience  desirable  but  not 
necessary.  Beebo  needs  help  on  sets, 
costumes,  tech,  publicity,  art,  stage 
crew,  etc.  She  especially  needs  a  book¬ 
keeper  and  a  lawyer.  “BEEBO”  aims  to 
be  a  multi-cultural  project.  She  hopes 
to  give  pleasure  to  the  entire  communi¬ 
ty.  Why  wait?  Work  on  “BEEBO”  now 
for  instant  gratification.  Write  to 
BEEBO  BRINKER  GCN  Box  795.  (10) 

NEW  TO  BOSTON 

GWM  34  57"  120  lb  sks  WMs  18-35  in 
Waltham  area.  E.  Dahlin  756  Moody  St. 
Waltham,  MA  02154.  Also  servicemen 
for  weekend  encounters. _ (10) 

LESBIAN  SUPPORT  GROUP 

Are  you  a  lesbian  who  has  recently 
separated  from  your  lover?  You  are  not 
alone!  Let’s  meet  and  share  our  experi¬ 
ences.  Talk  and  companionship  CAN 
help.  Call  Judy  846-7725 _ (10) 

GWF  seeks  same  for  loving  relation¬ 
ship.  I’m  31  Aries  Reas.  attr.  Hope  to 
find  someone  sincere.  I  am.  Much  to 
share  with  the  right  woman.  GCN  Box 
59.  (12) 

Good-looking,  health-conscious  GM 
looking  for  same  at  Dynasty  Ball. 
Phone  536-7733. _  (11) 


SAIL  FREE 

3  GM  with  sail  exp  for  2wk  vac  on  my 
35'  c  +  c  antiqua  Iv  Boston  12/17  Share 
food  cost.  Write  GCN  Box  60 _ (12) 


LOVERS 


IN  A  RUT? 


A' 


t^JPftOfKS 
VIDEO 

Meet  interesting/new  people  on 
videotape  and  choose  your  next 
date  at  an  exciting  new  video 
matching  service  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Completely  confidential. 
For  info,  write  to: 

Profiles  on  Video 
739  Boylston  St. 

Suite  104 
Boston,  MA  02116 

iTuesday-Friday  5-10  pm 
Saturday  10-6 
or  call  267-1319 


NANCY  IN  PALO  ALTO 

It's  hard  to  sit  at  night  alone 
and  listen  for  your  ring 
I  think  I'll  watch  The  Twilight  Zone 
though  nightmares  it  will  bring 

Without  you.  creeping  boredom  comes 
and  sneaks  up  from  behind 
Perhaps  I’ll  sit  and  twiddle  thumbs 
till  I  lose  my 

Much  love.  I  miss  you.  Hershey 


ORGANIZATIONS 

SEXUAL  ABUSE  SURVIVORS 
NEWSLETTER  -  #2 
For  Crying  Out  Loud,  a  newsletter  for 
women  survivors  of  child  sexual  abuse, 
announces  the  publication  of  our 
second  issue.  Subscriptions  $5  (for  4 
issues):  c/o  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  We  also 
welcome  letters,  other  writings  and 
graphics  from  women  survivors  for 
future  issues. 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC  ‘ 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 

LESBIAN  NETWORKING 
NEWSLETTER 

TELEWOMAN,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill, 
CA  94523  is  a  national  lesbian  newslet¬ 
ter.  Network  resources,  lesbian  fiction, 
poetry,  art,  photography,  book  reviews, 
profiles,  women’s  spirituality,  exquisite 
graphics,  links  between  country  &  city 
lesbians.  $1  sample  issue,  $12  sub.  (32) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism.  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  consul¬ 
tants  for  your  organization  (municipal, 
professional,  political,  educational)  or 
business.  Contact  Equity  Institute  in 
Amherst.  MA  at  (413)  256-6902.  Co¬ 
directors  Carole  Lannigan  Johnson, 
J.D  ,  and  Joan  Lester.  Ed  D _ 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  Pride,  Feminist,  Spiritual.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  cycles  within  our  lives  and 
nature  with  a  traditional  witchcraft 
base.  Study  is  graded  towards  initia¬ 
tion.  NY  &  Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos, 
PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside,  NY  11104. 
SASE,  please]^ _ (30) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH?" 
Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in 
elude  religious  observances,  discus 
sions.  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238. 


MOVERS 


M  &  J  FAMILY  MOVERS 

Loc..  Ig.  dist.  lo  rates  277-6225, 889-1027 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
'  MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826. 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insm n-|  Service 
Tel  491-697?* 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 
CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
*  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
>  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  646-6540 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
of  all  the  rales  and  conditions  staled  on  this  form. 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  of 
its  text  or  illustrations. 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  full  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN ’s  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  of  the  original 
ad,  provided  that  GCN  is  notified  of  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  of  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad. 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  line  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•  Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ ,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

= 

or  Dart  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

— 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

or  Dart  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

— 

Capitalized  Wds:  (not  Headlines) 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

X. 

.25 

= 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

(Add)  = 


TOTAL  fori  Week 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10% 

15% 

20% 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

# 

Head 

Lines 

• 

Head 
■  ■ 

LI 

ie 

a 

O 

• 

0 

< 

D 

Cl 

■ 

£ 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00 

□  Forwarding  Bx:6wks.  5.00 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00 

□  Ckng  copies:  ffwks _ xl. 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 

□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal. 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other^discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 
$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 
bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed.  . 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

187  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

Roommates  wanted:  progressive  semi¬ 
coop  hse  forming  in  So  End  Huge,  sun¬ 
ny  4-story  bowfront.  Rent  btw. 
$180-250  + util.  Sorry,  no  large  pets. 
Call  now!  Kathy  522-5765,  Bill  492-5500. 
_ _ (10) 

L27  sks  L  to  share  2bd  renov  townhs  in 
Charlestown  very<  conv  to  Camb  & 
Downtown  Ig  kit  with  dishwr  &  disp. 
Cust  cab  skylt  exp  brick  hrdw  firs  Ig 
bds  no  pets  please  Donna  241-7948 
$290  + util.  Keep  trying. _  (11) 

ACTON 

Feminist  M/F  wanted  to  share  2  bdrm 
apt  in  lovely  old  Victorian  home,  private 
pool,  large  yard,  garden,  peach  trees. 
No  cigs,  pets.  $354;t  util,  security 
deposit  required.  Call  Karen  894-9154 
Roge  497-3155. _ (10) 

2LF  seek  1  respons  nosmok  LF24  +  for 
indep,  warm  hsehld  on  Somer/Camb 
line  Avail  Oct  1.  Call  Barbara  or  Clare 
492-7653. _ (11) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Discreet  prof.  LF  seeks  same  30+  to 
share  2  bdrm  twnhouse  in  Belmont.  In¬ 
to  sports,  gardening,  etc.  Smkrs  OK 
$310+  util  Call  after6pm  489-1347.  (10) 
L  28+  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm  apt  in  E 
Arlington.  Friendly  considerate  neat.  Nr 
trans.  Sorry  no  more  pets.  $250  +  util. 
Avail  immdtly  641-2409. _ (11) 

SOUTH  SHORE  HOUSEMATE 
Not  too  pc  LF  seeks  same  near  ponds 
w/pines  garden  space  190  pet  smoke  ok 
Leave  message  585-8826  Pembroke. (12) 
WOMEN'S  CO-OP  HOUSEHOLD 
in  No.  Allston  seeks  2  politically  aware 
members  to  complete  our  5  person 
home.  Semi-veg,  open  to  pets,  easy  ac¬ 
cess  to  T,  parking.  Rent  $200  +  .  Call 
787-2192  after  6. _  (11) 

GM  30  sks  same:  5-rm  flat  Porter  Sq 
Cam  Elegant  clean!  330  +  ht  util  I  am 
prof  studious  quiet  non-smoker  You 
must  see  this  place!  864-6094  even.  (11) 
3  under  25  LFs  looking  for  LF  to  share  4 
bdrm  house  in  Som.  Semi-veg,  warm, 
lively,  supportive  atmosphere.  Rent 
187  +  util.  3  cats.  Available  on  or  before 
Oct  1  623-2711. _ (10) 

Beacon  Hill  —  Gm  sks  rsp  mtr  indiv  to 
shr  2br  apt.  Rent  250  +  util.  Call 
367-1861  before  8:30  am  or  after  6pm  till 
11pm.  _ .  _  (11) 

2  LFs  sk  1  for  friendly  indep.  home  in 
JP.  Frplce,  garden,  beaut  apt.  n.r  pond  & 
T.  We  have  a  dog,  2  cats.  $220  +  Brenda 
522-5461  or  Ann  (days)  494-1250 
x235.  (10) 

Quiet  prof  GM  cpI  30s  looking  for  G  or  L 
cpi  nonsmokers  no  pets  to  find 
together  Nov  1  beautiful  $1,000 
apt/hoUse.  Call  ,  eves  926-2696 
Danny _ ~  _ (It) 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessry. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. _ 

ROOMEZE 

•LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


Feminist  seeks  same  pref  30+  for  Ig 
beautiful  2  fl  apt  in  W.  Somerville.  Must 
be  very  clean  &  want  ind  but  friendly 
lifestyle.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Call  625-7929 
eves  or  661-1 31 9  day. _ 

HOME  WANTED 

LIVING  SITUATION(S)  NEEDED 
3  LFS  will  be  living/working  in  Boston 
area  Oct-Dec.  We  can  live  together  or 
separately.  Call  collect  till  Sept  23  (314) 
776-5874.  After  Sept.  23  call  (617) 
576-6788. _ Q0) 

APARTMENTS _ 

DORCHESTER:  Fields  Corner-Meeting 
House  Hill.  5  rm  2-3  br  apt  w/refrig.  Nice 
st  for  young  professional  or  col.  stdnt. 
Walk  to  T  $425  plus  sec,  unhtd.  Call 
585-6637  leave  message. _ (10) 

INVESTMENT 
PROPERTY _ 

P’TOWN 

Own  your  own  private  cottage.  17K  — 
45K.  Also  many,  many  investment  op¬ 
portunities.  Call  Jamaica  Plain  R.E., 
your  Boston  Broker  Sue  524-5464 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Don't  let. your  rent  dollars  fly  out  the 
window.  Low  interest  mortgage  money 
available.  Come  on  down!  Single  fam 
$59K,  renovated  3  fam.  $60K.  6  fam. 
business  opportunity  $160K.  Jamaica 
Plain  R.E.  524-5464. 


COMMERCIAL  SPACE 

CAMB.  OFFICE  SPACE  TO  SHARE 

With  F  therapist  or  bodywork  practi¬ 
tioner.  Priv.  ent.,  waiting  rm,  phone, 
convenient  to  trans.  Nr.  Porter  Sq. 
Avail,  immed.  $150/mth.  Call  Ava 
492-3574. _ (10) 

BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITY _ 

Fire  Island  Pines,  NY  business  for  sale. 
Successful  oriental  take-out  winning 
formula.  Liquor  license.  Profitable  four- 
month  season.  Call  for  appt.  (516) 
754-3846. _ (10) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

FLORAL  DESIGNER  * 
Experienced  designer  full-time  for 
Framingham  shop.  Immediate  start  for 
right  person.  Call  Michael  at  872-4965 
for  interview. _ _  (12) 

GOVERNMENT  JOBS.  $16,559 
$50, 553/year.  Now  Hiring.  For  Directory 
Call  1-805-687-6000  Ext.  FI-5555.  (13) 

Women’s  chorus  seeks  asst  manager. 
Responsiblts  incl  bkkpng,  fundraising 
+  concert  prod.  Qualfctns:  excl 
organiztnl  +  communictns  skills,  bk¬ 
kpng  exper.  Pt-time,  10  hrs/wk.  Send 
resume  to  Libana,  Inc.  27  Hamstead  Rd 
Jamaica  Plain  02130. _ (10) 

Part-time  person  for  lesbian-owned 
business,  must  be  punctual  and 
responsible.  Will  train  for  counter  and 
some  technical  work.  Call  723-5130  dys 
and  227-7754  eves. _ (11) 

Landscape  contractor  seeks  PT  helper 
for  fall  planting.  Requires  strenuous 
physical  work.  Call  776-6377. _ (c) 

Mass  Coalition  of  Battered  Women  Ser¬ 
vice  Groups  needs  fundraisers/out¬ 
reach  workers  for  full-  and  part-time 
positions  available.  497-7237.  Equal  op- 
portunity  employer. _ (10) 

BEETLE’S  LUNCH  is  interviewing  for 
the  following  positions:  wait,  prep,  grill. 
Steady  part-time  and/or  sub  work.  Call 
Laura  weekdays  254-9457. _ (10) 

MUSIC 

OPPORTUNITIES 

ELLIOT  PILSHAW  SEEKS 
PIANIST  +  BOOKING  AGENT 
Touring  progressive  gay  singer  seeks  M 
or  F  piano  accompanist.  Also  seeks  ar¬ 
ticulate,  energetic  booking  agent  no  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  (M  or  F).  Send  audi¬ 
tion  tape/resume/letter  to  Kesem 
Records,  PO  Box  980,  Cambridge, 
02238.  For  more  info  call  868-0006.  (12) 

BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 
A  profitable  lOyr  old  Cambridge  based 
women's  music  record  distribution 
business  is  available  for  a  hard  work¬ 
ing,  self  motivated,  and  creative  per¬ 
son.  Call  (415)428-9191  or  write  Betsy 
York  476  W.  MacArthur  Blvd,  Oakland, 
CA  94609 _ (12) 

JOBS  WANTED 

Bisexual  male  age  30  seeks  part  time 
physical  work,  i.e.  painting,  lifting, 
cleaning  etc.,  with  friendly  person.  Jim 
489-1029.  ■’  ' 


FOR  SALE  _ 

77  DODGE  DYKE  VAN 
.3/4  ton  6cyl  ps  auto  1  owner  exc  condi¬ 
tion  AM/FM  stereo  rad/cass  $4K  or  BO 
Call  Pat  D:723-9500  X7403  E:581-3827. 

_ (10) 


UNCENSORED 

Photo  reproductions  wallet  size  35®  ea. 
regular  size  45®  ea.  5x7  $2.25  ea. 
8x10  $2.95  ea.  Send  original  and  60® 
p&h.  25%  discount  on  orders  of  $15.00. 
Galaxy  Box  1305  Texarkana,  Ar.  75504 
Privacy  guaranteed.  _ 

PETS _ . _ 

2  CATS  NEED  HOME 
2  spayed  female  cats  need  a  loving 
home.  One  orange  tiger  and  a  calico. 
Call  623-0264. _ 01) 

FLEAS  WANT  HOME 

Congenial  pets,  good  companions. 
Loyal.  If  they  go  with  you  —  they're 
yours.  Contact  Hershey. 

RIDES _ 

Rider  wanted  to  Seattle  share  drive  ex- 
penses,  Ive.  Oct  1  Nancy  497-4455.  (10) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DESKS  ANYONE? 

GCN’s  new  Managing  Ed.  is  looking  for 
a  desk  (his  milkcrate  collection  is  get¬ 
ting  shaky)  about  48"  wide  and  30" 
deep,  with  drawers.  If  you  know  of  such 
a  beast,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840, 


VACATIONS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Visit  another  world  only  3'/2  hrs.  from 
Boston.  All-woman  space  in  the  heart 
of  the  mtns.  Cozy  new  Inn  in  Maple 
forest.  Fall  Foliage  horseback  riding, 
great  food,  hospitality.  Special  Rosh 
Hashana  celebration  weekend  of  9/28. 
Call  802-533-7772. _ (10) 

RESORTS _ 

PROVINCETOWN  WATERFRONT 
Furn.  apts.  in  quiet  West  End.  Cozy, 
sleep  4-5  pers.,  ideal  4  lovers.  Off¬ 
season  discount.  Heated.  Call 
(617)487-2771  or  262-7396. _ (If) 

PROVINCETOWN  LUX.  APT. 

2  Bedrooms  sleeps  6  Bayview  at  beach 
pvt  deck  parking  $500  wk.  Sept,  off 
season  rates  $400  wk  or  $200  for  3 
nights.  Ask  for  disc’nt  (516) 
MY4-2962. _ (23) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Romance  a  friend  in  Newport!  Cozy 
rooms  have  antiques  &  flowers.  Warm 
&  safe.  Come  let  us  pamper  you!  GCN 
disc,  Cont  brkft.  (401)  849-7645.  (13) 


GABRIEL'S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round.* _ 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.  P'town.  MA 
0  2  6  5  7 


PUBLICATIONS 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Ha)l  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 

Special  issue  ot  CHANGES  on  Femin¬ 
ism  published  jointly  by  Solidarity:  A 
Socialist  Feminist  Network  and  the  In¬ 
ternational  Socialists.  Includes  articles 
on  the  lesbian/gay  movement,  women's 
liberation,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement,  ana 
more.  Available  for  $2.50  (includes 
postage)  from  SOLIDARITY,  725  O'Far¬ 
rell  #35,  SF,  CA  94109  or  from  Nancy 
Wechsler,  c/oGCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

SERVICES _ 

COUNSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves.  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ _ (19) 

GAY  MEN  WEEKEND  WORKSHOP 
Residential  workshop  Oct.  26,  27,  28. 
Focus  on  gay  identity,  intimacy,  rela¬ 
tionships.  Call  Francis  628-6988.  (15) 

Holistic  counselling  and  massage,  for 
self  improvement  and  relaxation.  Jim 
O'Brien.  576-2114. _ (13) 

EFFICIENT  RELIABLE 
HOUSECLEANING  SERVICE 
Weekly  Biweekly  Monthly 
Tailored  to  suit  your  needs 
Three  years  experience 
Reasonable  rates  Free  estimates 
Call  Kay  Scott  282-2317 
_  (10) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  lor  appt. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114- 
(617)  321-8818 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St., 

Suite  1 12 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)  482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-Q513 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 


JEAN  VALLON 
Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 

46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA 
497-9776 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 

47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

DR.  STEPHEN  J. 
GOLBURGH 
Licensed  Clinical 
Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.  #231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 


JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
I  136  Causeway  St. 

Hudson,  MA  01749 
!  (617)568-0680 

CLINICAL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Dr.  Herbert  Lovett 
Dr.  Beth  Leimkuhler 
|  36  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  292-4532 
ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 
LAMBDA  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
324  Marlborough  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1729 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 
PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

;  Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH 
CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
|  (617)522-5900 


THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton  Offices 
(617)  491-6430 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 

DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND 
COMPANY 
(617)  296-1770 

LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ BUILD 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 

Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA  423-7730 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
•  (617)  227-2209 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

CAREER  COUNSELING 

PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 
P.O.  Box  190 
373  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

‘BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St.  * 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)288-3106 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 


CdLtNDhR 


September  14 
to 

September  29 

14  friday  through  17  monday 

Portland,  Maine  —  Autumfest,  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Life.  Speakers, 
Virginia  Apuzzo,  Pat  Califia,  Eric  Rofes  and 
John  Stoltenberg,  plus  workshops,  films, 
art  shows  and  more.  Info:  Gay  Peoples  Alli¬ 
ance  —  (207)  774-3865  or  Harbor  Masters 

-  (207)  774-3865. 

15  Saturday 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  training 
for  new  volunteers.  Both  men  and  women 
encouraged  to  attend.  Info:  542-5188, 
weekdays. 

Boston  —  Jazz  Women  in  Boston  on  WMFO 
radio  featuring  the  Jane  Doe  Band  and 
Bouganvillea.  11AM,  91.6  FM.  Info: 
625-6600  ext.  142. 

—  New  Rise  of  the  Master  Race  by  the  Little 
Flags  Theater,  Palace  Road  Auditorium, 
Mass.  College  of  Art.  8PM,  every  Thurs¬ 
day,  Friday  and  Saturday  through  Oct.  13. 
Info:  232-2666. 

Boston  —  Day  Trip  to  Georges  Is.  All  women 
welcome.  Bring  a  lunch,  swim  suit,  friends, 
kids.  Meet  11:30AM  at  red  ticket  booth  on 
Long  Wharf  to  catch  the  noon  ferry.  $3  round 
trip.  Sponsored  by  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  People  in  Medicine 

networking  meeting  sponsored  by  American 
Medical  Students  Assoc.  All  medical 
students,  interns,  residents,  physicians  are 
welcome.  Tufts  Medical  School,  136  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.  at  1PM.  Info:  Margaret, 
825-2787. 

16  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain—  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  Potluck/Brunch.  1-4PM  at  Ci¬ 
ty  Life,  670  Centre  St. 

18tuesday 

Boston—  Organizing  meeting  for  Not  In  Our 
Names,  a  Feminist  Resistance  Action  (to  be 

held  in  New  York  City,  Nov.  18  &  19). 
7:30PM,  U  Mass  Downtown  Center,  100 
Arlington  St.  Info:  Barbara  at  491-6972  or 
Julie  at  547-2645.  TTY  354-8807. 

18  tuesday 

Boston  —  Roller  Skating  for  Women.  8PM  at 

Spinoff’s  “gay  night,”  145  Ipswich  St., 
Kenmore  stop  on  the  green  line.  $4  ad¬ 
mission  —  say  ‘D.O.B.’  at  the  door.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Info: 
661-3633. 

19  Wednesday 

Watertown  —  “Stale  Rolls  and  Tight  Buns: 
Images  of  men  in  the  Media*  ’  a  slide  show  to 
benefit  the  No  Limits  for  Women  Fund. 
Sponsored  by  O.A.S.I.S.  Donations  $3-5. 
7:30-1 0PM,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind, 
North  Hall,  Auditorium,  175  No.  Beacon  St. 
Info:  Mike  Markovitz,  776-3452. 

20  thursday 

Boston  —  The  Boston  Bi-sexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work  will  meet  at  7PM  at  Arlington  St. 
Church,  corner  of  Arlington  &  Boylston  Sts. 
Discusion  on  topics  related  to  identity,  life¬ 
style  and  pressures  of  life  in  the  middle. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 
would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


Methuen:  First  meeting  of  Gallyns:  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Liberated  Youth  of  the  North  Shore. 

Organizational  meeting  and  discussion  of 
“Coming  Out.”  Ages  14-22.  Info:  Larry, 
373-7618  or  write:  P.0.  Box  1803, 
Haverhill,  01830. 

21  friday 

Salem  —  Take  Back  The  Night,  rally  and 
candlelight  march  to  begin  at  7:30PM  at  the 
Salem  Common.  The  featured  speaker  is 
Linda  Harris  from  WBZ-TV.  Dance  will  start 
at  9PM,  Salem  Old  Town  Hall,  32  Derby  Sq., 
$3  to  benefit  Help  for  Abused  Women  and 
their  Children  (HAWC).  For  more  information 
on  Take  Back  the  Night  events  on  the  North 
Shore  call  Unite  Against  Rape  and  Sexual 
Assault  (URSA),  927-4506  or  HAWC, 
744-8552. 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  “T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  Films  will  present: 
Perfumed  Nightmare,  from  Filipino  director 
Kidlat  Tahimik.  Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple 
St.,  Central  Square.  Donation:  $2.75.  Info: 
Amelie,  524-2915. 

22  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Perfumed  Nightmare.  (See  21 
Friday  listing  for  details.) 

Boston  -  Vote  No  To  War-Build  Peace  and 
Justice  in  ’84:  rally.  Assemble  at  Waterfront 
Park,  Blackstone  Park  and  Copley  Sq.,  (Gay 
and  Lesbian  and  Women’s  contingents)  at 
noon  and  march  to  the  Boston  Common  by 
2PM,  Info:  354-0008,  Mobilization  For  Sur¬ 
vival. 

22  Saturday 

Boston  —  WMFO  FM  91.5  -  “Something 
About  The  Women,”  10AM-2PM,  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day  in  Nicaragua. 

Boston  —  Frontrunners  are  sponsoring  5th 
Annual  Esplanade  Run.  2  mile  or  5  mile 
runs  along  the  Charles  River.  9AM.  Info: 
288-4626. 

Boston  —  Health  Awareness  Day.  Work¬ 
shops  on  AIDS,  Hepatitis  B  and  STDs, 
aiconoi  anu  umer  arugs,  lesDian  neaim 
issues,  and  artificial  insemination.  Panel  on 
HTLV-3  Screening:  “What  Does  it  Mean 
For  Our  Community?”  Boston  High  School, 
corner  of  Melrose  &  Arlington,  Bay  Village. 
Free  9:30AM-1PM. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Association  will  meet  this  evening  at  8PM  at 
St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  Topic:  “The  New  Gay  In¬ 
timacy,  What  is  it?”  Initials  A-L  bring 
drinks,  M-Z  snacks.  All  are  welcome, 
donation  requested. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Havurat  Yisrael  open 
forum  and  potluck  Shabbat  brunch.  Topic: 
“Building  a  Jewish  gay  and  lesbian 
community  in  the  Pioneer  Valley.”  11AM- 
1PM,  Annabelle’s  space,  Thorne’s  Market, 
150  Main  St.  Wheelchair  accessible, 
Vegetarian-Kosher  please  and  list  ingre¬ 
dients. 


23  Sunday 

Allston  —  Bruce  Dale’s  Up  On  The  Roof  in  a 
staged  reading  by  the  Temperamental 
Ensemble  at  the  Theater  Company,  40 
Brighton  Ave.  8PM.  Admission  $2.  ’info* 
782-2029  or  876-3765. 

Cambridge  —  Quaker  Meeting  to  honor  Bar¬ 
bara  Doming,  lesbian  nonviolent  activist 
and  writer.  Born,  1917;  Died,  August  2, 
1984.  At  Friends  Meeting  House,  5  Long¬ 
fellow  Park,  1 : 1 5-2: 1 5PM .  Sponsored  by 
American  Friends  Service  Committee. 

Cambridge  -  Perfumed  Nightmare.  (See 
21  friday  listing  for  details.) 


Boston—  Amazon  and  Adonis  II  Power- 
lifting  Meeet.  Cameras  welcome.  The  meet 
begins  promptly  at  noon  at  South  End  Gym. 
1355-A  Washington  St.,  #108.  Admission 
$2.  Info:  451-3514. 


Jan  GuglioW 


Pumping  iron  at  the  South  End  Gym. 


24  monday 

Waltham—  The  Waltham  Battered  Women 
Support  Committee.  Those  interested  in 
becoming  volunteers  with  the  organization 
must  attend  an  introductory  meeting  for 
volunteer  training  program  (to  be  held  9/29 
to  10/11).  Info:  899-8676. 

Cambridge  —  Civil  disobedience  blockade 

of  Draper  Weapons  Lab  in  coordination  with 
other  nationally  organized  protests.  Call 
623-7618  about  training,  information,  and 
to  help  organize.  Coalition  For  Civil  Disobe¬ 
dience. 

Boston  —  Women’s  Health  Series  at  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center.  Tonight’s 
topic:  “The  PMS  Dilemma.”  7-9PM  at 
Morville  House  Library,  100  Norway  St. 
Free  and  open  to  all.  The  series  will  also  in¬ 
clude  Health  issues  Affecting  Older 
Women,  Oct.  29  and  Cancer  and  Women, 
Nov.  26.  Info:  267-7573. 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  quarterly  meeting,  featuring 
“Questions  and  Answers  with  Ann 
Maguire,  Mayor  Flynn’s  Liaison  to  the  Les¬ 
bian  &  Gay  community,”  and  election  of 
Steering  Committee  vacancies  including 
Vice-Chairperson  position.  7:30PM  at 
Cabot  Auditorium,  3  Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill. 


27  thursday 

Waltham  —  The  Waltham  Battered  Women 
Support  Committee,  introductory  meeting 
for  volunteer  training  program  (to  be  held 
9/29  to  10/11).  Info:  899-8676. 

Cambridge  —  Rosh  Hashana  Second  Night 
Service  will  be  held  at  7:30PM  at  the 
Whitaker  Health  Care  Building  (MIT)  at 
Carleton  St.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info, 
directions,  and/or  childcare:  782-8894. 

29  Saturday 

Cambridge—  Libana,  a  Women’s  Chorus, 

will  sponsor  a  benefit  contra  dance  from 
7:30-1 1 :30PM  at  the  First  Church  Congre¬ 
gational,  11  Garden  St.  Cindy  Green  will  be 
the  caller  with  live  music  by  Libana  and 
friends.  Donation  is  $5  at  the  door. 
Everyone  is  welcome!  Info:  864-6912. 

West  Unity,  N.H.  —  The  Foxes  Den 
presents  A  Gay  Dance  at  Palmer’s  Barn. 
7PM-1AM,  D.J.,  open  entertainment, 
B.Y.O.B.  Donation  $3.  Info:  (603) 
826-4047. 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women’s  Dance,  a 

drug-  and  alcohol-free  event  for  all  women. 
$4  more  or  less.  Childcare  available. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  9PM-1AM.  Cam¬ 
bridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  Central  Sq. 


Boston  —  The  Dynasty  Ball,  benefiting  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  in  Boston,  8PM  at 

the  Cyclorama,  539 Tremont  St,  in  Boston’s 
South  End.  Creative  attire  requested. 
Tickets  $10,  available  at  Buddies, 
Greystone's,  AAC,  Forex  Travel  and  Box  Of¬ 
fice  Video.  Info:  536-7733. 


Notes 


boston  gay  men’s  chorus 

This  September  the  Boston  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  begins  work  on  its  third 
concert  season.  Founded  in  the  wake 
of  enthusiasm  generated  by  the  na¬ 
tional  tour  of  the  San  Francisco 
Chorus,  the  group  first  appeared  at  The 
Arlington  Street  Church  with  a  lot  of 
purpose  and  spirit,  and  a  few  crossed 
fingers.  As  in  any  young  organization, 
especially  one  in  such  new  territory, 
there  were  initial  questions  of  direc¬ 
tion.  Is  there  gay  music?  Is  there  simply 
music  performed  by  gays?  What  do  we 
want  to  sing?  What  does  our  communi¬ 
ty  want  to  hear?  The  group  has  settled 
into  a  flexible  format,  allowing  both 
classical  and  pops  partisans  to  get 
their  licks  in. 

Musically  the  chorus  is  hitting  stride, 
developing  confidence  and  control  in 
its  full  chorus  concerts  in  Boston  and 
around  New  England.  Small  groups 
drawn  from  the  membership  also  per¬ 
form  a  variety  of  material  at  gay  func¬ 
tions.  (Does  your  group  need  entertain¬ 
ment?) 

During  September  the  chorus  is  audi¬ 
tioning  new  members  (as  well  as  re-au¬ 
ditioning  itself).  For  information  call: 
482-6983.  Leave  a  message  and  your 
call  will  be  returned. 

up  and  coming 

The  Boston  fall  theater  season  is 
shaping  up  with  some  interesting  items 
of  interest  to  GCN  readers.  Christopher 
Durang  controversial  black  comedy 
Sister  Mary  Ignatius  Explains  it  All  To 
You  will  open  at  the  Charles  Playhouse 
on  September  14.  (Call  426-6912  for 
times  and  ticket  info.)  The  New  Ehrlich, 
at  538  Tremont  St.,  will  be  presenting 
the  New  England  premiere  of  Lanford 
Wilson’s  Angels  Fall  on  September  19. 
Well  known  for  his  Fifth  of  July, 
Wilson’s  new  play  deals  with  faith  and 
relationships  in  a  New  Mexico  Mission 
church.  (482-6319  for  show  times.) 
Emily  Dickinson’s  life  will  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  one-woman  show,  The  Belle  of 
Amherst,  by  William  Luce,  presented  at 
the  Lyric  Stage,  54  Charles  St.,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  23  for  a  three  week  run.  (Box  of¬ 
fice  phone  is  742-8703  for  reservations.) 
And  The  Huntington  Theater  Company, 
at  Boston  University,  will  be  opening 
You  Never  Know,  a  play  with  music  by 
the  wry  and  risque  Cole  Porter  on  Sep¬ 
tember  29  through  October  21. 

Two  items  from  New  York.  New  En¬ 
gland’s  John  Preston  will  have  the 
stage  adaptation  of  his  novel  Franny 
mounted  by  Meridian  Gay  Theater  with 
previews  beginning  on  September  20 
with  an  opening  a  week  later.  Franny 
will  be  presented  at  the  Shandol 
Theater,  137  W.  22nd  St.,  NYC.  (Tickets 
and  reservations  at  Ticket  Central, 
212-279-4200).  And  SNAFU,  6th  Ave. 
and  21st  St.,  NYC,  will  be  presenting 
author/folksinger  Eric  Bentley  in  con¬ 
cert  on  Sunday,  September  16  and  30th 
at  8:30  p.m.  (Reservations  at 
212-691-3535). 

Back  to  Boston  again:  The  Orson 
Welles,  in  Cambridge,  will  be  screening 
a  two  week  festival  of  contemporary 
actresses.  From  Barbra  Streisand  in 
Funny  Girl  to  Karn  Black  in  Come  Back 
to  the  Five  and  Dime,  Jimmy  Dean,  Jim¬ 
my  Dean,  to  Cher  in  Silkwood  and 
Jessica  Lange  in  Francis,  this  series 
will  be  showing  some  of  the  best  work 
of  the  last  15  years  done  by  Hollywood 
actresses. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  ot  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop- 
in  center  tor  youth  22  and  under  from3.30-5pmat  Evangelist  Church.  35 
Bowdoin  31  (Beacon  Hill)  Into:  497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to. 
GCN.  Box  10GY,  167Tremont  St. .  Boston  02111.  See  Wed.  listings  for 
rap  meeting . 

Boston,  MA  —  A  support  group  including  deal  and  differently  abled 
women.  Free  brunch.  Captioned  movies,  entertainment  and  interpreters. 
Every  third  Sunday  at  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  Into. 
(617)423-7730. 

Cambridge,  Af A  —  Gay  Volleyball.  6:30  to  7:30PM,  warm-up  and  drills. 
7.30  to  9  30PM.  play.  Various  levels.  Info/location:  Jay  262-4896  or 
Harry  536-4540. 

Burlington.  VT  -  Gay  Volleyball  5:30  to  7:30PM.  Info:(802)  482-3528 
or (802) 862-4019. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  ol  New  England.  2nd  Sun¬ 
days.  2pm.  Into  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5495. 

Boston.  MA  —  "Boston's  Other  Voice."  WR0R,  98.5  FM.  11:30pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  "Musically  speaking  "  Women's  music,  ideas, 
announcements  WMBR.  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

West  ol  Boston.  MA  —  West  of  Boston  Lesbians.  Social  events  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoons,  twice  a  month  New  members  welcome.  Info:  Amy 
486-8848  or  Dorothy  875-1108. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together  of  Boston  2nd  Sunday 
ol  each  month.  Into:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous,  lesbian  meeting  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.)  7,30pm.  OOBot- 
fice. 

Orleans.  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alternative  to  the  bars  on  Cape 
Cod,  meets  2nd  Sundays.  Into:  Box  1614.  Orleans  02653. 

Concord.  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth.  Support  group  tor  youth 
16-22.  Rap  session  and  social  time  Into:  Ron  225-5622. 

Keene.  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  tun  get-togethers  tor  lesbians.  1st  Sun¬ 
days  (2pm)  and  3rd  Tuesdays  or  Wednesdays  (6pm).  Into.  Keene  Klon- 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  03448. 

Central,  I It  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men  (CVGM)  meets  1st  Sunday  of 
the  month  tor  socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info.  Box  42.  Barre 
05641. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets  3rd  Sundays.  Info: 
(802)  626-3618  or  write:  Box  703.  St  Johnsbury  05819. 

Orono.  ME  —  Wilde-Stern  Club  Social/  support  group  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Informal,  friendly  and  open  meetings.  Peabody  Lounge.  3rd  f I . . 
Memorial  Union.  UMO.  7pm. 

Augusta.  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support/social/political  group  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Meets  last  Sundays  of  the  month.  Potluck  6:30PM. 
program  follows  All  Souls  Unitarian,  11  King  St. 

Bennington.  VT  —  Lesbian/Gay  Christians  meet  for  interdenominational 
bible  study,  prayer  and  discussion.  lnfo:588-6564. 

Gardner.  MA  —  New  Direction.  St.  Michael's  Outreach  Service.  10AM, 
Office  hours  7-9AM  and  4-10PM  Info  (617)536-7005 
Aroostook  County.  ME  —  Northern  Lambda  Nord.  Northern  Maine  and 
New  Brunswick  support  group,  holds  business  meeting  and  potluck  on 
the  last  Sun  each  month.  Info:  NLN.  Box  990.  Caribou  04736.  Gay 
Phoneline :  ( 207)896-5888 

Boston.  MA  —  The  Metropolitan  Community  Church  ot  Boston,  with  a 
special  ministry  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  meets  at  7pm  in  the 
Old  West  Church.  131  Cambridge  St.  lnfo:523-7664 
New  Haven.  CT  —  Gay  Fathers  of  New  Haven  meets  biweekly  on  Sun¬ 
days  at  7pm.  Into:  PO  Box  5041.  New  Haven  CT  06520 
Portland.  ME  -Lesbian  Support  Discussion  Group.  6-8pm.  92  Bedford 
SI.  Info  780-4085 

monday - - 

Boston.  MA  —  "The  Woman's  Talk  Show "  WR8B.  104.9  FM6-7PM 
Music,  information,  interviews. 

Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis  Gay/Lesbian  Coalition. 
General  discussion  group  at  9pm.  Usdan  Student  Ctr.  Cont.  Room  C.  In¬ 
fo.  647-4353.  or  Box  2792.  Brandeis  U..  Waltham  02254. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  at  8pm.  Info:  Tony  424-3252.  or 
write:  Nashua- Area  Gays.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061 
Portsmouth.  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm  Info:  PO  Box  1394.  Port¬ 
smouth  03801. 

Storrs.  CT  —  Eastern  Conn.  Christian  Gay/Lesbian  Concerned  meets  al 
Waggoner  Chapel  of  Storrs  Cong  Church  on  UConn  campus. 
Into:742-3030  and  872-6531.  Meets  2nd  and  4th  Mons.  at  7pm. 
Cambridge.  MA  —  Lesbian  mothers  and  co-parents  rap:  third  Monday 
ot  the  month.  8pm.  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  Info:  661-3633. 

Natick.  MA  —  Gentle  Empowerment  Together:  lesbian  support/discus¬ 
sion  group.  7-8:30pm,  Natick  YWCA.  231  Bacon  St. 

tuesday - 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Daughters  ot  Bilitis.  Discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave  (Harvard  Sq  )  8pm 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  S/M  support  group  every  week  7:30pm. 
Info:  776-7957.  Open  to  lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  S/M. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter ,  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  1st  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
630  Mass  Ave..  Arlington  Ctr. 

Boston.  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  S/M  support 
group  meets  every  first  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Safe,  non-competitive 
space  for  women  of  all  levels  of  experience  to  share  political  and  per¬ 
sonal  aspects  ot  sexuality.  7:30pm.  Info:  Betsy  (617)  731-4230  or 
Brianna  (617)  623-0138.  Mailing  address:  Box  23,  89  Mass.  Ave., 
Boston,  MA  02115. 

Plttslield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays  Into:  (413)  442-7772. 

Brattleboro,  VT  -  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Coalition 
meets  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground  Restau¬ 
rant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Manchester.  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group.  Weekly  support  group  for 
gay  and  bisexual  men.  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  discussion.  Info:  Jack 
669-0096. 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meeting  at  First 
Parish.  Unitarian.  425  Congress  St.  8pm.  Open  to  all. 

Hartford.  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  meets  at 
Hill  Ctr..  350  Farmington  Ave.  7pm.  1st  Tuesdays.  Info:  249-7691. 
New  London,  CT  —  New  London  People's  Forum,  Support  group  for  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  Info:  536-3095  (4-9pm). 

Boston,  MA  —  Nat.  Ass.  of  Social  Workers.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
meets  1st  Mons  at  8PM.  Info:  Lorrie  436-7521  or  Carrie  482-0557. 
Cambridge.  MA  —  Lesbian  coming  ouf  discussion  group.  2nd  Mon 
8PM  All  women  welcome.  Daughters  ot  Bilitis.  1151  Mass  Ave. 
Info  :661  -3663. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  STD  Clinic  for  men  and  women  of  all  sexual  orienta¬ 
tions.  NH  Feminist  Ctr.,  232  Court  St.  (603)  436-7588.  $15  basic  fee. 
Northhampton.  MA  —  New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library:  meeting  for 
those  interested  in  being  Library  workers  or  contributors.  7:30-10pm. 
Info  (413)  584-7616 

Wednesday - 


Boston.  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New 
persons'  meeting  6.30pm;  general  meeting  and  group  discussion 
7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under.  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St. 
(Beacon  Hill)  Info:  497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men  s  Chorus  meets  every  week  from 
7-10pm  al  the  YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.)  Info:  522-6983. 
Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group  of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting 
for  friendship  and  support.  Info:  or  write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o 
GCN.  Box  6.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA). 
7:30-9:30pm.  New  members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media  more 
responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  LAGMA,  c/o  GCN.  167  Tremont  St. 
Boston  02111. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians  Isolated  during  the  workday 
downtown?  Interested  in  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion  group’  Come 
to  600  Washington  St.  room  219.  Noon  Info:  542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  —  Medical  Area  Dykes  meets  for  lunch.  Noon  to  1.  Kresge 
Cafeteria.  Harvard  School  of  Public  Health.  Info;  Katy  732-1090  ext  41. 
Cambridge.  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Associated  Engineers  and  Scien¬ 
tists  (LAGAES).  lnfo:288-3228. 

Boston.  MA  —  Project  Place  orientation.  Every  Wed.  6:30pm,  32 
Rutland  Place  (So  End).  Info:262-3740. 

Boston.  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  Lesbians.  Hangouf/discussion  group. 
Come  to  600  Washington  St.  Rm  219.  Noon.  lnfo:542-5188. 
Cambridge.  MA  —  Boston  National  Organization  for  Women  (NOW)  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Task  Force  meets  4th  Wednesdays  at  99  Bishop  Allen  Dr. 
(Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public  education  and  consciousness  rais¬ 
ing  Info:  661-6015. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  35+  women's  discussion  and 
social  group  7  30pm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
(Harvard  Sq.)  8pm.  2nd  Wednesday  and  last  Friday  of  each  month. 
Bridgewater.  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  Info: 
293-5183. 

Hampden  County.  MA  —  Social/supporl  group  for  lesbians.  8pm  Info: 
Debbie  532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

Hyannis,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets  1st  Wednesday  of  every 
month.  7:30pm.  New  members  welcome.  Orientation,  social  meetings. 
Warren  Women's  Center.  298  Main  St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Nashua.  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH  Lambda  sponsors  speakers 
and/or  raps  on  2nd  Wednesdays  and  4th  Thursdays.  7:30pm  Business 
meets  on  1st  Saturdays.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Harttord.  CT  -  Lesbian  AA  meeting  Hill  Ctr..  350  Farmington  Ave. 
8pm  Info:  247-8797. 

Boston,  MA  —  Mental  Patients'  Liberation  Front;  Boston  City  Hall.  5th 
tloor  hearing  room  next  to  Councillor  Scondras'  office.  6:30pm.  Call  to 
confirm  meeting;  628-8438. 

Boston,  MA  -  Fathers  in  Transition:  gay/b!  fathers  meeting  for  support 
and  friendship.  Info:  GCN.  Box  6.  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111. 
Portland.  ME  —Gay  Parents  Support  Group.  7-9pm.  92  Bedford  St.  In¬ 
fo.  780-4085. 


Thursday- 


Boston.  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  always  needs  help  on  production 
night  when  articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  It  you've  done  proof¬ 
reading  or  layout  and  would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  Floor  (5-8pm  lor  proofing.  7:30-11pm  for  layout).  Coma  help  out 
GCN  and  read  tomorrow  s  news  today. 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open  discussion  group. 
8-10pm.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  SI.  (Central  Sq.)  Info: 
354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children.  Support  group.  8-10pm. 
Cambridge  Women  s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  Info:  354-8807. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Younger  Lesbian  Support  Group  All  women  22  and 
under  welcome  4th  Thurs.  Daughters  ot  Bilitis.  1151  Mass  Ave. 
Info  661-3663 

Aitston,  MA  —  Local  group  forming  to  discuss  issues  of  feminism  and 
non-violence.  Meets  1st  and  3rd  Thurs  Allston’-Brighton  Women  lor 
Peace  and  Justice.  lnfo:254-2272. 

Northampton.  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st  and 

3rd  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220  Main  St  7.30pm.  Info: 
(413)  584-7903  or  write  PO  Box  181,  Northampton  01061. 

Harttord.  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  tor  lesbians  and  gay  men  at  Trinity 
Church  Parish  House.  Farmington  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info:  247-8797. 
Kingston,  HI  —  U.  of  Rhode  Island  Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Women's 
Center,  URI  Campus.  6:30pm. 

Aitston,  MA  —  Women's  Zen  Meditation,  group  forming  for  women  with 
little  or  no  karmic  affinity  with  traditional  male-dominated  Zen  groups. 
7: 30-9 :30pm  Info  787-2192. 

Allston,  MA  —Women's  Zen  Meditation  group  7:30-9:30.  Info: 
787-2192. 


friday 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Community  News  (that's  us)  always  needs  help  sen¬ 
ding  out  the  paper  on  Friday  evenings.  Come  by  for  a  lew  hours  to  167 
Tremont  St.  5th  ft.  (on  the  Common,  near  Boylston  T  stop)  anytime  after 
6pm  and  lend  a  hand.  Refreshments  and  good  times!  Every  body  well 
come!  Info:  426-4469.  Thanks! 

Cambridge,  MA  -  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Ml.  Auburn  Hosp.  Living 
Rm,.  Clark  Bldg  8-9  30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on  the  1st 

Friday. 

Plttslield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of  Lesbian  United  Info:  Women's 

Services  Ctr  499-2425. 

Concord.  NH  —  Concord  Men  s  Group  meets  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 

discussion  Info:  Herb  485-5612. 

Danbury,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury  meets 
7  30-  10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  First  Congregational  Church,  corner  of 
Deer  Hill  Ave.  and  West  St. 

Harttord.  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in  center  for  lesbian  and  gay 
teenagers.  7-9pm  at  the  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington  Ave  ,  upstairs.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sexual  Minorities. 

Portland,  ME  -  Gay  People's  Alliance  group.  7-9pm.  Student  Union 
Bldg  92  Bedford  St.  Info:  780-4085.  . 

Saturday - 


Boston.  MA  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Regularly  scheduled  sports  and 
outdoors  events  General  info.  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066:  John 
864-0823.  Volleyball  Jay  262-4896.  Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 
Boston.  MA  —  Front  Runners/ Boston  Gay  men  and  lesbian  running 
club  Weekly  run  Sat..  9:00  a  m.,  Sun. ,10:30  a  m.  Meet  at  Hatch 
Shell-Esplanade" Info  about  weekly  run:  288-4626:Front-Runners  Info: 
39  Milford.  Boston  021 18  or  451-6364. 

Providence.  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  meets  every 
week  from  1-5pm.  For  youth  14-21.  Info:  MCC  272-9247  or  Gay  Help 
Line  751-3322  (eves). 

Bangor,  ME  —  Interweave,  a  support  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
Meets  3rd  Sat  Potluck  at  6pm  followed  by  program.  Unitarian  Church. 
Main  St. 

Burlington.  VT  —  Integrity  (Gay  Episcopalians  and  their  friends)  meets 
1st  and  3rd  Sat  St  Paul's  Cathedral.  7.55pm.  Into:  Bruce  864-7198. 
Burlington.  VT  —  Vermonters-for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights  meets  at  Pearl's 
Restaurant  (upstairs).  1st  and  3rd  Sat.  6-7:30  Info:  VLGR.  Box  126. 
Burl.  05402. 

Boston,  MA  —  Women  in  Music  radio  show:  6-10am.  WERS-FM  88.9. 
Lowell.  MA  —  "Gaywaves. "  WJUL.  91.5  FM  lOam-noon.  Music,  news 
and  interviews. 
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